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CRITERION, 



Sir, 

My furprife hafi not been 
greater than my concern to obferve that 
a perfon of your good fenfe, candour^ and 
learning, fhould kive reafoped himfelf, 
as you fay you have done, into an unla« 
voura|>le opinion of the evidences of 
Chriftianity. Ever fince our laft conver- 
^tion on this fubjeft, my thoughts have 
turned principally on your fcruples, and 
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on the unreafonablenefs of them ; and the 
refult of my refleftions you fhall have in 
the prefent fheets. Nor do I think that 
this addrefs needs any apology. The im- 
portance of the fubjeft, and my repeated 
promifes that I would give you my 
thoughts concernirtg it, fufficiently plead 
my excufe. And happy fliould I efteem 
myfelf, if any thing I fiiggeft^ prove a 
means of bringing you back to that reli- 
gion which you feem to have forfaken, 
and of fatisfying you that the reafons you 
aflign for rejeSling the miracles recorded 
in the New Teftament, ought not to 
weigh with one of your difcernment. 

Unfkilled in controverfy, it may feem 
prefumption in me to offer my opinion on 
a fubjeft, already fo fully and frequently 
canvaffed by the moft eminent writers ; 
'and it may be thought that if their argu- 
ments have proved ineffeftual to fatisf^ 
your doubts, it will be a vain attempt iii , 
me to aim at your conviftion. But when 
I conlider the nature of many of yout 
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tobjeftionsj which are peculiar to yourfelf, 
and not borrowed from books ; when I 
refleft , farther, that the controverfy, with 
regard to the credibility of the Go/pel mi- 
racles, has, of late, taken a turn fome- 
what new, it is obvicwis, that to refer you 
to the many excellent defences of Chrift- 
ianity, already in the hands of the public, 
would be entirdy unfatisfaftory j for thefe 
treatifes having been adapted to the pre- 
vailing objeftions of unbelievers, at the 
particular periods when they were written, 
it becomes^ neceffary that the Friends of 
our religion fhould change their method of 
defence^ fince the attack is not carried on 
in the old way* 

You may remember what points you 
have chiefly infilled upon in our debates 
on this fubjeQ. You granted (as every 
thinking perfon muft grant) that a power 
of workifig miracles, vetted in one affum- 
ing the chara6ier of a Teacher from God, 
would fufficiently eftablifh the truth of his 
claim ; ^* but you urged, withal, that there 

B 2 
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^ was no fdid foiHidation to believe that 
^'mxy fuch pcrfon was ever veiled with 
^ fufcJi a power J for that the iDiraclcs 
^ ©f Jfg&jp and his Apoftles^ related in the 
^ New Teftameirt, vfere not Aipponed by 
** ftrongcr evidience than were the prodi^ 
^' gies that diigrace the pages of Zii^^and 
** the Legendary Tales that {yidl tte lives of 
*• the Romi/h faims. Now thefc latter ao- 
^ comifis are^ on all hands, juftly rejeded u 
^ &lfe> birt the Ibrmeri k feem^ are admiued 
^as true: but then^.how^ yoo&y^ cam we 
** fairly dtfpite theamhenticky of theone^ 
*' and infift fo much on the credibility of 
^' the other ? For, as the teflimony in both 
^* is equally ftrong, the miracles recorded 
^* in both the accounts muft be equally 
*' credible. That, therefore, you had no 
" way of extricating yourfelf out of thii^. 
^' labyrinth^ but by rejcfting, at once, all 
" miraculous pretenfions whatever*** 

The whole difpute fubfifting be^ 

\ tween us may be ftated thus. — The Pix> 

teflant Chriftian thinks himfelf obliged. 
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from all the prmcipics of reafon^ to he-/ 

heve that evidence true which is bran^S 

to fupport the GoTpcl mhacles ; but is at\ 

liberty* he diinks, from tfas fimie princU \ 

pks of reafon, to doubt or difbelieve die 

mkacles afcribed to the Pagans of old« or 

to the Fafifit of later tknest cr, indeed, to 

any other perfon fince the publicatioii of 

Ae GofpeL But; herein, y,ou are pleafed 

to charge ns with a ftratige and inconfift* 

efit belief, becaufe, yon fay, the evidence 

for the truth of the miracles in each cafe, 

is either die very fame, or equally ftrong. 

1 have not the ieaft hefitatbn when I 
proncmnce iJns charge to be groundlefs. 
jAnd I truft, that I feaH be able to con- 
vince every candid reader of this treatife, 
addreifed to you, that bafe metal is not 
more cafily dete6led, when an attempt is 
made tx> pafs it for gold, than are the falfe 
pretenfions of Puganifm and Popery ^ when 
an attempt is made to put them on the 
(krae footing of credibility with the mi* 
lacles of Jffus and bis apojiks^ 
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I mod readily admit that the credibility 
/ of fuch extraordinary performances^ as are 
I miracles, will not be fufficiently afcertain-r 
ed, unlefs the accounts of them beauthen^ 
ticated by fuch a weight of unexception* 
able teftimony, as muft fatisfy every can» 
did and capable inquirer after truth* 

You cannot, furely, refufe to join iflue 
with roe here. For, with all your unfa* 
vourable notions about miracks, I fee not 
bow you can require a greater conceflion 
than this. And yet, however great it be, I 
am confident I fliall not endanger the caufe 
fpr which I am an advocate, by fetting 
Qut with it. For*if we can prove (and my 
defign in the following pages is to prove) 
that the evidence brought for the Gofpel 
nairacles, is full as extraordinary as the 
fafts themfelves, and that nojuftfufpicion 
of fraud and falfehood appears in the 
accounts, while every thing is the reverfe 
with regard to the evidence brought for 
the Pagan and Popijh miracles, if we can 
prove this, J[ fay, our reafon will tell ua 
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that we {afely may, and that we ought in* 
deed, to make a diftinftion, and to bdieve 
the former while we rejeft the latter. 

But before we proceed, give me leave 
to obferve, that it is in vain to begin this 
important difpute, unlefs you are agreed 
to decide it by the only kind of evidence 
that can poflibly be had — namely,, by thej 
credit that is due to thofe who appear as| 
witnefles, or, in^ other words, by examin-^^s 
ing thefa£ls with all the circumftaiices of' 
them, and conlidering, at large, the cha- 
rafters, the views, and the conduft of 
thofe who reported therp, 

Writers, on the fide of infidelity, have 
very rarely ventured to aflert the abfolute 
incredibility of miracles ; and their pre- 
caution feems very prudent. For a mi- 
racle being an event brought about in a 
way contrary to the courfe of nature, and 
the courfe of nature being the eftablifti- 
ment of God, every believer of his exift- 
^nce, it fliould feem, mufl: admit, that it isf 
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in his power to rev^e iu 39t this, vf6 
know, has been ddiied by a |ate very in^ 
geniottS:^ bu^ veify fceptipal author,^ ^hq 
ha$ not fcrapled to give us bis reafons, why . 
he makes t£c impoJifiMHty ^nd TniracuhtdS 
H^iUur^ ^ menis^'jc Synonymous, and why 
l^e ^ves his decifion, that a ^irack^fn 
ported by any ^iman tt^mpny^ uwfir^pror^ 
ftrly dffuhjtSl of d^r^fion than argument. % 
it may no^, therefore, be improper, tot 
take fome notice of this audlior's favourite 
noftrm againft miracles^ which he himielf 
is fo fond of, as to boaft thiU if w^, m'/Jk 
Ae Wife and leatned^ be an euerkfiin^ ebe(^ 
iofuperjiitious delufons;^ for to him it feem^ 
that all miracles are fuperftitiou^ delu* 
$ons# . 

* Philofopkical £0ays cooceri^ijng |Iujn(Utu \Jttder^ai^d* 
ing, by David Ilume^ £f(j,. 

^ P. 155.— w^cte tho auAoT ipeckipg <?f AW»^ Paris> 
imracles fays; what have yft now tooppofe to fuch a cloudy 
of witueHes but theabfolute impoltibiUty or miraculous na- 
tiw*e of tbc «v€nl8 they relate ?. 

± P,1JJ4— 5. S 174. 
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<^ A miracle/' lays he, '^ is a vibladoa 
^< of the laws of paturei and as a firm an^ 
^' unalterable experience has eftabliChed 
** thefe laws, the proof againft a miracle 
f* from the very nature of the faft, is aa 
V entire as any argument from exjj^rienao 
*^ can be poffiWy imagined."*— Now it it 
obvious, from this quotation^ that our au- 
thor^ argument againft the credibility cf 
mirarles, depends entirely upon thts« cf 
their being events .cofi^rary ^o firm and 
ttnalterable experience* But why. an 
event ftioufld be incredible, and incapable 
of being proved by teftimdny, becaufe ft 
is contrary to our experience, this poifit, 
on the certainty of which alone our author^ 
boafled argument is built, I did not, upon 
perufing the Ejjay w Mimcks^ find any 
attempt made to prove ; but Upon exa* 
mii|iing the other eflays i^ the colleftioni 
it appeared that this point had been the 
J[ubje£l of two foregoing Ones ;t and that 
having eftablilhed its truth there, as he 
(uppofed, be thoUght^ himfelf warranted 

* 180. \ T*bc 4ih and b\\u 
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in his fubfequent EJJhy on Miracks, to lay 
it as the foundation of hb reafbning* 

What then is this grand principle of our 
author's new philofophy?*— He begins 
with obferving, that ^' all reafonings con- 
^* cerning matter of faft, fcem to he found- 
^**cd on the relation of caufe and effcft, 
^ and that by means of that relation alone; 
^* can we go beyond the evidence of our 
^ memory and fenfes. If you were to 
^* afk a man, fays he, why he believes any 
^^ matter of fa6l which is abfent ; for in- 
^* ftance, that his friend is in the country, 
^* or in France ; he would give you a rea- 
<^ fon, and this reafon would be fome other 
^* fa6l ; as a letter received from him, or 
*f the knowledge of his former refolutions 
*' and promifes. A man, finding a watch 
^* or any other machine in a defert ifland, 
^* would conclude that there had once 
^ been men \ti that ifland. All our rea- 
^ Ibnings concerning faft are of the fame 
^* nature : and here it is conftantly fup-^ 
*^ p. 49. 
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^* pofed that there is a connexion betwixt' 
^^ the prefent faft and that inferred from' 
'* it/' Thus far his doftrine is unexcep-' 
tionable ; but when he proceeds to enquire 
how we arrive at the knowledge of caufes' 
and eflfefts, here we muft leave him, unlefs 
we would, with him, contradift firft prin- 
-ciples, and ftrike at the foundation of all 
certainty. For he lays it down *' as a ge- 
^f neraJ propofition, which admits of no 
*^ exception, that the knowledge of this 
^^ relation of caufe and effeft is not, in any 
*i ihftance, attained by reafonings, a priori^ 
^-^ but ^rifes entirely from experience^ 
*-Vwhen we find that particular objcfis. 
** are conftantly conjoined witli each 
^^ othen Let any objeft be prefented to 
\^ a man of ever fo ftrong natural reafon 
^ aiKi abihties \ if that objefl: be entirely 
^' new to him, he will never be able, by 
** the moft accurate examination of its fen- 
^ fibJe qualities, to difcover any of its 
t*.caufcs and effe£b, Adam^ though hi^ 
^* rational faculties be fuppofed, at the 
V very firftj ever fo perfeft, could not have 
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^^ inferred^ from the fiuidity and tranfpa^f 
*f rency of water^ that it vioiM fiiffbcate 
" him, or from the light and warmth of 
'^ fire, that it would confumc him. No 
** objcft ever difcovers, by the qualities. 
^' which appear to the feafes^ either the 
^* caufes which produced tt^ or the tStRg 
^' which will arife from it.; nor can our 
^Vreafon, unaflifted by experience, ever 
^ draw any inferences concerning real , 
** exigence and matter of fafl:/** 

It is on the truth of theie aflerdons that 
the argument depends, by which our au«« 
tfaor would prove that miracles are inca* 
pable of being made xrredible by human 
teftimony . For thus they feem to be con^ 
nefted together, Prevbus to our owq 
experience, we can difcover no connexion 
between caufe and eflFeft, nor aifure our* 
felveSjby rcafoning, ^j ^r/e^r/, that a caufe 
has an aptnefs to produce one efiFeft rather 
than another. From this poficion then it 

* p. 50—51, 
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foUoMrs^ that unlefs oiir own expenenoe 
Jm^ comicded a caufe with a partkula^^ 
;cfieft, no tcflamony of witnefles can in- ) 
duce us tp Wieve tlmt the cflfeS was pro- 1 
iduced; but miracks being events <rw/ris»ry \ 
iofitm ani unedterablt txperienccj tb€ protf 
ngainfi A mtfaclf^ from the vrry nnturc aftht 
faSi^ isM tntire as nny argumentfrmn €xfe^ 
ritnce cmi p^j^y he imagined^^l have en- 
.^vouced, with all the impartiality I am 
mafter of, to give you a &iit reprefantadon 
of this argument; and I hope I have mit 
miftaken it, thongh a miftake here mighi 
be very- pardonable, ciMifidering the ob- 
fcurity of this writer, owing more to the 
fingularity of his matter than to any de- 
fefl: in Ins ftyfe. I ihall now ^ideavcmr 
to fati^y you, that one who can infift ori 
fuch points has no pretenfions to be fol- 
lowed as a guide« 

For it fhouW fcem, that the very pro- 
poling of his opinion will, to every out 
who has not renounced the firft principles 
of human knowledge, be a fufficient con>r 
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iuiation of it 2 and though we Could ndt 
\point out any inconfiftcncies or contrat- 
diftions in the reafoning by which it is 
fupported, yet as it is apparently fceptical. 
Bay, as the author himfelf tells us it is fo,* 
bis arguments, for this one reafon, ifierit 
DO anfwer, becaufe they can (carcely meet 
with advocates; they may puzzle, but 
they cannot convince; they^ may con- 
found, but will never convert the reader. 
And it is no inconfiderable proof of the 
wcaknefs of a caufe, when it cannot be de- 
fended but by running counter to the ge- 
neral fenfe of mankind, and contradifiing 
trciths looked upon as felf-evident* 

If no event, however well attefted, be 
credible, which contradifts experience, 
4hen there can be no certain ftandard of 
the credibility of fafts ; but this will vary 
as does the experience of thofe to whom 
they are propoled ; for all men have not 
-the fame opportunities of feeing the fame 

♦ The fourth EfTay he calls Sceptical Douhjts, and the fiftb^ 
-Sceptical bulHfions of tlicsc Doukts. 
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tvente; and a thing may be familiar to 
*one/ and never heard of. by anothcf* 
"That there are many events true, which 
-men can have no experience of, is certain. 
But Vrere the do£lrine which we are now 
oppofing to be admitted, no fuch thing 
could ejver be made credible to oi» who 
lias not feen it: but what ft range w^ work 
^woold this make in life? and how ridicu* 
lous would a man make himfelf if he 
rejefted matters of faft, iiKlifputably truci. 
^nd.confirmed to him by the moft unex*- 
<:eptionable tcftimony, — merely becaufe 
they Were contrary to his experience. 
For inftance, what could be more contra- 
ry to experience, to firm unalterable expe^ 
rience^ within thefe three or four centu* 
ries^ than that a fmall ironbullet> of a few 
pounds weight, fhould be.able to batter 
down the thickeft and ftrongeft walls ? 
At the firft invention of fire arms, fuppofe 
that this faQ had been attefted to a perfon 
atadiftance, who was entirely unacquatnt* 
cd with the prindples and mechanifm of 
the new machine ; fuppofe it attefted io 
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the ilroDgeft and raoft imexteptkNubk! 
tbiomtr, by.thou&ods bfwkficflcs, perfons 
of credit and^epiitatioiiy perTona viko were 
lpe£latQfs^ and who could not be rufpefi* 
cd of any defign to impose a lie-— wouH 
it be enbtigk for the perfcm to wh0m tkis 
natter c^ fad was propofed^ to fi^ I wHi 
tmtbeHereit^ becaufe you teU me a ihmg 
ecmtrary to umform and conftant expe- 
Tknce ? would he not be looked upon as 
^ a whimficai fceptic^ if he refiifed to bdieve 
it on this evidence ?— Certainly he wotidd» 
with every body except the amhor ofPA^ 
hfipbical EJfays^ according to whoTe prin- 
ciples this evidence muft be refitted. So 
d^ this doflrine^ that no events however 
well attefted, is to be believed^ unlefsitbe 
warranted by experience^ excludes £rom 
being credible, events deducible from the 
laws of nature, and which are to be ac« 
counted for on mechanical principles, as 
well as it does miracles* It therefore 
proves too much, and confequently 
proves nothing at all. This will be farther 
illuftrated by putting the following cafe r 
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it U contrary to the uniform; conftant ex^ 
pferience of the inhabitants under the tor-* 
rid zonfe, that watier (hould befcome folid 
aS the dry land, Suppofe, then, what we 
know muft have happeried, that perfohs 
from our part of theMTorld ftiould go intd 
thofe faltry regidns; and affirm there, td 
the nati\^es, that water frequently became 
thus hard iri the countries they came from ; 
fuppofe that tail numbers of witneffes 
agree in thfe fame atteftatioii, aiid that this 
itiatter of faft is affirmed by every one 
who arrives from dur cHmates ; riiuft all 
this weight of teftiraony go for nothing; 
inerely becaufe they affert what is con- 
tifsiry td fiffri aftd urtalterable experieiice? 
This^wdukl be very abfurd; yef, upon our 
mithot's principles it muft. — Nor will it 
make any difference to fay, that fuch 
evend$ alone are incapable of being ren-- 
dered crediWfe by teftiritdny, which are 
contrary to unifotifi experifence in all dif. 
ferent parts of the worfd. For if a perfont 
be ignorant what is ufual in other climates, 
ihenha thing contrary td the fettkd courfd 

€ 
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of paturc in the country where he lives; 
is as much a miracle (to him I mean) as a- 
thing contrary to the fettled courie of na«- 
ture in all parts of the world. That a dead 
man (hould be again brought to life, is an 
event contrary to the fettled courfeof na* 
ture in all parts of the world: and fop- 
pofing fuch an event attefted in the moft 
unexceptionable manner to the inhabitants 
of any country whatever, they could have 
no greater reafon to look iipon it as incre- 
dible^ than the inhabitants of the torrid 
zone have to look upon the freezing of 
water as incredible. 

Again~if no event, however well at- 
tefted, is to . be believed* unkfs we have 
experience for it, then would it fc^w 
that we could never infer the poflibility 
of any events by arguments draw» 
from reafon^ or from the nature of 
the thing. Our author was aware of this, ^ 
and, therefore, to obviate fuch an ob* 
jeftion, he endeavours to prove that the 
di&in6lion ufually made betwixt argu^ 
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mente drawn fl-otri experienct, and thofe 
drawn from reafon is, at the bottom, ^- 
ronepus ; and afferts, '* that all thofe ar- 
'^ guments, which are fuppofed to be thfc 
^ merfc eflfefts of reafoning and refl^ftiohi 
*• will be found to terminate, at laft^ in 
*' fome general. principle and contlufion^ 
•' for which we can aifligtt tiO reafori but 
^' obferVation and experience."* But is 
it poflfible for any f<irious miln to reafdti 
thus in earneft? For, if reafofa^ antece- 
dent to experience can^ in no inftancei 
^oiht out A connexidii betWiXt tabfB and 
eflfeft, theii muft we fay that th^re is lid 
foundation ih rfeafbri fot* bfeli^vihg that A 
fabric, cctofifting of a Variety of parts^ 
riicely and regularly {*ut together, is the 
«ffe6fe of A defighing cmfcj rathet* thah ihafc 
it fprahg from Hind chance. — We tiniver* 
felly affent to the truth of this propblitioH^ 
that whatever had a beginning arofe from 
a Caufe prior to itj and producing if. BiJt 
will our author dflett that we could rievef 

♦ p. 74. 
C 2 



Digitized by 



Google 



20 

have known the certainty of this, unlcfe 
we had drawn it from experience ? Will 
he affert that experience is our fole ground 
for concluding that life, confcioufnefs, and 
reafon, could not be communicated but 
by a caufe vefted with fuch perfeflions ? 
Strange as thefe doftrines are, the!y are 
the obvious confequences of the pofition 
that experience alone points out the con- 
nexion between caufe and effeft* Nor 
indeed are thefe confequences fuch as our 
author will difown ; for he exprefsly tells 
us, that if we reafon a priori, any thing may 
appear able to produce any thing, the falling 
of a pebble may^ for aught we know, ex^ 
iingui/hthejun, or the wijh ofamancon^ 
tiroui the planets in their orbits: and again, 
ibat not only the will of the Supreme Bang 
may create matter, hut for aught we can 
know, a priori, the will of any other being 
might create it, or any other caufe that the 
rwfi whimfcal imagination can ajjign.^ — I 
need fay no more to you I am fure, noF 

* P. 244. 
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indeed to any perfon of found judgment, 
to make you difclaim this author as a 
guide, whofe argument againft mirac/es, if 
it has any weight, is equally an argument 
againft the exiftence of an intelligent ^r/? 
cau/e. 

Thefophiftry of our author's argument, 
by which he would prove, that without 
experience, we never can difcover the 
connexion between caufe and effeft, lies 
here, that he brings his inftances froni 
the laws of matter and motion eftablifhed 
in the world ; which laws being, confeffed- 
ly, arbitrary conftitutions of the Creator, 
the manner of their operations cannot, to 
be fure, be deduced from any previous 
reafoning, but muft be drawn folely from 
experience; and from thefe particular in- 
ftances he infers his univerfal conclufion ; 
which is evidently falfe. For does it at all 
follow, that, becaufe there is no connexion 
difcoverable a priori betwixt caufe and 
effe^ in fome cafes, there is no connexion 
difcoverable a priori in any qafe? Becaufe 



•Digitized by LjOOQIC 



2$ 

God (^rd I pretend to rcafon with non? 
but believers of 4 God) has eftabliflied 
fuch an4 fuch l^ws in thp univerfer-for 
inftanqe, th^t ftre fliould cqnfmfle, s^nd 
water fuflPocate, and a heavy body de-r 
fcend — will it follow that, in this cafe, we 
cannot difcover from realbn, independent 
of all ejfperience, thg^t God could have 
eilablifhed laws different from thefe at 
^T&y and can, when be thinks fit, fufpend 
them now tha^ tbey are eftablifhed ? This 
w^ what our author ought to have proved, 
jmd for thi?f plain reafon:~every one whp 
has admitted the exiftence of a God, will 
be apt to urge that we caji difcover, by 
reafoning, a priorir that there is a con? 
jaexion between an Omnipotent Being and 
Almighty caufc ; and every efeft that \% 
the objefl of power, and, confequently, 
that we can difcover, by realbning, a priori, 
the poffibility of miracles, becaufe it re- 
quires the exertion of no greater power 
to reverfe the cyftabliihed la\i(s of nature (in 
the doing of which confifts a miracle) 
^an, at the beginning, to eftablilh them. 
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Our author forelaw fome fuch objeftion 
as this might be urged ; for he tells us that 
^ though the Being to whom the miracle 
^ is afcribed be Almighty, it does Hot, 
^ upon that account, become a whit more 
^ probable ; fince it is impoffible for us to 
^ know the attributes or aftions of fuch a 
** Being, other wife than from the expe- 
*• rience which we have of his produftions 
*^ in the ufual courfe of nature/' Here 
he prefents us again with fbme of his pa- 
radoxes. Who would not have thought 
that an Almighty Being could produce 
every poffibility, and confequently depart 
from bis produSiom in U>c ufual courfe of 
nature f A perfon of a plain ordinary un- 
derftanding would have thought, that the 
very idea of Omnipotence impiied the 
jpower (rf doing this : and will expcft to 
l^ar it demonftrated, that nothing is pof- 
fibfe but what is eftablifhed in the ufual 
courfe of nature before he alters his opi- 
nion* — Unlefs, therefore, our author can 
demonftrate this, which, however enter-.* 
prizing, he has not pretended tado; un- 
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tp the ufual courfe of things, is not sjn ob-. 
jeft of power; the idea of the opanipotence 
of God >vill lead us to admit the poffibiiity 
of fuch events, apd if once their poffibi- 
lity be admitted, in fpite of all thp quibbles 
of thet fophift, and 4II the art of the fcepdc, 
common feofe will teach us, that fuch 
events, which are what >ve call miracles, 
^lay be made credible by teftiipony ; be- 
capfethey are fuppofed to bp matters qf 
faft, of the certainty of which fpeftatorsi 
jnay haye all the aflurance they can havq 
for the certainty of the moft common 
events. 



r, 



But why need I take fo much pains tq 
prove that miracles may becpm? credible 
by teftimony, whei;i I can bring in ou^ 
author as concuri;-ing in the fame cpnclu- 
fipn? It is frfgi|ently the fate of writers, 
efpecially of fuch as aim at fo^nething new. 
and fingular, to confute themfelves in their. 
; own works ; and that the author of thei 
\ J^^ay on Miracles has done this, will ap;. 
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pear ftom' fhc following quotation :-^** I 
f* beg the limitation here made may be re- 
5* marked, when I fay that a miracle can 
ff never be provedTo as to be the founda- 
** tion of a new fyftem of religion. For I 
ff own that otherwife there may poffibly 
5* be miracles, or violations of the ordina- 
^' ry courfe of nature, of fuch a kind as to 
f' admit of proof from human teftimony, 
f* though, perhaps, it will be impoffible to 
f' find any fuch in all the records of hiftory. 
^' Thus, fuppofe all authors, in all langua- 
*^ gc5, agree, that from the firft of January 
^* i6oo, there was a total darknefs overall 
f' the earth for eight days ; fuppofe that 
*' the tradition of this event is ftill ftrong 
*^and lively among the people; that all 
V travellers, who return from foreigri 
" countries, bring us accounts of the fame 
^'tradition, without the leaft variation or 
f' cohtradiftion ;r, it is evident that our 
** prefent philofoph^^rs, inftead of doubting 
?* gf that faft, ought to receive it for 
W certain, and ought to fearch for 
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^tbe cau&s whence it might be de^ 
^rivcd.'^ 

Not to infift on the obvious incon- 
fiftcncy of recommending it to the philo- 
(bphers^ to iearch ibr the caufes of an 
event contrary to uniform and conftant 
experience, when, according to onr au* 
thor's doftrine, fuch a fearch would be 
labfurd and ufelels, b$€auj!s cxprrien<t ahne 
points out tie connexion bttw^in caujtdmd 
iffkSly not to infift on this, I fhall beg leave 
to ohferve, that in the above quotation^ he 
himfeif pulls down his own favorite 
fcheme, — For I appeat to every reader, 
whether we have not Iwrc a confe(Eon| 
that human teftimony may, in fbme cafes, 
give credibility to miracles, or violations 
of the laws of nature? He forgets then 
that he had laid it down as a principle 
«* that no teftintony for any kind of mi* 
^f racle can ever poffibly amount to a pro- 
^ bability, much lefs a proof ;t that it i« 

t P. 199. + IWd. 
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^^ experience ofify which gives authority ta 
** huniian teftimony,*-^that a miracle fup^ 
<* ported by <wy human teftimony is mon; 
'* properly a fubjeft of derifion than of 
^^ argument f\ — for here he allows that 
tefti«iony^ under certain circumftanccs, 
may give credibility to a ftranger prodigy 
than ever happened. Perhaps he will fay^ 
that the univerfality of the miracle and of 
the tellimony, in the inftance afligned by 
l^Vtif makes it dififerent from all others. I 
9nfwer, that admitung it does« iliU he 
llands charged with a contradi6lion of hi* 
own principles, which, how he can get 
clear of,. I fee not. His general opinion, 
a$ is evident frorr^ his own words jull 
quoted is, that hum^n tcdimony, in no 
inftance, can prove a miracle; how, there^ 
fore, <?an this pofttion be maintained, and 
it be granted, at the farne time as he doe^ 
grant, that fuch a teftimony as he de- 
fcribes will give credibility to the miracle 
of the eight days darknefs? In the ox^ 

t.P. 198. t P. 19^, 
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place he rejefts human teftimony abfolute- 
!y, and without any rejlridlions, when re- 
porting a miracle ; and, in the other place, 
he gives us leave, provided human tefti- 
mony have certain qualifications men- 
tioned by him, to admit it, however mira- 
culous the faft attefted be. 

But I fee no reafon why a local viola, 
tion of the courfe of nature— a darknefs, 
for inftance, of eight days in one country 
only, if attefted by thofe who lived near 
the place where it happened, and confirm- 
ed by the tradition of thofe who had op- 
portunities of knowing the fa6l, fhould 
not be looked upon as equally credible 
with the univerfal darknefs inftanced by 
our author. The poflibility of a local 
miracle cannot, furely, be denied by the 
perfon who admits the poffibility of fo 
ftrange a miracle as one extending over 
the whole earth. Now, if a local miracle 
be poflTible, nothing more can be requi- 
fite to eftablifti its credibility, but that we 
have all the evidence for it t|iat the natufQ 
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of the faft can admit of; and as it was 
not univerfal, univerfal teftimony muft 
not be expefted. For the nature of the 
proof from teftimony is the fame, whether 
we hav^ five hundred or five millions of 
witnefFes. If the leffer number have equal 
opportunities of knowing what they at* 
teft, and are equally credible in other rc- 
fpe£ls with the greater number, we have 
equal reafon for admitting the teftimony 
of both. 

, You fee. Sir, that the great champion 
againft miracles, does himfelf admit, that 
human teftimony may prove a miracle of 
as extraordinary a kind too as we can fup- 
pofe ever to happen. 

But, upon a clofer attention, I begin to 
think I have injured him, by fuppofing 
that he could ever deny that miracles, in 
general, can be made credible by teftimo- 
ny ; for, it feems, his opinion is that only 
fuch miracles cannot be made credible by 
teftimony, as are urged to be the foundatioTtr 
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l/it newjyjiem ofreKgion; and be defires uf 
io undcrftandhim ii)itb this limitativh.* Not 
to mifreprefent him, therdfbtfe, this limi- 
lation {hall be allowed himi But, at the 
fame time, I would slfk him thi^ plairl 
queftion, if this be allowed him, will it not 
involve him in a labyrinth of cotttradic* 
lidni? For it matters not, whether a mi-* 
racle be wrought in fupport of a religion ' 
or no— our author's bostfted argutiieftt 
ftrikes at all miracles ; and, according to 
his principles, a// miracles muft be rejefted, 
becaufe all miracles zrt events contraty to 
firm and unalterable experience.. Before^ 
therefore, he had admitted that human 
teftimony ftiay give credibility to fuch 
miracles as are not afcnbed to a ttewfyjlcmof 
religionist Ihould have taken care to have 
weighed the^obvious conftquences of his. 
own arguments, which exprefsly forbid 
him to believe any niiracles at all. — But 
not to carry this charge of inconfiftency 
any farther, we have here a clear vifew of 

♦ P. 1 j$. 
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the principles of this gentleman. He will 
believe any thing when religion is out of 
the queftion, let it be ever fb ftrange; but 
whenever religion is concerned, he is (b 
(crupulous, that he will admit nothing* 
He grants that the moft extraordinary 
prodigies may be proved by teftimonyt 
provided no body can aflign any end or 
purpofe they could bedefigned to atifwer; 
but whenever miracles are appealed to as 
the foundation of a newjyjlem of religion^ 
that is, whenever a wife and important end 
can be ferved by them, then, he would 
ha^ us believe, that we have been im« 
pofed upon, and that no fuch miracles 
were really performed. How wild and 
inconfiflent this way of talking {for I can^ 
not call it reafoning) is, I appeal even to 
yourfdf ; which, whife it abfcrfutely re- 
fttles credibility to the miracles of the 
Chriftia» fcriptures, allows us to believe 
fuch miracles and prodigies as are to be 
met with in Liry or Dion Cafj^us, 

But what is the reafan affigned for the 



.GooqIc 



32 

incredibility of rbiracles, when they are? 
made the foundation of a new religion? 
** Becaufe," fays our author^ ** men, in all 
** ages, have been fo much impofed upon 
" by ridiculous ftories of that kind^ that 
•* this very circumftance would be a full 
^* proof of the cheats and fuffident, with 
•^all men of fenfe^ not only to make them 
*^ rcjeft the faft, but even rejeft it with-* 
"put farther examination/'* 

Are we then brought back, aft6r all th€? 
efforts of metaphyseal fcepticifm, to this 
weak and childifh argument— That, be- 
caufe fome men have been knaves and 
fools, therefore, all muft be fuch ? That be-^ 
caufe fome men's teftimony in relating mi- 
racles has been falfe, no teftimony whai-s 
ever for a miraculous faft ought ever to 
be taken? — To infer from the world's 
having been fometimes impofed upon by 
falfe miracles, that no miracles have ever 
been true, is as abfurd as if one fhpttUi 

* p. 5oo: 
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deny that tliere is any reai virtue amon^ 
men, becaufe there is mhch hypocrify ; or 
as if he fhould refufe to take any coin, 
becaufe it fometimes has been counter- 
feited. Counterfeit coin, fuppofcs that 
there is fuch a thing in the world as good 
money, and no body would pretend, out- 
wardly, to be virtuous, unlefs fome were 
really fo. In the fame manner, the falfc 
miracles, about which fo much work is 
made, fuppofe the exiftence of real ones ; 
and the cheats that have been impofed 
upon the world, far from furnifliing us 
with reafons to rejeft all miracles in gc^ 
neral, are, on the contrary, a ftrong proof 
that fome^ of which they are imitations, 
have been genuine. By what criterion 
we can diftinguifli the true from the falfe, 
is indeed a moft important enquiry, and 
will be the fubje6l of the following (hcets* 

I (hall not profecute my examination of 
this author's boafted argument againft 
miracles any farther^ both becaufe it has 
been fully and effeftually anfwered by 
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others*, and becaufe what I have jufi 
thrown out muft fatisfy you that events 
contrary to firm and conftant experience, 
may become credible by human teftimonyy 
cfpecially as you have his word for it ; 
and he was the firft, \ know of, who ever 
denied it, giving us his reafon for doing 
lb. In this afting the part of a fair ad- 
verfary, and at the fame time, in my opi- 
nion, giving the fevereft blow to the 
enemies of the Gofpel miracles that they 
ever received; becaufe he has fliewn that 
he could not (and if he could not, I am 
fure no other perfon can) eftablifh the 
incredibility of miracles, but by calling in 
queftion the firft principles of human 
knowledge ; but by introducing the moft 
extravagant fcepticifm, that ever made its 
appearance under the venerable name of 
philolophy.— I fliall only add, that an au- 
thor who efpoufes fuch opinions, can never 

* By l)r. Rutherforth in a fermon ; by an anonymous au- 
thor of Remarks on an ElKiy concern! ag Miracles ; fuppofcd 
to be a \yorlhy prelate ; but more at large by the Revd J\Jr. 
Adams of Sbrewftury, and by Dr. Campbell of Aberdeen* 
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be a dangerous enemy to teligion. JHis 
arguments having novelty, may pleafe for 
a while ; but fo bppofite are they to every 
one's fettled notions, that thfeir influence 
cannot Jbe lafling. Sorry I am to fay, that 
the author ©f the Philofophical EJfays feems 
to have a right to this charafler, — a cha- 
rafter which muft fink the value of his 
Writings, in fpite of the moft eminent 
abilities. 

Though I have fufficiently fexpofed the 
Weakncfs of Mr^ Hume's fceptical fubtil- 
tieSi the advocates ofiafidelityj in general, 
hot having adopted them, it is incumbent 
t>n mfe to take notice of a nmre pdpulat 
objeftion to which they ufually haVe re- 
courfe* It is this, that man has a light 
within, which ahfwersj to the full, all the 
purpofes of religion^ and that a dUe attfei*- 
tion to his rational faculties, will, without 
the afliftance 6f fupernatural inftruftibn, 
^enable him to know and t6 aft in conform- 
ity to the divine will, as the means of 
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fecuring the favour of heaven, aiid thtf 
happinefs of a future life. 

We may pronounce this to be an affer- 
tion equally prefumptuous and unfounded. 
For, however inftrufted man might be, as 
originally created, it could not but be the 
care of an all- wife and benevolent being to 
rekindle the light of natural reafon, when 
its corrupted and debafedftate had mvolv* 
ed the human race in all the mifchiefs of 
the moft humiliating darknefs ; a darknefs, 
which we know was univerfal, and would 
have been infuperable, if it had not been 
difpelled by the light of revelation. And 
thofe minute philofophersof our days, wha 
difclaim all revelation as unneceflary, 
would do well to confider, that Socrates, 
the moft diftinguifhed philofopher of hea- 
then antiquity, entertained no fuch notions 
of the fufficiency of human reafon. For he 
exprefsly tells us, that we myjl wait till we 
learn from an inftru£lor who careth for us 
and has a wonderful concern for our interejs, 
in what manner we are to conduct our- 
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fdves with regard to God and our fellox^ 
creatures^. This verdi£l alone, I efteem 
as a complete anfwer to all the fophiftries 
oidiColHnSi and all the declamation of a 
Tindal. 

It is upon this footing, that the miracles 
recorded in the New Teftament are to be 
defended. For the expediency of a divine 
revelation being once admitted, the ex- 
pediency of miracles mayeafily be proved^ 
—There are but, two ways by which Cod 
ceuld reveal his will to mankind— either 
by an immediate influence on the mind of 
every individual of every age, or by feleft- 
in^fome particular ferfons to be his inftru* 

* This remarkable judgment of Socrates eonoertiing th« 
expediency of a revelation, is to b^ met with in Plato's 
Second Alcibiades^ 

enf9^almtt<r ^MMia^at, A. Tlort ^y va^U'att o x^^^^ tiros*: tf 
Zwxfdirfs* ; yy ns vou^ivam ; ^ifai ju^ «y fAO< ^okw Idhv rSroy 
Tw avO^sinrov rU ipu Zvx^* ''Ovtqs ir« « f^^* wtf < a».— ■oXXa 
ftw xaxf r»or^ ^ai;/x«p)» oflrnf wsf< an VfoOvi^lxf e^J^t, V\a^[Oli\% 

piaiog, Selea. Ed. Cantab, p. ^55, 2b6. 
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ments in reforming and enlightening the 
world, apd for this purpofc veiled by him 
with fuch powers, as might carry the 
ftrongeft evidence that they were really di-* 
vine teachers. ^ 

But with regard to the firft method 
which I have mentioned^ if you ftioul4 
urge that this would have been the pro-' 
pereft, as it would have fuperfeded the ufe 
and neceiljty of miracles, I would defire 
you to confider, that you admit what is 
more extraordinary and incredihlp, than 
tije miracles you rejeft. For upon this 
fuppofition, you muft believe it to be 
more probable, that God fhould be con- 
tinually fuperfeding and afling contrary 
to his own appointment, by making a new 
revelation of his will to every individual, 
than that he fhould only do it upon a fpe-. 
cial and extraordinary occafion. — 

The other method, therefore, of pub^ 
lifhing a revelation from Heavcn,was to"be 
made choice of— fome particular perfons 
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'were to be appointed to teach and aathet- 
ticate it to thd world. But bow wete fuch 
perfons, whom wc fuppofe teachers froih 
Heaven, to prevail With others to receive 
what they taught, as the will of God? 
Will their bare affertion be fufficient ? At 
this rate, a Wide door would 4be opened to 
impofture, and every one might, at pf ea- 
fure, ptiblifh the whims of a difordercd 
imagination, or the errors of a depraved 
heart as ntrefiages from Heaven. It muft, 
therefore, be ih the p'ower of tht divine 
teacher to appeal to fome credential, that 
may prove he has a right to be believed. 

Perhaps yon will fay, that the intrinfic 
excellence and reafonabtenefe, of what ft 
taught, will be eflFe6liial for this ptrrpofe. 
But, Certainly yptt cantiot affert this rf yoa 
ttfk&iy that, whatever rig^t reafo^n might 
do, corrupted reafon, reafon funk in idola- 
try and fuperftition on the one hand, and 
in immoral pra6liee on the other, would 
pay but little regarcl to the inftru6lions of 
thofe who could pfoducenO authority, but 
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the intrinfic one of thdr inftruQions being 
agreeable^to reafon. And hence it was, 
that even ilF^ny of the Pagan philofophers 
had taught a perfeft rule of religion and 
morality, which however was far from 
being the cafe, none of them could ever 
have done much good as to inftrufting 
reforming mankind. They wanted autho- 
rity to teach, and fan£lions to enforce, as 
a law, what they taught. And as neither 
the bare aflertion of the teacher, nor the 
reafonablenefs of what he teaches, can be 
TufEcient to prevail with others, to receive 
him as fent from God, what elfe can be 
done, in order to prove this, but to veil 
him with fuch powers as might carry the 
clcareft evidence of a divine afliftanee ? 
And what clearer evidence can be produ- 
ced of this afliftanee, than his being vefted 
with a power of performing fuch works, 
as no man could perform unkjs God zv^re 
with him? 

I truft, that I have not unfuccefsfully de 
fended the Chriftian revelation from fuch 
of the attacks of the advocates of infidelity 
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us liave been already confidered by me, 
Butfufficient notice has not as yet been ta* 
ken of an objeftion, which as it fcemsto be 
their moft favourite topic ; it is incumbent 
on me,if I would do full juftice to the fub* 
jeft, to examine with due attention. The 
cbjeflion is this — That men in all ages, 
having been fo much impofedupon by falfc 
pretenfions to fupernatural powers, a juft 
fufpicion is created, that no fuch powers 
have ever been a6lually exerted ; efpecially 
as it is confidently aflerted, that the miracles 
recorded in the New Tellament, and which 
we believe to be the works of God, are 
not fupported by ftronger evidence thaw 
are thofe of Paganifm and Popery which 
we rejeft, How little foundation there is 
for this objeSion, will, I flatter myle]£ 
be moft compleatly proved, in the exten- 
five view of the fubjeft which fhall be laid 
before you. The accounts which have 
been publiOied to the world of miracles 
^n general, may, I think, be arranged 
under thefe two clafTcs ; Firll, of events 
^oijfeffedly beyond the power of natural 
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I canfes to produce ; and, fecondly, of events 
' which though not in their own nature mi- 
laculous, have, in particular inftances, been 
believed to be fuch from a confideration 
of the peculiar circumftanees under which 
they were brought about* 

Entering now upon the taflc I have un* 
dertaken, I flball begin with an accurate 
examination of the miracles reported to 
have been wrought amongft Pagans of old, 
and Chriftians of latter times, and hope 
to produce fubftantial reafons for our re- 
jeftion of bothclaffesofthem, by (hewing^ 
firft, that fuch of them as are confeffedly 
of the fupernaturat kmd, may, from the 
infufficiency of the evidence produced in 
fupport of them, be jnftly fufpefted to 
have never happened ; and, fecondfy, that 
fiich of them as we may admit to have hap^ 
pened,, though afcribed to the exertion of 
fupernatural power, were brought about 
by the operation of caufes merely natural. 

After having carefully illullrated and 
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confirmed^his ftatcment, I fhall proceed 
to an examination of the Gofpel miraclest 
from which it will appear in oppofition to 
the affertion of Mr. Hume and his infidel 
friends, that they may moft eafily be diP- 
tinguiftied from the other events of the 
marvellous kind, which are either the fa- 
brications of iropofture or the dreams of 
credulity, and that both ctaflfes of them, 
recorded in the New Teftament, are fup. 
ported by evidence fo entirely unexcep- 
tionable, as muft convince every lover of 
' truth, that they were really performed, 
and that all of them are undoubtedly mi- 
raculous. 

Such the», is the plan upon which 1 am 
to proceed, and on which I burH my ex- 
peftation, of convincing you of the truth 
of the Chriftian faith. If the premifes 
propofed may be made good, as I am per- 
fuaded they may, at leaft in the hands of 
fome abler difputant, ribe conclufion i5, 
that the Chriftian reKgion muft needs be 
true, upon your own conceflion. For 
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your conceffion was, that a perfon affum-. 
ing the charafter of a teacher fent from 
Ood» and vcfted with a miraculous power, 
has a right to be obeyed in whatfoever he 
teaches. Now that Chrift aflumed the 
charafter of a teacher from God, you 
will readily grant, and it is incumbent 
upon me to endeavour to prove, agreeably 
%o my plan, that he was vefted with the 
i>ower of performing real miracles* 

In order to this, and in purfuance of 
the plan that I have laid down, let U85 
jiow take into confideration fuch of thq 
wonderful works faid to have been per- 
formed amongft Pagans and Papifts as 
could not poflibly be brought about by 
operation of any natural caufe, and, I 
flatter myfelf, that the evidence produced 
in their fupport will appear to be fo very 
defeflive and infufficient, as juftly to war- 
rant our rejefting them as idle tales that 
never happened^ and the invention of 
boU and interefted deceivers* 
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1 have already obferved, when I tfcatcd 
of the evidence requifite to give credibi- . 
lity to miracles, that the teftimony fup* 
porting them muft be Free from every 
fufpicion of fraud and impofture. And 
the reafon is this— JA^ Hiftory of Mira^ 
cles (to make ufe of the words of an * au- 
thor whofe authority you will think of 
fome weight) is of a kind totally differttd 
from that of common events, the one to be 
fufpeSled always of courfe, without the 
flrongejl evidence to confrm it ; the other 
to be admitted of courfe^ without as firong 
reafon tofufpcEl it. So that, wherever the 
evidence urged for miracles leaves grounds 
for a fufpicion of fraud and impolition, 
the very fufpicion furnifhes fufficient rea- 
fons for difbelieving them. And what I ' 
fhall offer, under this head, will make it 
evident that thofe miracles, which the 
Proteftant Chriftian thinks himfelfat li- 
berty to rejeCV, have always been fo inful^ 

* Middkton*^ Free Inquiry, p. 237, 
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ficicndy atteftcd as to feavfc full tcopt fot 
fraud and impofition to play their parts; 

That I may proceed with the greater 
perfpicuity, I fhall here lay down a few 
general rule's, by which we may try thofe 
pretended miracles, one and all, wherever 
they occur^ and which may fet forth the 
grounds on which we fufpeft them to be 
falfe. It would be an endlefs and an un* 
neceffary tafk to enumerate all theinani* 
fold accounts of miracles reported amongft 
Pagans Si\id amongft Papijls, and to ex* 
amine them one by one, critically, in 
order to difprove them. I ihall only, by 
way of illuriration of my rules, feleft a few 
memorable accounts by which may be 
formed a judgment of the reft. 

Now, I think it will be impoflible for 
you, to aflign any particular inftancc of a 
Pagan or Popijh miracle, the accounts of 
which do not labour under one or other 
of the following ddfeSs, which we think 
warrant our dift^elieving them* 
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Firft, we fufpeB miracles to be fallc 
v^hen the accounts of them are not pub- 
lifhed to the world till long after the time/ 
when they are faid to have been per-] 
formed^ 

Secondly, we fufpeft them to be falfe, \ 
when the accounts are not publiOied in / 
the place wh^re it is pretended they were! 
performed, but are propagated only at al 
great diftance from the fuppo&d fcene of 
aftion. 

Thirdly, fuppofing the accounts to have 
the two foregoing qualifications, we ftill 
may fufpe£l them to be falfe, if in the time 
when, and at the place where they took! 
their rife, they noight be fuflfered to pafs 
without examination. 

And when we come to try by this teft 
any particular mirsiclt o£ Pagani/m or Po- 
pery, which can be traced up to contem- 
pprary witneffes, and was publifhed on 
the fpot, it will be inftantly obferved that 
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it labours under one or other, or both^ of 
the above-mentioned circumftances. — We 
fiiall ever find the people refufing any ex- 
amination of the miracle, through a blind 
credulity and eagernefs of belief, or the 
promoters of it, armed with power, ren- 
dering an examination impraQicable* 

But what occafion, you may fay, can 
there be for my troubling myfelf to point 
out to you the reafons why thofe miracles 
ought to be rejcfted as falfe, of the truth 
of which you never profeffed yourfelf to 
be a believer ? — I anfwer, that though you 
kave not profeffed a belief of them, you 
and your friends have reprefented them as 
bearing equally ftrong marks of genuine- 
nefs with the miracles of the gofpel, with 
this profeffed view to have both of them 
thought fpurious. It became neceffary, 
therefore, in order to extricate ourfelves 
out of this labyrinth in which you would 
involve us, to point out fuch defefls in the 
evidence of the miracles fet up in oppofi- 
tion to thofe of the Gofpel^ as warrant our 
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difbelieving them. When I have examm- 
ed, then^ the moft memorable accounts of 
thofe fpurious miracles, according to the 
rules above-mentioned, I fliall proceed to 
prove that the objcftions which deftroy 
their credibility, cannot, with any juftice, 
be urged againft the evidence of the mira- 
cles of the Gofpel. 

The firfl: rule laid down was,— That wc 
may juftly fufpeS thofe miracles to be 
falfe, the accounts of which are not pub- 
liflied to the world, till long after the 
time when they are faid to have been per^ 
formed. 

In order to give credibility to any diftant 
faft, it is expefted either that uninterrupt- 
ed tradition fhould have preferved and 
handed down the memory of it ; or, at 
leaft, if the tradition has been interrupted, 
that it fhould be mentioned in contempo- 
rary records, — And if common matters qf 
faft, which cannot be traced up to the 
iage they pretend to, are not to be admitted 

£ 
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M credible, this certainly holds much 
ftroiiger with regard to miracles, Nowi 
upon examinatiort, it will be found that - 
the accounts which we have, of many 
ofthcboaftcd wonders of JP^^an^ and 
Popery^ are of this kind, that is, cannot 
fee traced up to the age they pretend to, 
but were publifhed to the world when 
length of time had, by removing the 
tn^&ns of examination, rendered a detec* 
lion of their falfehood impoffible. 

And, firft of all, lindet this head may 
be ranged the account of the miracles of 
Apollonius of Tyana^ publifhed to the 
world in his life written by Fhtlojiratus. 

It is certain that Phifojiraius did hot 
write till above an hundred years after 
the death of his hero. What evidence, 
therefore, have we, that the fefls attribu- 
ted to this wonder-worker by his hiftorian, 
were ever heard of, before he wrote ? 
That the life of ApoHonms had been aU 
ready written by Mitragenn isi indeed. 
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that the miracks afcribcd to him by Phi- 
Ipproius had been, before Ais, taken no* 
tice of by Maragents^ that the direft 
contrary may be ii^rrcd from this, that 
Fhilojbraius, inftead of making ufe of fioch 
materials as were already im the hands of 
the publicf, acquaints us that he compo&d 

* Origen. contra Celfum L. 6. p. 302. 

+ Thereafon why Philpftratu;5 did pot make ufe of Jtf»- 
TageneS) wbo ^ad wrkten Apolloiiius's life before he did, 
mi^ hp gV^if^A at fjr9ni yv^t Oii^n ift\\% us :-i>rTi)at Apol« 
lonius, ^oeordi^ig to Ihe accoui^t |iveii of him by Msexajsi^ 
nes, was looVed upon as a magician and a ju^ler. *AyMu»i 
V7F0 rvis Bv AmoTsXunu (AMyttxs ovk ayems rtvMS fiXocro^ovsy ut w^s 
ymr» «wr*i» jiAX^ra;.**. •Origen loc. cirt. The authoficy, 
therefor?, of H^^rgg^^s ooul^ npt be i^pp^al^d to by Pb>W- 
AraluSy withput defecating th^ intQQti(w of bis book. The 
former feems to have repre(ented Apollonius^ as he rjeaUy 
was, a perfon who could by his fuperior art and dexterity, 
perform fuipri^iog feats and legerdemain tricks, wkich the 
fuperfliVpn and ignorance of the times gave him encoiiur^g^* 
ment to attribute to magic. A magician being, in thofe 
ages, looked upon (as appears from many places of Ori- 
gen's book juft quoted) to be one who, by the ufe of certain 
incantations, and charms, and forms of barbarous words^ 
or by the celebration of certain odd rites, could force fa* 
perior beings or daemons to aflift him. This view x)f Ap.oU 
lonius's character was too difadvantageous to be adopted 
E 3 
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bis work, partly from hearfay talk, and 
partly from an account of Apollonius de- 
livered to him by the emprefs "Julia the 
wife of Severus^ faid, indeed, on the au- 
thority of the unknown perfon who gave 
it to the emprefs, to have been written by 
one Damis, a companion of Apolloniuf^ 
but never heard of in the world, till it fur* 
jiiflied materials to Pkilojlratus*^^ 

Is it poffible, therefore, to give credit 
to any hiftory, much lefs to a hiftory of 
miracles, which ftands on this moft fufpi- 
cious evidence? For the whole credit 
due to the miracles of Apdlonim^ is ulti^ 
mately to be refolved into the credit 
due to PhiloJlratVfS himfelf; and, furely, 
little credit is due to him, We have no 
other evidence for the truth of thefe 
grange fa£ls, but the affirjtnatipn of one 

by Philpftratus, whofe work w^ c^lpul^tcd to rppr^r 
fent him as a worker of rpal miracles by the afliflauce of 
Ibe Pagan gods, in pppofition to the miracles afcribei| by 
phriftians to the founder of their religioi^, 
f Philoftratus^ Lr 2. C. iii. 
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who lived fo long after they are fuppofed 
to have happened^ that he could not pof^ 
fibly know^ allowing him inclined to be 
impartial, whether the materials he had 
to work upon were true or falfe. And 
not only this-^but we have no other evi* 
deuce for thcfe wonders^ but the affiripa- 
tion of one^ whom we have fufficient 
grounds to fufpcft of having a defign to 
obtrude a hiftory of lies upon the world* 
—This, indeed^ is more than I need 
prove, to deftroy the credibility of the 
miracles of Jjft(?//(?n/W, which is overturn- 
ed by this fingle confiderdtion, that the 
account w€ have of them was not written 
by one^ Who had opportunities of know- 
ing the truth, nor publifhed but tothoic 
who, through length of time, had no op-* 
portunities of detefting the forgery ^ 

Udwevef, I (hall add fdirie further reflex- 
ions, from which it will appear, that inter- 
nal marks of falfehood are as glaring, from 
Philojlraius's own narration, as the defefla 
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of its external rvidence have been (hewn 
to be. 

The fvpporters ofPagmifrtt having ob- 
fcrved, that the rapid and extenfive propa- 
gation of Chriftianky was produced by 
an appeal to the miracles of its founder, 
thought that they could ftot mo*e efFeSu- 
ttlly ferve their dying caufethan byfetting 
up a fimilar claitn, in defence of the efta*- 
bliihed idolatry* Accordingly, Pbilojtra- 
tut undertook to write the life oi Apo^o~ 
niut. That it may not be faid, I affert 
without proof, and decide without argu- 
mttn,{nfkt me to mention a few particu- 
lars which will demottftrate, that Fhilo- 
Jlratus was not fo careful to relate what 
ApoUmdus really performed, as to inverit 
a feries of mlraeles, which might be pa- 
rallel to thofe afcribed by Chriftians to 
JtfiSLSi and which ebrrefpond fo exaftly 
with fefli recorded in the New Teftament, 
that we need not hefitate in pi-onouncing 
them imitated from it. 
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- Is ytfm ftikd in the Gofpels the Son of 
God ? Philojireuus makes his hero the re- 
puted fdn of Jupiter. Do the evange- 
iiils mention the appearance of an angel 
to the BlefTed Virgin, and the Ihining of a 
ftarat the birth of Jefusf Fhihjlratus 
tells lis, that the gods admoniflied in a 
dreffln the mother of Apol/onius, of the 
birth of this great infant, and that, when 
he was born, a flafh of lightning fell 
from Heaven*. Did Jftfus raife the daugh^ 
ter of Jairus from the dead ? Our philo* 
fopher, in imitation of this, raifes to life 
a young maid at Romt'\'. Do the GoC* 
pels abound with cures of damoniacs? 
ApoUoTuus alio is introduced performing 
the fame. Nay, farther, it is extremely 
remarkable (and to the biflipp of Avran^ 
eke, Mr. Huet, we owe the obfervation) 
that Pkihjiratus in relating how Apollo- 
rdus broke off a correfpondence which 
one had with a damon^ ufes almoft the 
fame words which are ufed by St. Ldkif 

♦ thiloflralus, Lib. i. C. iv. t lb. Lib. 4* C. x. 
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in relating the cure of a dcemoniac by 
our Saviour. The cvangeHft * tells us, 
that the evil fpirit cried out, iioiMti <rou 
fin jiAi (3fl«r«v*5t!f, I befeech you not to tor- 
ment me : And Fhilojlratus^ in his narra^ 
tion, fays, that the fpirit Xhim ^% pa<r«v»5«y 
«uTo, befeeched hinni not to torment it. 
Is it to be imagined that this Cmili- 
tude of expreffion could arife merely from 
chance? — When we confidcr, on the one 
hand, that the phrafeology of the writers 
of the New Teftament was a very pecu- 
liar one, and, on the other hand, refleft on 
the great latitude of expreffion in the 
6??r^i tongue, that PM^rfl^iwjfhould ufe 
exaftly the fame words with St. Luke will 
appear extremely unlikely, unlefs we fup^ 
pofe he had his Gofpel before him. 

Again do we read in the A£ls of the 
Apoftles, that Paul^xA Silas were miracu- 
loufly let out of prifon, and that their 
fetters fell off? Apollonius muft alfo be 

♦ Luke, Cb. viii, V. 25. ! 
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vefted with the power of (haking ofF hU 
fetters at pleafure*. And were the apof- 
ties infpired with the gift of tongues? 
This qualification muft alfo be beftowed 
on our philofopher t. Only his hiftorian 
has happened a little to forget himfdf : 
for in the courfe of his hiftory, ApoUonius 
cannot converfe with Pkraortes, but 
through the help of an interpreter. 

But as the refurreflion oljefus is the ca- 
pital miracle of the Gofpel, it was efpe- 
cially neceffary that Apollonius fliould alfo 
vie with Jefus here. Accordingly we 
find the hero of Philojirattis rifing from the 
dead J, and appearing, though I think, 
but to one perfon whom he inftrufiled in 
the immortality of the fouL 

Thefe inftances, out of a great many 
^ others, muft convince every impartial rea- 
der that Philqftratus had the Gofpels be- 

♦ Phil Lib. r. C. X. f lb. Lib. 1. C. xiii- 
t Phil.* Lib, S.C.xiii, 
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fore him when he compofed his Life of 
ApoUoniuT, and that he invented a fet of 
miracles whkh might bear a ftriking re* 
femblance to thofe of the Chriftian teacher. 

Other internal marks of Philqjkratuis 
book being a romance, we have, in his 
curious difcoveries of monkies as big as 
men, of beafts with a human head and lions 
body, of women half white and half black, 
of wool growing like corn, of countries 
abounding with phcenixes, griffins and 
dragons. A book every where inter* 
fperfed with fuch anecdotes, may, perhaps, 
gain credit with one who can digcft the 
fpurious travels of St. John MandevilU, 
or the wonders of LiLliput and Brabdig-^ 
nac ; but with every ferious perfon, it 
muft have carried its own confutation even 
though we could have traced it up to the 
time oi Apollonius. 

Having detained you fo long in review* 
ing it, and looking upon the fimilar ex* 
ploits of Pythagoras, as related by Por^ 
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particular xiotke, let us now defcend to 
limes nearer our own, to the times of 
monkifh ignorance and fraud, fliining with 
the glorious light of miracles, if we believe 
«ther the public decrees of the Church 
of RomCt or pay any credit to its private 
writers ; but, in reality, times when the 
Cmplicity of xht Gofpel degenerated into 
grofs fuperftition, and when the inven- 
lions of men, fuperadded to the word of 
God, were not more abfurd, than the frau- 
dulent contrivances to fupportthem were 
numerous. 

I think I may fafely affirm that many 
of the raoft noted miracles among Ro- 
man Catholics, are to be ranked in the 
clafs of thofe fafts whofe credibih'ty is de- 
ftroyedjby their not having been publifh- 
cd till length of time had thrown a veil 
over the forgery. 

Nay fo certain is this, that it is demon- 
ftraWe that many of thofe faints, to whom 
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^^oftdcrs have been attributed, tiever had 
cxiftence, but in the brains of the ftiame* 
lefs interpolators, and ignorant tranfcri-^ 
bers, of the Old Martyrologys, or were 
never heard of, but in the impudent 
legends of the Breviary. — Inftances 
of this have been often affigned by 
Proteftant writers. — Inftances of per- 
foiis canonized who never lived*; of 

• Mr, Addiron in his Travels^ ami Dr. IVJiddletod, fro» 
him, in his Letter from Rome, mention that the Mount 5a- 
ra3e, is now called the Mount St. Orejles, to which faint 
tbereis a convent dedicated, on the top of it^ However, as 
two faints of the name of Oreftes, whofe feilivais are on the 
gth of November, and on the 13th of December^ have a 
place not only in the Roman Martyrologys, but arealfo re- 
irorded in the Greek Menoeon, as having fiifFered Under 
Dioclefian, one in Armenia, and the other in Cappcuiocia^ 
and as this latter Oreftes is named exprefsly by Gregory 
Kaziamsen in his oration on St. Bafil : from all thefe cir- - 
Climltances, I fiiould think that, though Sorade be now 
corru^rted into St. Orefte, this cannot be urged as a proof 
that St* Oreftes never exifted. But many other inftances 
of faints who never exifted can be aftigned. Not to infift 
therefore on St, Ampkibol us (St. Alban's cloak) or on St. 
Veronica (a handkerchief) ignorantly converted into perfons 
vfho, as they never were formally canonized, may perhaps 
be fuid not to be irencrated by the church of Rome, tbougk 
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Heathens converted into Chuistiah 

it is notorious tbey 9re venerated by the individuals of it; 
— J fball extra^ from the Martyrology publi/bed by Qrt^ 
gory the XVthy and confirmed as authentic, by a buli^ 
Inilances which indifputably prove my a0*ertion« of noor 
entitys, pr things tranfubflantiated into perfous, and prayei 
to as faints. — Ii> the front of the RomUh calendar ftands i 
faint AlmachiuSp whofe memory is folemnized on the Ifiof 
Janiiary. If we confider the iiniverfal filence of ao- 
tiquity as to tbisperfoni and (he perplexity Baroniusis under 
about bim, fuppe/ing bin) to be the f^me mentioned hf 
Theodoret under the naipe of Teleipaphus ; wiJl it not be 
thought a very probable conje6(ure that, as St^ Almftchijit 
is placed in the firft line of Uie calendar, its title, St. 4U»^ 
nacumy Sanctum Almanacumy has been, by fome ignorant 
monk in the dark ages, miilaken for an ancient Saint? And 
it was eafy to frame St. Almachius, of Stt Almanacum, ef- 
pecially, if wefuppofe it wrilten in the old way of abbrevia« 
tion. — If any one, in oppofition to this conjedure, (hould 
iirge the word Almanacum to be modern, the anfwer is, 
that it is a word as o|d as Porphyry, as appears from a quo«r 
tation of him by Eufebius. — P. Evan. L, 3. C. iv. But 
yrhatever be the fjAtc of St, Almachius, wl^ethei* a real ikiut; 
or only an almanac ; another inllance of a non-entjty coo^ 
verted into a ikint, we have in Siridon, whofc fefUval is^n 
the 2d of January, Baron|us in his note on this place, 
where we read Sanpti Siridonis Episcopif profef{es himfelf 
entirely ignorant who this Siridon was, apd where biibiip. 
And well he might; for Dr. Geddes tells us, that iq fom# 
old MSS. of the Martyrology the true reading appears, at^ 
fl^e mart^ is found to be Domnus-^Antiocbiac S^rUf!^ 
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Saints * ; of Heretics miftakcn for otho- 

S}omni ; thefe two la (I words being fo corrupted as to form 
Siridon aperfon who never exifted. — On the l6tL of Fe- - 
bruary we have Sancti Juliani Martyrise cum aliis quinq ; 
fHtUibus. In this place for five foldiers, quinque militihus^ 
Writ in abbreviation Mil. we now find milHbus. But what 
M the multiplying five foldiers into five thoufand faints, 
wlten we can produce an inftance of a fpear metamorphofed ' 
into a foldier ? On the 15th of March is the feftival of St. 
Longinus who pierced our Saviour's fide. From the Greek* 
word X«!3^, which fignifies a fpear, and ufed by St* John la 
the relating this fa 61, has been deduced the name of th6 foU ^ 
4ier to whom it belonged, and the fpear being once made a 
man, the man was eafily made a faint. I fliall give but one 
mftance more, and as firange as the lad; of fou^fcoreand 
iJiree miles, converted into fo many martyrs. Under the 
54th of July we read Amiterni in Vestinis passio Sanctorum 
mffitum octaginta trium. Now from the old MSS. Martyr- 
ologys it is evident we ought to read, At Amiternum^ 83 
miles from Rwne, of St. Victortnus : the abbreviation of Mil' 
Harioy being miflaken (or Milites^ Thef« inftances are fo 
flagrant that to mention more were fuperfiuous. Whoever 
would fee more may meet uith them in the TraAs of Dr. 
Geddcxs. 

* Not to mention 'Evodia taken notice of by Mjabillon in 
his Itiner. Italicum^ nor St. Viarius whofe miracles were 
famous all round Evura in Portugal, till Refendius (hewed 
that no fuchperfon had ever e^dfled, by reading the infcrip- 
iion which referred to two heathens who had been ap|M>ii>t* 
^Vidrum Curandarurn, to repair the high-ways ; which i^ 



Digitized by CjOOQ IC 



63 

dox *, aixi of moral and Chriftian virtues, 
perfonified into martyrs and miraclc- 
worfcers f . However as the (cei^sof the 

icription, though very oafy to be nnderfiood, wos bejciid 
the reach of Portnguefe priefls. Not to mention theie i» 
inflances, becaufe not countenanced by any public aft of 
the church, the authentic Marly rol ogy prefents us with • 
St. BacchuSf a St. Quirinu9f a St. Mercuriits, a St. Romulim^ 
a S>t. Nilammon^ a St. Hippiditus^ &c. &c. all which favour 
much of a Pagan original. And, in particular, if we com- 
pare what the RomiHi church fays of St. Hippolitus, with 
the fable of Ovid concerning the fon of Thefeus, of the famo 
name, it cannot be doubted that the oneilory is a copy of ' 
the-other. For a£ the Pagan Hippolitus was torn in funder 
by wild horres,fo, if we turn to the Martyrology, under the 
}dth txf Auguft, we read that the fame fate attended the 
Chrillian Martyr of that name. What ftiW confirms this, 
is the giving St. Hippolitus a nurfe j for the Martyrology, 
after relating his fate, addeth passi sunt todem Dit^ beata 
Concordia ej^s tutrix ^ Sec, — Every one knows what fhare 
a nurfe had in the fiory of Phaedra and Hjppolijtus. 

♦ Inftances of heretics -canonized, we have in Theoclotus 
an Adrian, on the 2d of November; of Paphnulius a Mi* 
lefian heretic, • on the 1 1 th of September ; of Fdix a fchif- 
jnatic, on the 59th of July, &c. &c. &c, 

+ We read in the Martyrology on the 1ft of Auguft — 
^* Romae paflio Sandarum Virginum Fidei, Spei, &c Chari-? 
^* tatis, quae fub Hadriano Principe, martyrii coronam 
*^ ad*?j)tae funt." Now that there ihould ever be three 
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Romi/k miracles arc not altogether ia 
terra incognita. I Ihall take particular 
notice of one or two of their moft boafted 
pretenfions, which may give you a fpeci- 
men of what you are to expeQ; in moft 
of the reft. The infl^nces I propofe to 
mention, are the miracles afcribed to the 
two famous heroes of the order of the 
Jefuits— Ignatius the founder of their 
order, and Francis Xavier, their apoftlc 
in the Ea/i lndi($, 

Ignatius, according to BouhoUrs, Maffei, 
and feveral other writers of the order of 



young women of tbe names of Faith, Hope, and Charify,. 
©r, if there were tliree fuch young women, that they (houTd 
liappen to fuffer martyrdom together, muft be owned to ?)e 
liighly improbable. And if we take it into confideratioh 
thai a day wa& fet apart, in the old Pagan calendar of 
Rorae» to Hope, thi^ creates a Arong fufpicion, that theie 
ihree are imaginary martyrs, and inferted by way of ac* 
commodation to Pagan prejudices^— a refpedl to which has 
been demonflrated by Dr* Middlcton, iu the Poftfcripl to 
his Letter from Rome, to have given rife to the glariqg 
Hcathenifm, as I may call it, of ma|iy rites and pradticijs 
pf ^he pomifh churchy 
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3^^/t^J (for above twenty of them have been 
his biographers) was not inferior to any of 
the faints, either for the number or the 
jftrahgenefs of his miracles. But that thcfc 
miracles were impudently forged, long 
a&cr he was dead, by an order of men re- 
markable for their forgeries, and with the 
pbvious intention of extending their own 
power, by exalting the reputation of their 
founder, will, I think, be pretty evident 
from the following particulars : 

, Ribadeneirdi a Spanijh jefuit, was the 
firft who undertook to give the world a 
life of this faint; and that he undertook it, 
with a view to exalt the charafler of the 
head of his order, we might have fuppofed^ 
even although he had not told us fo him^ 
ielf, when he /ays, that he was well qua?- 
lified to write the hiftory oi Ignatius, 
having, from his youth, been an eye wit- 
nefs and adnlirer of his moil holy life.* 

* Cuj^s ego viri hidoriam (}uoniam a Puero fandiftimxe 
ipfms vitas fpe6lator atqtie admirator fui, pUniorera & rna« 
jori rerum fide fcriber^ polefo. Ribaden* in Prftfat. 

r 
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As, therefore, we canndt but fuppofe tfcrt 
Ribadeneiraj a cotemporary, muft have 
heard of Ignatiu&\ miracks, if J^ny had 
been pretended to, fo it cannot be doubted, 
that fiich a biographer wOuld have gladly 
laid hold of an opportunity of relating 
them ; as the afcribing of miracles to bis 
hero, would have advanced his repiatatioii 
more than any thing elfe that could be re« 
lated of him. 

Does then Rlbadtndra afcribe any mi- 
racles to IgnaUusf So &r is he from doing 
Ais, that we are certain, from his own de- 
claration^ not only that he himfelf did not 
l)elicvc his feint had ever performed mi- 
racles, but, farther, that this was a point 
univerfally known and agreed upon. For 
he enters upon an inquiry,* in his book^ 
whence it could happen, that fa holy ^ 

* L. 5.C.xiH. p. 539. Scd drcat aliquis, fi vera.haec 
fint, at profe£lo ixxnX^ quid caufse eft quamobrem illiuft 
fanditas minus eft teftata miraculis ? & ut multorum fan6lor» 
tim vita, fignis declarata, virtutumquc operationibus vor- 
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than had nat the gift of miracles beflowed 
tipon him ; and the elaborate and fenfible 
Ttafom which he afligns for this*, are a 



♦ The following fpecimen of them deferves oilr perufal : 
Hsc dixeiim non ut miraculotum vim elevem, fed ut pni^ 
detiB \t6Uyt iaielligat, rem totam Deo comnuUeodaa ; qui 
dona fua unicuique didribuit proUt vult. Potuit ille pro fua 
occult^ fapientia, noftrae hoc imbecillitati dare, ne mifacu- 
ht unquam ja^are pofleiiras. Potmt tiHlhati^ ut aul^ore iii^ 
ilituti minus illvSt^Ti, a JeAi potms, quam ab il&t, nomem 
traheremus 6c noflra oos appellatio facl*a moneret^ ne ab illo 
oculos unquam dimoveremus : quem non foluni, ut com* 
inmiem iiamani gieneri^ Uberatorem ac principeniy fed etiam 
^ prxidpUiim ducem colertSy atque utiitari deHmus, mi* 
tumamlanc IbcietatiMB Aii nominis gleriefo titdo deco-^ 
Jrantem; Potuit hoc etiam tribuere tetnporibus, quibus haec 
miracula neceflaria non funt. P. 54?, 543. 

The reiti of btiraiVrty which rmis through this paffage, 
agrees but very ill with the charaHer and condu6l of the 
JeOuts, who hsLXCi ev^r finc« the foundation of their order 
given the world too mdny fetal |>roof8 off their ai'rogauc-e and 
kmbition ; a&d inAead of i^deavouring to dtferve the glo- 
rious appellation afTumed by thfem^ *by a blind obfequiouf- 
iiefs to the pretenfions <rf thfe court of Romej pretenllons in- 
conliftent with the fectrrity and ind^endcncy of the civil 
tnagillrate, and by their odioiis attempts to fap the {bnnda- 
lions of Chriftian morality, have rend^rtKi the dppelhltion of 
JeHtit odious even anrong the moderate part of iht church 
tff ftome ; and have made the petiai lawi of proteftant ftates, 
J>articularly of ours, agalnft the religion they have pro^ 0' 
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demonftration that it was^ at that time; 
looked upon as an indifputed fa3^ that 
Ignatius hsd not been vefted with any fuch 
power. 

As Ignatius died -in 1557, and as 
Ribadeneira did not publifh his life till 
1572, we may be certain that the miracles 
afcribed to this Saint had not been invent- 
ed or thought of during the firft fixteen 
years after his death. Nay, we are certain 
that they were not thought of during the 
firft thirty years : for, in 1587, Ribadeneira 
publifhed a fecond edition of the life of 
Ignatius; and though, in this edition, he 
tells us* he has added many new particu^ 

gated by treafons, aflafli nations, m^^acres, and villanies oC 
every kind, to be a6ts neceflary for our own prefervation^ 
und not to be charged to a fpirit of perfecution. 

* Multa mihi neceflario addenda judicavi. Primum nova 
qusedam, quae poft libellum excufum, graviffimi viri, & Ig- 
natio valde familiares, & ante focietatem conditaro intimi 
neceifarii, quafi teftes oculati de ipfo Ignatio nobis retule*- 
runt. Turn alia, quae dubia antea mihi erant, & diligent! 
poflea inquifitione inveiligata, certa efle comperi, Ribadeiv 
yiPracf. Ed. lasr. 
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lars which he had learnt fince he publiihed 
the firfi, from fome oflgnatius's moft inti- 
mate friends^ and other matters^ which be* 
fore had appeared doubtful^ but in confe« 
quence of his dihgent examination he now 
found to be certain ; yet, after all this care 
and diligent inquiry, the miracles of Igna^ 
tius were ftiU unheard of by him, for this 
edition is as filent about them as was the 
firft. 

, This then being the cafe, we may well 
be furprized, that this fame Ribadenerra 
fliould, in an abridgment of his work, 
printed at Ipres^ in 1612, afcribe miracles 
to Ignatius; telling us, as his reafon for 
not inferting fuch accounts before, that 
though he had heard of them in 1572,^ 
they were not fufBciently authenticated a£ 
that time*— But this excufe cannot ferve 

♦ Quamviti enim anno 1572, primum vitam ejus latine fcri- 
berem alia nonnulla miracula ab eo fada novilTem, tameh 
a4 eo mihi certa k explorata non er^nt ut in vulgus edenda 
mibi perfuaderem ; poftea vero, quaedionibus de ejus in 
divos relatioxie publico habitis, gravibus k idoneis teftibus 
/ujerimt conoprobata. Cap, 18. P. 121. Edit. Ipreiu 1&12; 
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}m imrpofe ; for it requires more (tebtiHiy 
tlian the moft fubtile Jfeftdi is mafter of, 
to be l^hlfi to reconcile his afiferting that b« 
bad heard oi Ignaliui's^ miracles in 1572^^ 
with his elaborate inquiry at that very 
time, into the reafons why God had no^ 
vefied his Ssunt with fuch a powcy . 

From all thefe circumftances* therefore^ 
I think myfelf authorized to conclude, that 
the miracles of Ignatius, which, about the 
year 1612, were fo boldly appealed to-^ 
-were impudent forgeries then trumpt up, 
al the diftance of above half 4 caatury. 
from the age they pretend to, aiKi when 
a uetfiftion of them was impoJEble to be 
fet about. And why a power of miracle? 
ihould, at that time, fee afcribed to this 
Saint, is obvious. The Jlf/^ts, now that 
^ir founder had been dead almoft fixty 
years, began to think of getting him a, 
place in the calendar :* and that their or- 
der might not be outdone by thofe who 
could boaft of ^ St- Francis, a Sx, Bemarc^x 

■^bit \ta« obtained of Pope Gregory tbeXVtb, ii^ ;62% 
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a St. BmediEi^ or a St Dtmimc, Aey were 
r^folved to have a Samt Ignatms at their 
head That noobjeflion, therefore^ migke 
fee made to his admiflion into the venerable 
liA of Demi-gods, it was thought neceflra** 
ry to do what other orders of religious 
had done before— to attribute to him a 
catalogue of miracles which, at fuch a 
diftance of time^ could nm be difproved, 
and the evidence of which need be but 
^ (lender to be allowed of by the church, or 
rather the court of Ronu^ whofe power 
and grandeur are moft efFeSually fup^ 
ported by its claim to miracles, under the 
ianftion of which it is enabled K> exercife 
a boundlels. empire over the under Aandii' 
\Vk^ of its votaries** 

* It may be obfenred in genentl, in the lives of tbe Ro- 
mifh faints, that the ac/counjts of the miracles afcribed to 
them, are ufually faid to be extra^led out of the authentic 
certificates, &c. exbfbited during the procefs of their cano- 
nization. A moft fatisfying proof that they are forgeries of 
an age pofterior to that they lay claim to; as few or none 
of their faints are canoni^d till they have been fo long <iead, 
as to make it eafy to attribute any wonders to them without 
fear of poptradi^^ipUf 
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Leaving, therefore, our military faintt 
our knight-errant in devotion, to enjoy, 
as the reward of his fanaticifm,* equal ho- 
nors with his brethren the founders of other 
orders^ fuffer me, now, to take under my 
examination, the miracles afcribed to Fran- 
as XavieVj which, as they have made 2S 
much noife as, perhaps, any boafted of by 
papifts, are very proper inftances to illup 
trate my argument, 

I have now before me two lives of this 
famous faint, written (as we may eafily 
have fuppofed, though we had not known 
it) by two fathers of his own orders, by 
Turfcllinus in Latin, and by Bouhours in 
French. But as the latter is little more 
than a tranfcript of the former, drefled out 
in a more elegant manner, I fhall, in the 

* For a view of Ignatius's chara^er fee StiUlngJlett'4 
fanaticism of ihp Church o/'ilonie-r-Mr. Wharton's Enthv" 
$iasm of the Church of Rome demonstrated, in obfervationa 
on the life of Ignatius-r-or Mr, Bayle's Dictionari/i under the 
article Loyola; to whicli laft author I own myfelf princK 
pally ind^bie(| for the reinarks oq this faint':t m|rap(€S,t 
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remarks which I make on thefe miraclci^ 
confine myfelf to the account given us of 
them by Turfellinus. Ancl that Xaviefs 
miracles are inventions pofterior to his 
lime, will appear from the following cir- 
cumftances ; 

Turfellinus in the preface prefixoi to 

his firft edition, laments that no one had 

ever thought of writing this faint's life till 

he had been dead thirty-five years. Be- 

fore any credit can be given th'^refore to 

the miracles reported of Xavicr^ we muft 

be fatisfied that they were publicly known 

during the time intervening from hi$ 

death : but fo far is this from being the 

cafe, ihat we can produce, what I look 

upon as mod conclufive evidence, that 

during that time Xaviefs miracles had not 

been heard of. The evidence I (hall allege 

is of Acojla^ who himfelf had been a mif» 

fionary among the Indians. His work 

de procurandd Indorumfalute^'w^s printed 

in the year 1589, that is above thirty-fevcn 

years after the death of Xavier^ and in 
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it we find an exprels acknowledgment that 
»o miracles had ever been performed by 
millionaries among the Indians. For ha 
aflign; it as one realbn why the Gofpd waa 
not propagated by them with the feme 
fuccefs as it was by the apoftles. ^' That 
^' the power of working miracles did not 
** fubiift among the rajiffionaries, who not 
" being able to excite the adiniration or 
*' the fear of the barbarians, by the majefty 
*' of ^ny fuch works^ were, confe^quently, 
** defpiled by reafon of their mean ap* 
^* pearance/'* — Is it to be imagined that 
Acojla would have reafoned in this manner,, 
if, at the time he wrote his bocJc, the mi^ 
racles related by Turffllinus had been af» 
crihed to Xavier ? Had fuch accounts been 
public, Acojld could not but have heard of 



* Altera caufa in nobis eft, cur ?ipoftolica prasdicatio 
jnftitui omnino non poffit apoftolice, quod miracuiorum 
nulla faculias fit : — nollri nupc temporis^ cum tuliMR) aptv 
pm majcftate fefe^ barbaris admirandos & tiraendos« nor; 
praebeantj nihil reftat iiifi ut reliqua vita inopia &i impt)tp^« 
lia pcriilus coBtemnatiir. ]^2,Q.y\iu 
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thcHit ts he hirofelf was a y^/uit ; and, 
tiierefore, from his filencc, we may infer 
une;^ceptionably, that between thirty and 
Ibrty years had elapfed before Xavier's 
miracles were thought of: or, which is 
equally fubverfive of their credibility, if 
they were heard of within this period, 
that they met with no credit from one 
who cannot be fuppofed deficient either 
ia opportunities of informatiexn^ or in rea^ 
dinefs of believing them^ 

That the miracles afcribed by TurJcUin 
thus to J(avier are pofterior to the age of 
^avi^y may be deduced ftill more clearly 
from the tefVimoRy of the faint himfelft 
The miffion of this apoftle ktfled ten 
years ; during which time he regularly 
porrefponded with his friends, and the fu^ 
periors of his order in Europe. Thefe 
letters of his have been collefted, and arc 
now in the hands of the public. As the;^ 
treat principally of his milfion, of thq 
progrels. he made, of the difficulties h© 
bad to ftruggle with, and the means ht? 
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made ufe of to convert the I/idiaris, it 
came, unavoidably, in his way, to mention 
his power of working miracles, if ever 
he had been vefted with fuch a powen 
But fo far is he from giving us the leaft 
hint of this, that he mentions a circum- 
(lance which is abfolutely inconfiftent 
with the fuppofition. For, in many of 
his letters, he expreffes himfelf greatly 
unable to do any good amongft thofe 
poor people, from his being ignorant of 
their languages, telling us that he had 
jnafters to inftruft him, and frankly own- 
ing that if he could not arrive at an ac- 
quaintance with them, he could do no 
fervice to Chriftianity *• From Xavier 
hlmfclf therefore, we are furniflied not 
only with a negative evidence againfl: his 
having any miraculous power, but alfq 



* Among many other paiTages this may be quoted^ Faxit 
Deus, ut ad divinarum explicationem rerum linguam con- 
difcamus quamprimum ; turn demum aliquam Chriilianae 
rei navabimus operam. Nam nunc, quidem inter eof 
tgnquam mutae quaedam ftatu^e verfamur. Lib. 3. E. 5, ' 
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with a politivc fa6l which is the flrongeft 
poflibie prefumpdon againft it. The end 
of his having a power of working mira* 
cles is fuppofed to be, that he might bring 
over the Indians to Qiriftianity. And 
yet we fee that he himfelf exprefsly dis- 
claims all fupernatural afliflance in that 
very inftance, in which it is reafonable to 
believe Heaven would have af&fted him, 
had it interpofed at all ; and his not being 
alfiffed inwhich^ rendered all other mira- 
cles, though he had performed ever fo 
many, of no effe£l. For unlefs he could 
draw confequences from the miracles^ 
unlefs he could explain himfelf to thofe 
who were witneffes of them, they would be 
as far from becoming Chriilians as ev^er^ 
The Roman Catholics, indeed, think they 
futficiendy anfwer this argument dfa>wii 
from the filence of Xavier, by afcribing it 
to an excefs of modefty. But filence iiot 
Xavier, as to his miracles, would hay^ 
been as criminal as it would be in a gen^ 
ral who gains a vi6lory, to make no msi^ 
mn of it to his prince i or as it would be 
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in an ambaflador, to conceal the foccels 
<^ Jiis negociation from his conftitucfit. 

Another circumfiance which looks very 
fufpicious^ is fumi&ed by TnrfelHjtMS 
himfelf. In the preface to has fecond edi« 
tion he informs us» that^ whereas in the 
firft edition^ he had been able to rdate 
wily thofe a6b of Xavkr, which had been 
performed at the fettlements of the For* 
tugueze, his ftock of materials had been 
fo enlarged, that he was now ensd>Ied to 
rekte the mighty deeds of his faiirt in other 
parts of India and in Japcm. As, accord- 
ing to his own account, it was abore 
thirty-five years after XoLmer's death, be^ 
fore he fet about writing his life, aiul as 
leveral years intervened between the firft 
and lecond edition of it, there can be but 
little credit due to thofe fappiemcntal 
materials (which contain the chief part of 
the wonders) whofe exiftcnce, previoufly 
to this fecond edition, we have no evidence 
of, but the intcrcfted and confequentiy 
fufpicious teftimony of a Jtfuit^ writii^ 
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as lie tells us, by the trommand of his fit- 
periors, and with the profefled view of 
advancing the reputation of his newly- 
founded order. 

Iliefe circumftances Sufficiently democ^ 
ftrate that die miracles afcribed lo Franas 
Xamer, cannot be traced up, by any 
proper evidence, to the age they lay daim 
to, and coniequentJy that they are to be 
rejeSed equally with thofe of St* Ignatius, 
as labouring under the fame defeQ* 

But ^ou^ the infiances which I have 
afifigned under this head (and many more^ 
had it been neceffary, could have been 
affigncd) prove that fonae of the moft 
boaftcd accounts of Pagan SLud Pc^j/& mi* 
racks are pofterior to the age oftheper^ 
fbns to whom they are afcribed ;— there 
are, no doubt, many of thefe pretended 
miracles, the accounts of which are not 
liable to the above objeflion. — I proceed, 
therefore, to my fecond ? 2//^, which will 
diveft many of thefe pretenHons of their 
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Credibility, which perhaps cannot be af* 
feacd by thefrjf. 

The rule is this — Thofe accounts of 
miracles are to be fufpefted, which though 
they may be traced up to the age they 
lay claim to, have hot been publiftied in 
the places where it is pretended the fa6ls 
have been wrought, but been reported 
only at a great diftance from the fuppo-* 
fed fcene of a6lion. 

The grounds on which we fufpefl fuch 
accounts of miraculous fa£ls to be falfe, 
are fo obvious as to require no formal 
explanation. It will be fufficient to ob- 
ferve, that when accounts of miracles are 
publifhed at a diftance from the places 
where the fcenes of them are laid, they 
are publiftied to perfons who, by their 
fituation, are neceflarily deprived of the 
proper means of examining what founda- 
tion there is for the pretenfions ; and con- 
fequently, in fuch cafes, there is full fcope 
for fraud and impofition to play their 
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parts. With T^gard to reports of mira« 
cles, the very poffibility of impofitiont 
creates a fufpicion of it ; and to fay that 
a miracle is fufpefted^ is, in other words, 
to fay it is incredible. 

Take then the Romifk breviary^ or the 
lives of their Saints into your hands, and 
you will perceive what ftrange havoc will 
be made amongft their moil boafted pre* 
tenfions to miracles when they are ti'ied by 
this teft. To defcend to particulars on 
this head would be endlefs, and inftances 
to confirm the truth of my obfervadoa 
are fo numerous,that they are unneceflary. 
SuJGTer me only to remark,, that the mira« 
cles of Francis Xavier are a$ deficient in 
the qualifications required by the fecand 
as they were fliewn to be, in the qualifica- 
tions required by the ^^y? rule. .And, if 
they could have beea traced up to the 
time when they are faid to have been 
wrought, their incredibility would never- 
thelefs have been apparent from this cir* 
cumftance, that the accounts of them wcr^ 

G 
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pttbHOied at a raft diftance from thefep^ 
pofed* lfc<«ie of th6 wondert. 

Fbr where did dife faint difpTay his mi- 
raculous power?— In the extremities of 
the Eaflr, in India^ in %apm. And where 
were the account* oftheife hJ^% made 
j^liej amd fry whom, if ever, believed? 
Kbt on the Jjpotj but in Europe^ at an? 
immenfe difbmee, and cotrf^uently pro- 
lioTiid to perfbtts ttnavoidably deprived of 
•pportmutiet of comingat the trnthj^ fapf 
foifeg^AeniiiiditicdtGr come at it\ and 
ihWfeto^beimpofed upon by thofe, whoffe^ 
private ihterefte werc connefled with the 
propagatieft of an itnpofluue. Pdr as ft 
upptai^ from ^rJ^lHnus^ the orrgfnat 
ktiogmpher of Mtmcr, that he cumpofbd 
lA^UBt 0f this yefuiti by order of die ffr^ 
periar^ofthe7^rtfi himfelf being of the 
femeordtr; and^ as it* is certain that the 
wateriab out of which he compofed his 
woric, were relations font home by Jftfuits, 
thefe cil-ciimfiafnces^ woukPhave thrtnm a 
veil of ftifprcion over thiy boo8, even al- 
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th^gh tke midaof hedomfAned llimfelf t9 
exak h» hCro'l th9tr9&»^ whbtmk §9iii§ 
t)eyond the limits of nature. How greatly, 
th&6iordf does ew (uffkion of ffXud 
ftrefigdien itfetfy Wllen we find dM tha^ 
fii^ referted Mfb fe efMFaord^Miry * ? 

I'hc^e 19 kif» ^c^SfW tiQ^be vefjr psIrU* 
tfolafr^ under tlHS^KeaA;* bcSfaufe I Modil^f 
gtaiit that ihftaiteite of i)l^(^ and P^^ 
fistratlerraa^ be sqp^peal^d t<^r tfa# afeemifili 
ef ^Hcb will ftaod ike (e(l ^ boflr ^ 
iiiboTcr^memtolied iml^^ and feV^ tfeer^ 
jeQion of whtoli'^ wd eaiir hltvcfnd gfotfhcb 

* The obfervatign here made on the fuf^ictots telHniony 
of the biographer 6f Francis* Xayier, may be extended to the 
£rdgrirph«H ot 411' (Ife mn^^^liroftM 0/ (h^ 6btrfdl^ dt 
AHnV.^ fiv^ or^ %^ ^iiifei^d alBo#f its^ 6^^ f^i«^; 
Chu^crAlef St. Frandn, St, Domime^* StrBenedl^, SuBeN 
nard^St. PiUlrp Neri Founder of the Oratory, ^c^ S^c. have 
Jefpe6^i¥e1y been indebti^(t for their lives and* diiTractes', fo 
writers of the orders fMtided^ if i\i M ( ^ y ^ '. Airf- dki^ * 
thefe writers feems to have fet out with this capital point 
in iTiew^ to refHrefetll the faint of his order as having 
performed works ftranger than any df his brother faints can 
t&S^^l /e^dr^ dtiTvh»,tiif vyiVtg^«^«a^4^ 
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to urge cither that length of time, or that 
diftance of place favoured the impofturc. 

r 

What then are we to fay with regard 
to fuch accounts, which we cannot deny 
to have been made public at the very 
times wherit and at the very places where 
faid to be performed ? We rejcft them, it 
is true, equally with the reft : But what 
are our grounds for doing fo, as thofe 
afligned for rejefling the accounts of the 
miracles already examined, areinfuffi- 
cient? Thefe grounds, then, I now proceed 
to fet forth by laying it down as a 

Third rule, that fuppofing accounts of 
miracles to have both the foregoing qua- 
lifications we, ftill may fufpe£l them to be 
falfc, if in the time, and at the place they 
took their rife they might be fuffered to 
pafs without examination. 

It can fcarcely be neceflary to premife, 
that I mean not under this head, to com- 
prehend aU accounu of miracles which 
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can ibe traced up to contemporary wit- 
ncfles, and were publiflied on the fpot. 
Some of thefe are of fuch a nature as to 
merit no notice. For inftance^ when the 
reporters of miracles content themlelves 
with general affertions, and vague claims 
to a miraculous power, without ever at- 
tempting to coriloborate them by defccnd- 
ing to particular fa€ls;'and leave us 
firangely in the dark^s to the perfons by 
whom, the witnefles before whamy and the 
bbjeds upon whom thefe miraculous pow- 
ers are faid to be exercifed, omitting every 
circumftance neceflary to be related by 
them before any enquiry can be made 
into the truth of the pretenfion; when 
miracles, I fay, are reported in this un# 
fatisfa6lory manner (and inflances of mu 
racks reported on the ipot by contempo- 
rary writers, in fuch a manner, might be 
mentioned) in this cafe it would be the 
height of credulity to pay any regard to 
them in a dijlant age^ becaufe no regard 
eould poflibly be paid to them in JA^/r 
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^f iwvf r w>P9%l ygof* itfiy My* Ih«, 
fr<>» lh»F fir A pttWie^ws. wqw #«plqdf4 
a« f9rg^i«t ftwJ w#r» umveriitty difre- 
gMM 9s f(j!«k- Fof" y9»f pfftdii^it 

liHl from 1^ Ttfcc^ §f ^\i ait^pytK* 
oo( fr<m (^fi^ws m)f»€{iBS Nng ^<;^30d* 
^m froifi ifefiFhtyiBg p»(&i§iifffipi wi^-* 

aif %fe ii$ M«r^ pBbliiM VHh *U ihi 
Bfcfiftiy mofujig of inqiufiQg im tJb9 
tittth ©f the pretpnfiipps, tp4 wer« 9©t tJ^» 
plodii if forg^rifs fyt tb^ir Srft pubUf^ftt 
tif)»)< b4t »4milt«4 tp ^ truf by v»ft aym^ 
hers of people to whom they ¥f8re pro* 
pofed. 
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I lay it down as a prini^ple nc* to be 
tix^troverted^ that in order to our having 
^n unexceptionable teftunony ifor mWsu- 
cleBj we muft not only be able to itaict 
lAc accounts of them up to the timci 
when, and to Ae places where, thty ir« 
faid to be performed; Init;, farther, we 
fnuil have an afiiirance Uxom the circum* 
Hances atfeendii^ thek* pubjicaiion, that 
their pretenfions were reaUy examinbd 
into before they met with any credit. 

It cannot, furely^ be necdOary to illuf- 
tf ate the reafonablencfs of this aifertion, 
•^When the truth of a common matter dE 
fa£l lis admitted blindly, without any pre- 
vious exaitaination into the i^imony fup- 
porting it, a door is opened t^ endlefe 
impoiitions. Mw:h mor^ is fuch a pre- 
vious examination ncceflary, before we 
^ can be warranted to admk the truth of 
miraculous fafts. For, if the circum* 
ftances, under which they have been pub- 
lilhed, give us an aflurance that they 
cfcaped a deletion nc^ from j^rcngth ^f 
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evidence, but from toant of examindtion, 
in this cafe^ the accounts of them are as 
fufpicious as if length of time^ or diftance 
of place had rendered an examination 
impoflible^ by throwing a veil over the 
impofture. A miracle, the evidence of 
which was not enquired into by thofe to 
whom it was firft propofed^ ought to be 
jrejefled equally with a miracle, the evi- 
dence of which could not be enquired 
into. 

Accounts of miracles may well be fup* 
pofed to have pafled without examina^ 
tion; firft, where the miracles propofed, 
coincided with the favourite opinions, or 
prejudices of thofe to whom they were 
reported, and who, on that account, might 
be eager to receive them unexamined; 
Secondly where the accounts were fet on 
foot, at leaft were encouraged and fup* 
ported, by thofe who alone had the power 
of detefling the fraud, and could prevent 
any examination which might tend to u^^ 
deceive the worlds 
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I think I may Tafely challenge you to 
produce from ancient hiftory, or from the 
more modern relators of wonders amongft 
Papffis, any particular miracle, which, if 
k can be traced up to contemporary wit* 
nefles, and was publilhed on the fpot, will 
not be inftantly obferved to labour under 
one or other, or both, of the above*men« 
tioned defefts. We (hzill ever find the 
people refufing any examination of the 
miracle, through a blind credulity and 
cagernefs of belief, or the promoters of it 
armed with power rendering an examina- 
tion impoflible* 

Take your Livy into your hands, andi 
you will find this to be remarkably the 
cafe of the prodigies, with which his 
hiftory fo abounds* In taking notice of 
a long ftring of ridiculous ftories, publifii- 
ed in the fifth year of the fecohd Funic 
war (amongft which we meet with an ox 
fpeaking, with a child calling out of its 
mother's womb, lo triumphe I with a wo-' 
mstn chan^d into a man^ and other 
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c^ally curious &€}:$) he * expr efsly trlls 
m that fach ftori^ were multiplied m 
l^oportbn to th« credulous and fuper- 
fiitiQus dirpdition of tboie who bdkyei 
ihcm. No oatioo perhaps, ever wa« fo 
%)er(titipu$ ^ the UmanSp efpectvUx 
daring the times of their republic : » od 
this fuperftitionwas made ufeof, by thf^ 
in authority, fo as to b«eome pubUcly be» 
Bcficial in cafes of emergency. Hence the 
nomercus and frequently repeated report! 
fi" wonders and prodigies, which the crfr 
dulotts and fup«r(Utious people believing 
without any examination, they were, by 
an artful management, kept in fuch a dif* 
pofition c^ mind, as was fuited to the 
ftate of public affairs. Accordingly we 
fiud in JJvyt that when the above-men- 
tioned prodigies were reported, the eifni- 
/uis confuked the harf(fpices, who^ 
anfwer was, that thefe prodigies Chould be 

* Pro4i{(ta eo MDO ntnhs nunci«U funt; cjIub ^» 
nuigis credebant (itnplices ac religioiv homines, eo etian 
plan BHiieiabantitr. yvy, B. 24. C. x. 
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t^o OMre of by. greater facrifices, ^nd by 
Q^riflg «jp prayers at tbc ihrines of all 
i^ goclj«. An4 tb«r<e feem; particuJv 
r«gfpn$ why, at that jun£Uire, it Iboold be 
tbooghti^onveoiept tp alarm the minds of 
the pfQpl« wiih reports of this kind. For 
/jvyt<ilsus» thit, this year, fix new Ic» 
gipM were to be raited ; and nothing could 
h^ wore proper to engage the people to 
unliil, willingly, than to pnopagate w* 
pQt^yt, th* belief of which, by awdkening 
their iuperftitbus £ears of Heaven, difpo* 
fed then» to obedience to the magiflrat*. 

Amongft all the accounts of miraeki, 
to be met with in the old Roman hiftoiy, 
the appearance cSCqfior and PqHux m the 
battle At the \9k^ Rep/Zw, hf^s been moft 
Drequemly m^di? vfe of in our comrpvcr- 
ges on miracles. ** In thtt early tinjes of 
'* the republic, in the w»r with the l^»s* 
^ the godfi» Cafi^ and PqIImx, are fvd to 
** have appeared os white bprie« in the 
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^ Roman army, which, by their aflSftanePj; 
*' gained a complete viSory ; in memory 
** of which the general Pojikumius vowed 
^ and built a temple publicly to thofe 
*' deities, and for a proof of the faft there 
** was ftiewn in Cideros time, the mark of 
** the horfes^ hoofs on a rock at Regt'ffuf, 
•* where they firfl appeared. Now thii 
^ miracle, with many others of the fame 
•' kind, hath, I dare fay, as authentic an 
^ atteftation, as any which the Papifts can 
•^ produce : the decree of a fenate to con- 
•^ ifirm it ; a temple erefted in confequence 
^ of it, vifibk marks of the fa6l on the 
*• Ipot where it was tranfafted; and all 
^ this fupported by the concurrent teftr- 
^ mony of the bell authors of anti<juityi- 
^ amongft whom Bionyjius of Halicar^ 
'^ Tiajfus^ fays that there were fubfifting in 
«* his time at i?(??7i^ many^vident proofs of 
•*^ its reality, befides a yearly feftival with 
** a folemn facrifice, and proceflion in me- 
^ mpry of it." Thu& far Dr, Midd/Han^;^ 

♦ Letter from Rome-, p. 134, 19$. 
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But this miracle with all its fplendid ap« 
pearances of genuinenefs, will not ftand 
the teft of the rule laft laid down. The 
nature, of the cafe fuggefts to us ftrong 
fufpicions, that the whole was the fiftion 
of tsu politic general to infpire confidence 
into his army. . The fraudy from the very 
complexion of it, could not polfibly be 
detefted. For in the^ cohfufion of a battle, 
at whic 
a repor 
fpire cc 
when e 
lowed 1 
there is 

current 

vioufly 

clesand 

if he ] 

pears, : 

temple, 

had not been as ready to believe as he to 

publifh, durft not have entered into any 

examination of particulars to dete^ the 
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fiSlofi, even thdtrgh &» eiptAtatkm of 
particalaf s had betti pwlRMe. "Urtrsf che» 
jifhtd, therdcffe, lit its Jnfitttcy, fey tlte 
diirf ntagfftrtite of the (;ottitf»ow-\r«*Ith, 
no wohdcf draft thk ptetefidwi afffneafaiwie 
of the twfh bn^tfreiTS ftotitd gsthi ptefeAt 
erwlit, &hd he haiiderf ddwn td pcrfH^rity, 
eomittCffiOfateitif by proceflbAcJ and fife 
fivals*. 

The fame vay of feafeaiug wffl a^tf* 
cum the credifiif ity o^ the iflir acttldtraf c\xm 
atirfhuted to ^^4/fdf;9. The anithdr of 
the Jt/jiky 6n Mitades, fjpeais of them itt 
the fdlowtng^ ttsstscist \ •« One' 6f thtf Bfeft 
*«^aite$fe(i mh-adef ift df prefdiie ftift<Mt 

» ftf. ftfiJifletort' lirtes'lLtfntei' i^oM-**wi- 1>. l^*f. 

pfrGaftbp and P«UiHl^ «a whit*' hcRrfesv their ftoty of ^. 
George^ asd two other faints, not only on white* horfes but 
at ttle headof whitc! arthie's; ih th^t(bly«^t(i'. FM^foMt 
aj^pMfaAcW-of ft. ^i<Se» itV fMt'od of 9^iB;.«ir(rofla 
irtflteHorfii, in (fctr tottks <Kltba^n»(io» a§^nft-tbe Sartf- 
«eiia>. are rdated by all their hiftoriaus, and feem humble 
iiftitations, though perhapt uAsful oue3, of ihs I^ag9n 
oi1|^naf* 
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•^ i» Aat ti^li T^kiMtf fepofift 4f tefpdt. 

'^d^b^ mmmet hi» fpiwlifyaikl a hMbe 

**• obedkiKe to » vi66» «# the ^SerapU, 

^ t<ittair«ia|Mfor for Adf miitMttlow iiid 
" MctffoidfaMry ccfTM. T^ ftOfy May 
c' W feen ifl tlMt fibe hiftomn, iitkeie 

'^ to ^ feftiMidii)^, And ittig;Itt bedifpla^ 
^ ac hi^^, urich^ titt the fmet of tiFpnuexit 
" tad ckt^«ma!e«rtf t^flf o<3fe wert^ttoir eon- 
* cemed to- ewforee the ewcfcftce <rf tlbt 

" Thegnw^ity, foiidky, age aadf probity <jf 
«• fei great afr emperof, wha, tfrrottg^ A* 
** whole courfe o£hisMef, cottterferfm-tii- 
** miliar way with his friends and courtiers, 
•^«d never AfkBtii thofe excfaorditiaqr 
•* ainr of dirimty afiiitned by AUxandi/r 
**-SLt\AIJmet>'iiu. Thehiftotian, a coa- 
** temporary writer ncrted forcandbUY, afid 
** veracity, and withal the greateft and 
** moft peiietrating genius perhaps of all 
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^ attdqutty» and (b j&cc from every tei^eb^ 
«» cy to (iiperftition and credulity, that he 
^ even lies under the contrary.imputation 
^ of atheifm and profaneneis ; the perfont 
f iiom whde teftimony he related the mU 
^ rackt of eftabliflied chara6ler for judg- 
•^roent and veracity, as we may well 
*' fuppofej eye-witnefles of the fads, and 
•* confirming their verdift after the Fla^ 
^ vian family, were defpoiled of theempire^^ 
•* and could no longer give any reward as 
•* the price of a lie'-iUrumpie,qw mterfuere^ 
^nunc quoque merndyrcmt^pojlqu^m nullum 
" mcndaciis pretium. To which if we add 
** the public nature of the faft as related; 
^ it will, appear that no evidence can well 
•* befuppofed ftronger for fo grofs and fa 
** palpable a falfehoodV 

It feems to me that the ingenious elTay 
writer* in the above quotation, confounds 
two things very different from each other 
— The evidence that this tranfa6lion hap- 

* Effiy on Miracles, p. 192^ 153* 
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pened^ aiid the evidence that there was 
any thing fupernataral performed. The 
circumflances which he expatiates fb much 
upon, the charafter of the emperor, the 
veracity of Tacitusi the teftimony of eye- 
wntneffes, and the public nature of the 
fa£ls do, indeed, prove unexceptionably, 
that the two men in queftion did apply to 
Vefpqfian^ in the manner related*. But 

* For the iatisfa^ion of iht reader I have fabjoined Ta* 
citus's account of this matter. Per eos menles qttibus 
t Vefpafiauus Alexandriae ilatos seftivis Hatibus dies, & certa 
maris opperiebatur, multa miracula evenere, qui$ cotUjtit 
Javor^ fy qaadam in Vefyafianum incUnatio numnum often" 
deretur, £x plebe Alexandrina quidam oculorum tabe 
notus, genua eius advolvitur, remedtum caecitatis expofcens 
gemitu, monitu Serapidis Dei ; quern dedita fuperliitionibus 
gens ante alios colit : precabaturque prlncipem, utgenoi, 
ct oculorum orbes dignarttur refptrgere oris cxeremento. 
Alius raanu a&ger eodem Deo audore, ut pede ac veiligib 
Cdefaris calcacetur, orabat. Vefpafianus prirao irridere, 
afpernari^ atque, illis inflantibus, modo Famam vanitatis 
roetuere ; modo obfecratione ipforum, & vocibus adulanHum 
in fpera ihduci, poftremo aBftimari a medicU jubet, an talis 
cxecitas, ac debilitas, ope humana fuperabiles forent. Me* 
dici varie diflerere ; huic n'on exefam vim luminis, Sf reditu* 
ram Ji jfellerentur objtantia ; ilU elap/osin pravumartuSy fi 
/utO^ris vh adhibeatury pojfe integrari. Id fortojfc cordi 
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t]l«tf t^€t^ vfi§ Anf fntdf eidi«r hf tbe ^ 
ftHh- of ^ g6d Seraprs, or iti th« €un» 
pifd^fttded toi we A*e ft> fat fr&vai liaring 
tliti ftfofttg^ft <;V*fcnfce, that »<> €ti<k»ee 
catt WtiB btf fir{»|>oife(f' weafeei*. 

' tt is^ eertdn in tfte firft place, that btMiK 
tfte tOfinpfeittts faid t<:r Hwr cored, cobW 
i^arfHy have been cotiiiterfeited *. TBe 

iW* 4* divino frtinijlerio prindpcm eUctum. t>enique patrati 
remectii gloriam ptnes Cctfarem; irriti ladibrium penes mJerM 
fore* I^tur Vefpafianus cunda fortunae fuse patere ratu9, 
iiec quidcjuam ultra incredibile, laeto ipfe vultu, eredla, 
quas ' aflabat, ^ultitudinej, juifa exfequitur. SCatim con- 
yerfe ad ufijim . ma^us^ ac caeco reluxit dies.— Utrumquo 
qui interfuere Quac quoque memoranty poltquam muliam 
mendacio pretium. Tacitus Hift. Lib. 4. 

* TIm Tepp^toi tho pbyficifinSf aa Tacitus relates it^ cob« 
£ran this. Acoer^iing to tbem, the blind man's orgtms ^ 
vifion tser^ net dejtr^edy ani ih^ his fight might b^ re^ 
ftovecLontheremovai of fam€ obfiacU, But what this oh* 
ilaclft was^ aod.wbelher there was any obl^ack but what the 
patient could create or remove himfelf, is not mentioned.-^ # 
JBqually ambiguous doth their report reprefent the caie of 
. the lame man to be-*-for they tell us that the diforder was 
in the Joints^ and might be remedied by the application qf($ 
healing pQWft\ N^Wy fuchal»men?& has feldom any ex* 
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I%me and biind who infed iHit fireetf^ can 
fee, and ufe thtir deqrepid arms or liigi^ 
vlien the bu(iiiQ& of 1^ day is oven 
Cures, themforct^ may in (iidi caies p<t pre# 
tended to be petformed^ vrhile th^ fpeOi 
tatcvft are the dupea of a concerted fcenc 
«f bapofture. The lame need pnly menu's 
<hf^ member which, before, he did not oft> 
end the blkd open his coniraEled eycw 
Ikif , and the wc»rk ia dome. To have re» 
courie therefore to a fupematural intfft^ 
pofition^ in this cafe, when the wholk 
tranfoS^n can be (b eafiiy accounted ibr 
by fuppioGng a coUufion tQ fub&ft, be# 
tv^een the men who were to pretend a 
eure^and the emperor, or at leail his cour* 
tiecs, would be highly fuperftitioui* fiq^ 
the pofEbility of there being fuch a col* 
lufion, is not all that we have to urge ; 
for the relation of thefe pretended mira« 
cfes, M given ns by Tacitus j fuggeftf 

ftrcmg fufpieions that fuch a collufion at** 

• 

tertMtl m^rks of It dHcernifele by the eye: fo ihatieri; 
gjfp, ^hejr^ ir»s wi4« fcpp^ for ijBfitpSuif * 

Ji 2 
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tUally fubfifted. The eagerneTs of Vef^ 
pafiaris courtiers prefling him to make 
trial of his healing power^ and particularly 
of his phyficians, who flattered him with 
a compliment of his beings perhaps^ cho- 
fen by the gock as their inftrument in 
this afi^r ; thefe circumftances, added to 
this confideration that the whole tranf- 
a6tion was calculated to do honour to the 
emperor, and to add luflre to his hnperial 
dignity lately affumed, authorize us fuf- 
ficiently in our fufpicions of fraud.^— And 
when \ve confider, that the fuperftitious 
Alexandrians, who were the perfons im- 
mediately impofed upon, would eagerly 
believe miracles afcribed to Serapis, the 
god whom, we learn from Tacitus, they 
honoured before all others; and at the 
fame time, obferve that they who had all 
the means of detcftion, were the contri- 
vers and aftors of the fraud, we fhall then 
be warranted to conclude, that Vefpafiwn\ 
pretended miracles were not examined, in 
the time and at the place where they were 
publifhed, and that therefore they will 
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not bear to be tried by the rule I laft laid 
down *• 

* It cannot be thought I go out of my way, when I take 
notice here of a remarkable inilance of the incorredtnefsj 
not to fay of the unfaimefs of Dr. Middleton^ whofe abilr* 
tics as a writer, however admired, can never atone for thofe 
deviations from truth, with which, efpecially in his quota- 
tions, he has been fo frequently charged. In his Free 
Inquiry, p. 17 1> fpCaking of the miracles in queilion, he 
iayt *' The fame writers (Suetonius and Tacitus) alfo 
** declare that this good emperor by a divine admonition 
*' from the god Serapis, publicly reflored a blind man to 
'* his fight," Gc. ^c» — Now would not one who reads this, 
imagine that the divine admonition, mentioitl^d by the two 
biiiorians, was -pretended tp be made to Vefpafian himfdfl 
— The Doftor's words can bear no other meaning; and yet 
it is told us, as plainly as could be, both by Tacitus and by 
Suetonius, that the admonition was pretended to, by the 
nicn themfelves, who were to4>e cured, Tacitus's words 
I have already quoted, and Suetonius's account is as fol* 
lows. K plebe quidam luminibus orbatus, item alius debili 
crure, fedentem pro tribunali pariter adierunt, orantes 
opem valetudinis demonilratam a Serapide per quietem.— 
I ihall only ob^rve that if die author of the £(ray on Mini* 
elf s bad read Tacitus and Suetonius, as mifinterpreted, or 
rather mifreprefented, by Dr. Middleton, he might have 
pledged the veracity of Vefpafian hiihfelf for the truth of this 
yifion from the god Serapis, for which, at prefent, no other 
evidence can be alleged, but the^ affirmation of two unna- 
med wretches from the dregs of. th^ people, fit tools to ht 
employed in a^ing a|>art in an impoliure. 
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. I ftill only ddd^ that the manner in 
which, as Tacitus relates, one of thdfe pre- 
tended cures was performed by Vefpafiatij 
ft> cxa^ly refembles that which SI. ♦ John 
intbrms us our Saviour adapted in the cure 
of the man bora blind) ss to nSbnl a fair 
]f)rdbittptk)n, that the contrivers of the 
Tagan impofture havipg it in their view 
to Qheck the rapid progrefs of Chriftianity/ 
prtwhiocd by an appeal to the mirades of 
its great founder, fabricated fimilar pow- 
ers for their emperors :— And it is very 
MflMTkabfe^ that this hononr was alfb 
«>nfe*ired on Adrian, another of them, 
who is reprefented as having cured blind* 
jsels by the fame mode of operatioiit 

The fame infufficiency of evidence 
which defixoys the credibility of the Pagan 
mm&dM tabo^^^Hoyemkitied, •equally a!fie6ta 
the tsiidibility -of fuch of the Fopijk ones 
that can be traced up to/ the tiines when 
ihey were faid to be pedbri»ed^ i^rd wei^ 

* John 9, p. 6, 
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o^ thie f|)Ofc Fori oh trying 
them, as I have done the former, by the 
4eft of tke ikkd flute kid cki^Mm >by fnte, vje 
Ihsn mv&tiahty find, tha!t di6 cifctittinkft- 
ces attending them arefuch asmufl ifatisi^ 
«s that ^ €videnoes oa which they wefe 
ftipport^, h€(d this rtoft cijrfta! d)*a etf 
having never beeti carefully examined, as 
the means of removing th^ fufpbioa of 
ibtttd beiiig ^a^llAd en the crec^ 
liever*. 

What then hath been the tiaitmfe 
and tetideftty *f ihfe tnifattes th^t haVft 
at any time been appealed to by Ae 
Pupifis? They were always invented to 
propagate the biiUef oi ^ertaiii irhei 
and doflriftes, and pra^llces, which had 
crept into the church ; to advance the' 
reputation of fome particular chapel *i 

* One of the 
tranfportation 
fixii into Dalms 
tion, to Lorettc 
from the amaz 
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imagef s or ordor ♦ of rd^ious ; or to 

cinirdi btdlt oyer tbe Holy hooTe, tke pnfents of rotari^ 
vho croud from evefy part o^ E^^rope tp Loretto, appeaii 
tP have apfwered the deigned end, though it be fo big with 
abfdrdities, and die impofture beib glaring, that one could' 
:icarcely fc^pofe it poflible that the moft huaentable igtio* 
wnce, md thp moft flupfd Cfedi^l^yi co^lfl bepeve it, 
Turfellinus, the fame who difplayed his talents in celebrat- 
ing Francis Xayier, his bellowed a book on the xconderftd 
migrations of tie Holy hqiufem 

f The ^n anfing (o the pp^eQbn of ai) image which has 
a reputation of worlcing miracles, h^s contribute^ wonder- 
fully to e^larg^ the catalogue of fuch boafted fa£ls« The 
miraculous images of the bled^d Virgin are moft frequent. 
j^^MppQ^ ma«y, others, our lady of Atocha, near Madrid ; 
p^r l^y of Mpntferri^t \n Cataloi^a ; pur lady of Sft^a* 
go0a; ardour lady of Halle in Brabant, are remarkable. 
The laA mentioned image performs daily, fo many miracles, 
thit^he printed liii; of them is grefitly augmented, from 
fime to time, aud now is fwe11e4 to a Ifirge pamphlet. N^y, 
i|¥ho€vcr yiiits her churcji at Halle, may fee a Jtandin^ mi* 
rack with his qwn eyes. There is placed in a corner, a 
heap of ilone bullets, which, as the infallible legend fcts 
fortib, being fired into the to,wn when it was beiieged by the 
Saracens (no matter in what age or year) the Virgin left 
her place in the churc|i, walked the ramparts, and haying 
^aught the bullets in her )ap, depoiited them where they 
"now lie. Should you difbelieve this, you will be toI4 as a 
proof of its being true, that, if you attempt to.count th^fo 
buQetSy you cannot reckon the fanpe number twice, aid 
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countenance opinions cither fuch asVeret 

that if two peHbns count, at the iame time, tbeydmict 
agree in thei r report. That it ihould be difficult to Kckoa^ 
merety by the eye (for you are debarred toaching, by tfae 
interpofition of iron bars) between thirty and forty butlcti 
heaped one upon another, is eafy to be imagined* But 
that there is any thing fupernatural in this, I Ihould ha^ 
fcarcely thought there could be any body fo credulous dn 
to believe, had I not been upon the fpot, and met with fuck 
believers. 

^ The miracles of monks and friars, calculated to pro* 
mote the interefls of monkery in genera], and of the refpec- 
tive orders of religious in particular, are equally numerous 
as they are filly and ridiculous. For a fpecimen of them, 
the reader may perufe Dr. Geddc^s View of all the Orders of 
the Monks and Friars in the Roman Church, with an Ac* 
count of their Founders, &p. in the 3d vol. of his Mifcella* 
ficous Tradts. 

f Of this kind are the miracl^^f the JPaminicans againft 
the immaculate (oncqfttion of the blefl'^d Virgin, and tbe 
miracles of the fran^ifcam for this tenet, the former lided 
under thp bi^nn^ of Thomas Aquinas, the lalX^ under that 
of Duns Scoitus^ A very remarkable fcene of forgery de* 
te£led amopgil the Dominicans in a convent at Bem^ 
1057, may be met with in JBurnet's Travel*, from p. 31, to 
p. 41. U is ai^ obf(^rvatiQn whi<:h i believe \ipon examina* 
tion will be foupd to hold good, th^t whenever any pretep* 
f les to miracles have been deteded, by t)iofe who are in 
power, amon^ft the JPa|>iftS| thefe have i^ways been fa^ 
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contefted amcngft themfelves^ or 

alleged in cosfinDatioB of dodriaet aboot whidi Pspifls 
tketnfelYCS hw^ been divided, and the belief of wlddi has 
aot been calculated A> nmoh to be beneliciai to the Holy 
chvrch in genefidy as to ferve the inl^refted views of jarring 
eockfiafticf. This has arifen from the followtag laafoa^ 
When a miracle preteDded to, was of fuch a natore as to 
coit£nn a dodnne, in the beikf of which ail the orderi of 
^cdefiajtioB, thai is, all the raliag part of thechurchi equal- 
ly concurred and were ec^nall/ interefted, iu this caie, it is 
eafy to conceive that all would join in a confederacy to 
propagate the ftL£t among tlieir credulous votaries. But 
when a miracle has been alledged by one order of ecclefiaf- 
tics.to confirm a dodrine admitted by them^ butoppofed 
by other orders, in this cafe, as there was an oppofition of 
intereils there could be no general confederacy. The ru« 
lers of the church being divided among themielves, they 
were fpies on each other ; and being bound in honour to 
fupport the doArines of thdr refpedlive parties, no paint 
*were fpared to examine into the miracles appealed to, by 
their antagonifls ; which, of courfe, has produced many 
dete^ions of grofs impoflures, and particularly, occafioned 
the detedion and pumihfnent of the adors in the fcene Of 
villainy at Berne. A very fimilar inftance of impoftur*, 
attempted by the Fr&ncifcans at Orleans, in 1534 was de- 
ted^ and puntflied by banifliing the contrivers. This pre* 
tended miracle not having any reference to the general in* 
tcrefts of the church, the civil magiilrate's interference was 
readily obtained, and eafilybecame effeftual. See (?(n7* 
lard's life of Francis 1, vol. 6. p. 46o. to 466. 



Digitized by 



Google 



107 

futA^ ms the whole diurch did tcftch nivl 
require « pointt oi feith. To defcend 

^ The to^irnmtioti ttf retqie mH hint worftip Las Wen 

• fruitful fource of mixtcleA, from the fi>iinh or fifth coa* 

tury downwards. The more modern corruptions of image 

worfliipt purgatory and tcanfubftanliation, have had their 

truth attefted by a variety of wonJtrful viftoes, revclatkms, 

and prodigies, Traufubilantiation, in particular, has been 

often provisd by the fpringing out of blood from the confe* 

crated Vfofen. One of the tnoft remarkable ftories of thia 

luBd/iiiikl to hftnQ happened at BruOelt in IS69. iom^ 

Jews having ftolen feveral confecrated hods out of % 

church, in contempt of the god fuppofed to be prefent ua^ 

der the form of breads run their kfiives into them, and iuf^ 

ftantly there ftreamed out great quantities of blood* Threo 

of thefe wafers, no doubt the identical ones pierced by the 

Jews, are Hill preferved in St. Gudule's church at BrulTeli^ 

where X have feen them, they being expofed with gneat 

pomp to public View, during the odave of an annual fefU- 

val. For an account of this miracle, fee Delieet dePak 

Bas,y. 1. p. 1!21« 122, 123; fee alfo DefcHfHom de Bru^" 

etles^ p. 74, and 75*-*A mir<aclej fioHlar to (his, is related 

in the Memoirs of Brandenburgh at the year 1279, «hm 

blood is faid to have boiled up throu^ the groundt from ^ 

confecrated hoil buried at Belit;. ** hes Vierges miracu^ 

'^ leufes, les ima^s fecourables, & les reUques des iaixUs 

'^^avoient alors une vertu toute fit\guliere« , he Sang d^ 

***Belitz entr'autres etoit fort renomme. Voici ce ^ui 

** c'etoit. Une cabaretiere de cette viUe vola un«| hoUie 

f* Gonfdcrce H Tenterra fous un tonneau dans fa cave. 
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io particular inftances wbuld in a great 
meafure be unncceffary, becaufe the ac- 
count which I here give of thefe pretended 
jniracles is, on all hands, agreed to be the 
true one. The few particulars mentioned 
at the bottom of the page, may ferve, by 
way of illuftration. 

Such then being the nature and genius 
of the pretended miracles of the church of 

^ pour avoir meilleur debirde fa bierre: £IIe en eut des 

*< remords elle denon^a fon crime au cure^ qui vint en pro* 

** ceffion avec tout fon attirail pontifical pour deterter 

*' llioAie. £n enfon^ant la pelle en terre on vit bouillon- 

** ner du fang, Be tout le monde cria au miracle. U iropof* 

** turectoit trop groffiere, 8c Ton fcait que c'etoit du fat^g 

** de b<euf} que la cabaretiere avoit verfe. Ces miracles 

*^ ne laiifoient pas que de faire impre^on Air Tefprit des 

** peuples/' M. de Brandeuburgh, p. 265, The obferva* 

lion of the Roi/al Memoir Writer tbat fucb miraqleS| 

though they bore vifible marks of impofture, failed not to 

make impreilions on the minds of the people, is founded on 

this truth, that where there i& a previous difpoiition .to b^ 

Heve, no impofture will be too grofs to be admitted, efpe* 

cially when the impoilures are of fuch a kind as to h^ 

countenanced by thofe whofe empire orcr the underftaady 

ings of the people is boundlefs* 
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Ranu, faiSb coinciding with the fiivounte 
opinions^ and fuperftitioiis prgudice^ 
of thofe to whom they were propoficd; 
that the reports and accounts of them 
fliould undergo any ftri6l examination^ at 
the time of their being publiQied, will 
appear highly improbable, when we con- 
(ider, what certainly has always been the 
cafe, that the perfons with whom fuch re- 
ports have gained any credit, l^d been 
trained up from their infancy in a perfua- 
fion th^t miraculous powers are continued 
in thebr church. A previous difpofition 
of this kind^to admit miracles in general 
a credulity and fuperftition thus ready to 
embrace every ftrange ftory, will naturally 
incline perfons of this charafter to beUeve, 
without fcrutiny, thofe particular miracles 
prop<^ed to them, whk^h are fo framed as 
to be agreeable to their favourite fenti- 
n^nts. N'othing will be too wonderful to 
pafe current, if it be conneCled with their 
religious opinions. This circumftance 
alone will reconcile all difficulties, remove 
all doubts, and fecure, from being formally 
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iitie&ti^ fiories which feem indtifttkmfljf 
to have been made qp of the vildeft kfw 
^DonfifteiKies^ and ftratigeft improbiaibili* 
ties, a$ experiments how far the credulity 
tof the multitude may be vrooght i^pon 
vith fuccefs* 

And this leads me naturally to obfervc 
that^ as the Fopijh miracles have always 
l>een propofed to thofe whofe fuperftitioft 
and prejudices previoufly difpofed them 
to believe without examinatioik/thecre* 
dibility of thefe boafted wonders will bo- 
come dill more fufpicious, if we add 
another circumftance— .That they have al- 
Vays been fet on foot, at leaft have 
always been encouraged and fopported^ 
by thofe who; by their influence and 
power, could prevent any exaniination 
which might tend to undeceive the World, 
~.They have been the w^ts of the pow«r- 
ftily^w, to keep in awe the igUor^int mumy% 
the forgeries of the rulers of the church, 
to countenance the corruptions with which 
tiiey have difgraced the church; to add* 
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faKK&ba to ilofloiiea^and pradices viiibly 
calcdated to extend t heir own influence, 
to a&l t<£> tb^ir own riches> and to give 
tben^dltes an uidamked command over 
tiaeir felknv*Chriftians, thongh at the ex- 
pence of their common Chriftianity. ^ 

This then being the cafe, it would have 
been next to impoflible to have fet about 
an examination of thefe pretences to mi- 
racles. For were we even to allow, that 
thofe to whom they were propofed, had 
the beft inclination in the world not to 
i>elieve but upon proper evidence, the 
danger which mull attend their giving any 
figns of this inclinatioa, would deter every 
one in his feirfcs from attempting a detec- 
tion. He' who would fet himfelf up to 
oppofe a fraud fupported by the authority 
and influence of the rulers of the church 
in a country where, in matters of religion^ 
the civil magiftrate is guided by the prieft^ 
iffould foon find rcafon to repent of hia 
temerity. 
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Can tberc therefore, be any hefitation 
ia rcfofing to admit the truth of miracu- 
lous fafts backed and fupported by thofc 
who alone had the means of detefting the 
frattd» if there was any ; and who having 
the fword in their own hands, would never 
point it againft themfelves, to punifli their 
own im|K)ftures ?* 

r 

*The author of the Ejffay on Miracles^ p. 193, bat 
thought proper to expatiate on the ftory related by the car* 
dinal de RetZy of a door-keeper of the cathedral at Sara- 
goflfa who recovered a loft leg, by rubbfng the ftump of \\ 
with the holy oiL He fets off the evidence of this roi- 
»acle to the greateft advantage, as altefted by a contem- 
porary writer, a perfon of eminence, and of a libertine and 
unbelieving charaaer; and the fadl of fuch a nature that 
Acre could be no ambiguity about \tf and io public as to 
be known to ali the inhabitants of Saragofia. fiut it is ob- 
vious that the evidence of this miracle labours under botji 
the dcfedls juft mentioned. There was here, on the one 
fend, the power and influence of the clergy, particularly 
the canons of the church (who are the perfons quoted by 
the Cardinal as his witnefles) afferting and fupporting a 
ftory the belief of which, by increafing the veneration for 
the miraculous image of the Virgin which is in their church 
(to which Image the holy oil no doubt, owed its efficacy) 
would be a fure means of incrtaiing the wealth of their 
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Having mpldyed ftiore alttsntiott than 
^rhAps im fliceflary, oh the extraordina* 

cJMimiiiitsr- Ahd on the fldfierfuiQdy tbcr^ wBi tlie btidd 
€redu1Ky6f tbe Aipeiilitiou^ inhabitants of ^Stfro^o^, hrefl 
up from their infancy with a perfuafion that miracles were 
performed by the church, zealoully devoted to the worfhip 
erf ^he BleCfed Virgin, and etliger to embrace tH^thout ekaml- 
naiioi^ whatever misht do honour to the image of he?, 
which, is thought the glory of their city. — ^There is a ftory 
in Carte's Life of the Duke of Ormonde^ which I (hall here 
<}Uote, as it fhews us how little regard ought to be paid 
to miracles publiihed amongft thofe who are previoudy 
diipofed to believe fuch ftorifes^ and where there is power 
and influence a6ling upon fuperflition and credulit3% 
** Whilft he (the Marquis of Ormonde) was there (at Ly- 
*^ ons) he called at a fhop to have his peruke mended. 
^* The nilitter was a cripple, both in his hands and feet, b^t 
*^ faid be would dired his filler to mend it as it ought to be. 
" The Marquis taking another peruke from him, went to 
'^ gaze about the itreets, and (lepping accidentally into the 
^* next church, he faw a chapel in it, whicn was hung with 
'* the prefents of feveral yotaries who had received cures 
•* horn our lady. Among the reft he obferved an infcrip- 
V tion as well as offering, made by the very man he had 
'' left* When he came back to the peruke-maker, he afte4 
*^ him about it, wondering he (hould do fo, being Hill decre- 
*' pid. The man anfweredf that he thought that he was 
'' rather better than he had been, and hoped that by doing 
'* honour to the lady before hand, he might the fooner , 
^* tnjoy the reft of her benefit.'' Car^e, vol. 2d. p. 180. 

I 
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ly Works, ^i^iich gentlem^ of yoiir u^y 
oi thinking hslve ufiially put upon the 
fame footing of credibility with the Gofpel 
miracles, though the manifeft febrications 
ofimpofture, I now proceed to take into 
confideration another clafe of them — 
Works, really performed, but which re^* 
quired no miraculous interpofiticm, being 
brought about by the operation of caufes 
merely natural* 

Many inftances of this, kind might be 
afligned, but I (hall, in a great meafure, 
confine myfelf to one fingle infiance, as 
moft tomy purpofe of all others, becaufe 
moft infifted upon by my antagonifis,— 
dxi inftance which has been a favourite 
topic in all the late debates concerning 
miracles, and which has fumiQied you 
and your friends with matter of triumph, 
as if the bbjeftions drawn from it were 

fid. An. 1658. Is it to l)e imagined tliat this fallow wouict 
have ventured toafTert this glaring falichood, in fo awful a 
manner, had he not itjiown that any t hi og would pafs unno* 
^ccd, ^4 anexamined, that might d« htf/iotft (J our l^Jj P 
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that I am now fpeaking of the miracles 
afcribed to the AibS Paris, and faid to be 
jierformed at his tomb, in the metr&polis 
of a neiglAouring Jcingdom, within thefe 
thirty yearsw 

The author of the Free Inquiry into ike 
miraculous Ponvers of the primitive Church 
is at great pains to place thefe works in a' 
-diftinguiflied point of view, l^or after 
filling three or fdur pages with an account 
of them fet off to the greateft advantage, 
he concludes with the folio wing^refle6bon. 
" Let bur declaimers then on the authority 
** of the fathers, producfe, if they can, any 
^ evidence of the primitive miracles half 
**.fo ftrong, as what is alleged for the 
^ miracles of the AbH P4n5:'Ot, if they 
^ cannot do it, let them give us a reafon 
^^ why we muft receive the one tmd re- 
^ je6l the other : or, if they fail likewife 
^' in this, let them be To ingenuous at lall 
** as to confefs, that we have no other part 
^ Jeft but either to admit them all, or xc- 
1 -a 
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V yjEi 4hem all, for oth§rwife they can 
*^ flewftr be thought toaQ; cpnfifteiHly ♦•"• 

The fibove quotation aims only at the 
credibility q{ the miracles ?ittefted by the 
fathers ; but a late celebrated author on 
the fide of infidelity, and whofe opinions I 
hj»ve already + ejcanjined, has urged die 
wiraclfis afcribed to the Abb^ far\s^ a$ 
vAvA 9&^ the crecUbility of all miracles 
in general* ^* There furcly (fays he) never 
*^ was fb great a number^of miracles af- 
*f cribed to one perfbn, as thofe which 
" were lately faid to havie been wrought 
•' in France upon the tomb of the 4bbf 
" P^ris the famous y(V^^\ft^ with whole 
*' fanfUty the people were fo long delud* 
^ cd. The curing of the fick, giving 
*« hearing to the df^f, andiight to the 
^< blind) were every where tallied of as the 
^effefis of that holy fepulchre. But 
« what is more extraordinary, many of the 

# % Miildl^too's Free Inquiry, p. %7&, 
t See abore from page 8| to page 35* 
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" mi racles were immediately pf 6V6f upon 
•* the Ipot, before jutJges of unqtieffioned 
^ credit' arid diftinftiod, in a learried'age, 
^ arid on the moft cmirient theatre diat is 
^ now in the world. Nor is this^ aH ; 
^ a relation of them was publiftied' and 
difperfed every where; nor were the 
Jefidts^ though a learned body, fup^Ort- 
** ed by the civil magiftrate^ and deter* 
^^ mined enemies to thofe opinions in 
** whofe favour the miracles were iaid to 
" have been wrought, ever able diffinClly 
*' to refute or deteft them. Where (hall 
" we find fuch a number of circumftances' 
*' agreeing to the corroboration of one 
** faft ? And what have we to oppofc to 
** fuch a cloud of witnefTes, but the abfo- 
-*' lute impoflibility or miraculous nature 
** of the events which they relate? And 
*' this, furely, in the eyes of ail reafonable 
"people, will alone be regarded a^ a fuf^ 
" ficient refutation *.'' 

* Philofophical Eitays, p. 1^5. 
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^^hat he has thus confidently aflerled 
to the public, has been often infifted on 
by yourfelf in our private debates. Yoa 
ufed to talk of it as a point not to be dif* 
puted, that the marks of genuine miracles 
laid down by Mr. Leflie^, ia his Shorf 

* Mr, Leflie'» four rules of judging of the credibility of 
Biiraclea, arc firil, 'Hiat the matter of fa^s be fuc6, as that 
iften's outward fenf^, their ej-er, and ears, may be judges of 
it. Secondly, That it be done pnbltely ib the face^ of tii# 
world. Thirdly, That not only pttblic monuments be kept 
up li^emory of it, but fome outvard anions be performed- 
Fourthly, That fuch monuments, and fuch a^fions or ob* 
feiVanccs be inflitutcd, and do commence from the time that 
^e matter of ia& was done. 

The Short Mtthod •with the Dcijls, has always been looked 
4pon as Mr, Leillc's maiier-piece. ^ It may feeni ftrange, 
(ferelbre, that the French ifaould claim this treatife as 
fhelr?. And yet they da*; for I fiiid it inferred, wirfi ftjmie 
i^coniiderable variationi from the EngHlfa copy, in tha iaiL 
edition of the worka of AbbS de St. ReaL But that Mr. 
JUJlie was the author of this excellent book, is obvious from 
(be following reafens. Fird, this piece never bad a place 
^rifiongft St. Realms works, till long after his dealh, and after 
the publication of it by Lejlie, fo that we have no authority 
for its being St. RcaPs bcfidcs that of bookfellers and pub- 
lifters. Secondly, the learned Le CUrc^ when he attacked 
tke Short Meihc^^Vikkb was aboye lehyeavs after St. RcaT* 
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Method with the Deiftt^ are applicable 
to the miracles afcribed to the Aib^ Pa* 
ris : that thefe fa£b had an indifputable 
nght to his two fitft marks ; being fiich as 
that meh^s fenfes could judge of their cer- 
tainty, and, alfo> being performed openjly 
in tlxe heart of a great city, and in the pre- 
fence of crouds of fpe6bators : that with 
regdrd to his two latter marks, they were 
only intended as te0s hy which, to try mi-, 
racles faid to be performed in a diflant 
age ; whereas the miracles afcribed to the 
Abbi Paris^haA tjbis peculiar advantage 
Qf hmig performed within our own me- 
mory : in a word, that you faw no way 
how a Chriftian could extricate hirialelf 
out of this labyrinth, and reje£l the nii^ 
racles of the ^ Janfemjl faint, without 

death^ attributed it to the tlnglijkman^ Thirdly, the allu- 
ton to Stone- hengCf and what is mentioned about Charles 
Blount fpeak ftrongly for an Engti/^ author^ And, Fourth- 
ly, the French appears to te a tranflation from this circum- 
flancci that whenever it differs from the EvgUJh copy it is 
patched up from other parts of ^U.LeJlu^ work?. — His. 
Defence of the Short Method, &c. 
\* A ibort account of t]be Janfenifts and Janfenifo, will 
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^ profi^f in, tbbplpce. "^^ J^^ffpi AbiMc M jdt99flnAa|fd 
from Janfenii^s fiiflipp. of IpreSt wihQ died 1638^. ^h ppii- 
luons gaining; ground in France w^ere compl^ned of by the 
Jofaits, to Rome, and condemned by Innocent the JCth in 
l^#i aQ4.by:Almuid^r Uw^Vilth ib l657> la tbe btiUs^f 
ll)e((; tyvq p(^es,£ve pcopc^tions, f^id to be«f tKa^o4;fFoa| 
Janfenius'i bqok| called Auguftinus, ivere co|ulemi^dy and 
as they contain the diftinguifliing tenets afcribed to the Jan- 
f<uuftS9 by their antagonifb, I ihaJi infert them here* Firfi^ 
Soop orfXji9dV|CO|i}iqapfU,arQimpoi]pb)e^tQ be (ul^BAdiby 
ri^teous men even though they ei^dejavQur wit|i all. ti^i^it 
power to obey them, becaufe the grac^ fay wtucb they 
lho|ild be enabled to falfil them is wanting. Secondly ^ In 
our present fialit of iComxpt natarfi> roan ntv^ teUts in- 
w^^d.gnype* .Tikdl^ Ia our preleat, cofruf>( ftat^kit 
not r^quifijte in order to a man's having . merit pr demerit} 
that he ihouki have fuch a freedom of will as excludes ne« 
ceffiCj^ ; that wh^ch excludes compulfidn is fufficient. 
Fourtifyf The Semi-Pelagians adimitted the/ie(^ty of ii^t 
ward preventing grace not only to the beginning of faitb^ 
but alfo to every, future ad .of it; but tbcjy were her<^tic^ 
becaufe they aflerted that, this grace might be refiAed. 
F^A/y, The Semi-Pelagiaqs are heretics, foj faying that 
Chrift died for all. men in general. — ^The condemnalion.of . 
thefe five propofi^on^ gave rife iovaft animoilties ai^d con* 
troverfies in France, till^ at laft, in l66S, the Pope yf^% 
prevailed upon to require no more from the Janfeniih, than, 
that they (hould fubfcribe to the condemnation' of the.E^ 
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Such> then, bein^ the- ufe macfe^of 
the pretencfed^ miraeks of the A6bi 

propofitTonsiti general, without mentioning tfaeif being coir* 
teined in the book of Janfenius. This thfcy agreed to; ami 
(h\% tranfa^iion is nfdally called' the Peace of Janfeniint. 
But the calni u^as of Ihort duration. For fo early as l6f9. 
we find Mr. Arnaud, the famous <!hanipion of Jan(enHat« 
retiring out of Prance, not thinking himfelf faiei any longer 
diere. He was foltewed in his retreat by Pafquier Qtief- 
nel, a prieft of the Oratory, whofe Moral RtfltBhm 6n fke 
Ntw Teftament^ puWiflicd atBfuflels in 1696, occaftoned 
the revival of the di<^uteswith greater violence than ever 
An approbation^ prefixed lo this book, by the Bifhoii^oC' 
Chalons (af^rward» CardmaVde-Noailles and Archbifliop 
of Paris) occafioned the conderahation of it. For the Je* 
fiilts bearing this prokte a grudge, immediately began their 
intrigjoes, and after fevenll unfctcceiyul applications, at 
length in 1713, got Clement the Xtth to publi/htfae famous 
bull or conftkution, ufually called Unigcnitm^ becaufeit 
begins mlh- thefa words, Unigenitus fllius Dei, &e« ^c* 
By this bull one hundred and one propofitioM^ faid to be efc- 
tra&ed from Father Quefnel's book, were condemned as 
falfe, captious^ blafphemous, ill founding, fcandalous, im- 
pious, ralh, bordering upon here/y, heretical, &c. &c. 
without giving any particular propofition its proper qualifi- 
cation, Lewis the XlVth now in his dotage, and under 
the direftion of the Jefuits, favoured this bull fo much, that 
Cardinal da Moailles and feven or eight bidiops refufing to 
accept it, Lettres de Cachet were prepared againll them, 
when the king's death opened a new fcene. The govrru* 
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Paris *5 an examkiauon of them becomes 
xexy neceflaiy, and {hall now be entered 

meni JiaTing now chftoged hands a change of meafures alio 
cnAied^ and the duke of OrkaiUf the regent, not willuig to 
hazard the peace of the kingdom by a perCecntion of the 
oppofers of the bulU by an edifi enjoined (Uence concerningr 
it^^as the beft method of deciding the controverfy. This 
iajondion of filcnce^ as it was all the Jan(enifts could defii«» 
peatly diipleated the court of Rome» But though the Pope 
thieatened excommunication to thde who received not tha 
CMkftitution^ Cardinal deNoailles and his party,^di(regard« 
ad the thunder of the conclave, and appealed to a general 
council : henc^they were C9\\ed a/tpeliants^ Thus £ir all 
%ent well with them* But Noailles, now doaUng, being; 
prevailed upon to fubmit, the Duke of Orleans dying, an^^ 
the Jefuits. once more gjstting footing at courts from ^at 
period down to the pr^fent time,, the Janfjonifts hav^ beea 
^xidct a cloud, and the leceptioa of the bull fo ftrenuoufl;y 
inMed on, as to produce the late proceedings which have 
ended in the baniflunent of the parliament of Parity 

*^ It may not be unentertainiDg to give fome account of 
this perfon, to whofe interceilion fo many wonders have^ 
been afcribed. — The Abbe ParU was a geotl^man of very 
l^ood family of the robe, and elded fon of a counfellor of 
the patliament of Paris. From his earlieft youth he difco* 
-vered a remarkable turn for the extravagancies of devotiop. 
As he grew up^ this got fo far the better of his^r^afon, thai 
he relinquiftied all pretenfLons of fucceeding to his father's 
pe-ft^ to a youngrr brother^ and dedicated himfelf totjim 
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Q^6ii. AndlamoDi without hope that 1 
b»v0 it m my power tagive you fudrir 

clmrcii, morti>fyiDg bim^lf ^vith coatioufti failings, toA 
&arcely eter ^rxitig from before bis crucifix. . Not thiok* 
ittg tbis enough to infure bis fulvation^ he «^tted every ad- 
mtage .bis birth had f^xen bim, i^d having fold bi« tlMtp 
bmriod htmfoU in aa obfcure retreat, known only to the fick 
ftnd needy whom be adminlflered unto, and felieved. Wiih 
all thb fan&ityhe W88> in. his own opinion, the greated of ' 
finners. This diffidence was Ihe grand principle, of his co»- 
dud; it made him puniih himiclf with the mofi fevere pe* 
nances, tear hh flc/h with the mod cruel ffagellations, ia 
(hort, pra^ife all the extravagancies of the wild eil fanatic | 
ft name, which, if a weak jadgment and a warm fancy ba 
tharaderi&ics of faiiatictfrn, belonged to the blcfled Deacon, 
an appellation wbbch our Abbe was honoured with, wb» 
Ihoug^thimfelf unworthy of the higjher order of prieiUiood. 
Having acquired a vaft reputation of &n^ity among, ^ 
Jaoleniftsyhe died on the 6s& of May, 17 2/9 (not 172^ at 
Pr. Middletdn fai's) and was buried in the church-yard 
of St. Medard at Paris, near the South wall ,of the church, 
a tomb-ftone being put. up that covered the extent of hia 
gvave, whidi, from the time of his death, was frequented by 
his vidmirers. The number of worfliippers increafing di^ily^ 
ian opinion of the efficacy of woifffiipping there gained 
ground alfo. By degrees it was rumoured abont^ that the 
fick bad by their pray^s at the tomb been rpdored la 
health ; and cures of an aftoniftiirig natMre had been wrought 
by the interceflion of the blefled Deacon ; till, at length, in 
the year 1731 th^e reports having put the whole city of 
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yUe^ of thefe boafkd^S^ as^ w^l fadsfy 
you ho\fs unfair a reprdedtatiort of thcaji 

iNifis ift a fernwtit^ a^nd Su Medafd-s G6imh-y«rd^ Mtig 
emuded fiK)m- morning to- mght vtnih fickp^aytftg^for re^ 
Kef, th« civil ^N^giftraU>, unable by tigr other m«iAft to'ftlnft 
tbetorxe]]t»Bndcla& tb^ii^ol mifaslMy iill updn llreeSt^ 
pedieQtofidtbamng:alliq>pro(ich td tlie^lceiia of #oiidevs^ 
By walling up the fepakhre. It was on thia oceailoni i\M 
tile folk>wingirei|ttat]Uy repeated diiiiicli vraisiiladSi aad*put 
upontbe'waiU 

De par le Roi— defence a Dieu 
De faire miracles en ce lieu. 

Our ^tnt*^ mimcles^ ai^r tl)is> become lefs freqmntf 
though fome were attributed ftill t# him, as in the cafe pf 
Gautier relate by MontgerOn; and even* to this day, he 
performs wnderful feats anxong the Gonvulfion^Hiei, whofW 
^travaganiies have done fo mtich diibn^dit to the caulb of 
Janfemfin^ that the* fober part of that fe^ have not only 
«iifclaimed all connexion with them, but have alfo employed 
fome of their abled writers to expofe theh* frantic abfurdi- 
ties. ThdTe convalilohifts well deferve this appellation ; for 
they have among<l"them adepts^ who^can^ Ayith pkafure^ 
work themfelv«s up to the^ (Irangeft agitatibns ^nd convuU 
£ons, pra^illng feats which would entcrtaiif a^Bartholotnew* 
feir audience. Mn Powel the fire<^eater roiy have barnt - 
Jiis art' among them, for they have fome who are invulnera* 
bleby fire ; others, agdin,'like another fet of jtigglers, are 
impenetrable by the peint of a (harp fword. In the year 
1749 being at Paris^ I was invited to go to one of thsir 
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we bavelad in thed^ovc quotatioDS from 
Pr. M0dd/titon,ixnd theauthOT of ihtJEjffk}^ 
on Msmdejy and trocileqpii&ctly wkh how Ik* 
de iseafon tfaisy have feftcrifct up in oppofi* 
tioa to the mkades of die Kew Teftament^ 

An infinite number of treatifesconctSra* 
ing them were publiflied in France: but 
die pOflyipou$ bock of Mr. ^ Mmtgerim 
fcxr, and the Paftoral Letters of the Arch- 
bifhop of Sens, againft then>« contain i^ 
that can be offered on ekher fide^ and all 
that is neceflary to enable us to form our 
judgment of the sfiair. Thefe I have pe- 
rufed with care, and ftiali quote with fide- 
lity, and upon the whole, fatisfy you that 
all die extraordinary faSs afcribed to tlite 



meetings, wliere I was toldl fhould be entertained with di#. 
exploits of one of their famous heroes, who cotild hot onlj 
bring on convulfions when he pleafisd, but when he was in 
that A^tea would He on the floor and allow his breail to be 
beat with a ftone or hammer. Though my curiofity was 
not fo great as to make me a witnefs of this myfelf, the per* 
fon whom 1 had my information from^ had feen the ope«> 
ratipn. 



Digitized by 



Google 



126 

iii^e Paris may be included irnda t&cfe- 
two heads; Firft, that in many bffenccs^ 
fraud and impoftare were fiirly proved* 
and detected, and Seccmdly, that the curat 
mdfy performed :at the tomh, can be ac-- 
counted for by natural caufcs which I 
fea;Ilaffign» 

^ FLrft, then^ that fraud :and impc^um 
were detefted in many inftances^ was uo* 
torious to all the world, at th6 very time,' 
and is confirmed to us by all the vouch*.. 
ers which the nature of the thing allows. 
Suffer me to mention two cm: three, from 
the Archbifhop of ^ns ; froBx which it 
Will appear how little rcafon the author, 
of the ]£J/ay on Miracles had for afferting. 
^that the Jefuits^ a learned body ^fupportcd 
hytht civil magifiratcs, and.dcterained ene^ 
mies to thofe opinions in whofe favour thi 
mi racks were /aid to have been wrought,' 
were never ahlc dijtin^ly ta refute or detcSl 
ibera. 

Six of thefe cures had been corrobor*- 
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ted by a Verbal procels taken by order cT 
X^ardinai dc Noaiffes, in 17289 before a. 
coramiffary appointed by him. Throe or 
four years after, above twenty of die 
cures of Taris, prcfented a petition ta 
Noailleis fucceflbr in the fee of that city, 
requefting that four of thefe cures m\^at 
be folemnly publifhed to the people as 
miracles. Whence, Aen, their filence as 
to the other two ? It arofe from the no- 
torious dete£lion of impofture in the cales 
6i Jacques Laurent Menedricux, and Jeam 
Nivet, which laft perfon in particular, was, 
in conlequence of a freflb examinatioot 
ihadein 1732, produced and found to be 
a^' lame and blind as ever, though elevai 
witheiTes had attefted hk cure, in 17281 
before the commii&ry, who chofo to be 
content with their evidence, without re- 
quiring than to produce Mvethin^di, , 

In a fubfequeiit petition to tteir arch* 
biftiop, the fame zealous friends of the 
AiU P^nV requefted the publication of a 
^gieat many other cures of a later da» 
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thaoi the four already prefeoted^ by diem. 
But fiaod&nd impoftat^ coiild bt proved 
wow, w livell as before. Ooe of tlie cafe* 
^as of the Siair le JDauJxj who >vas faid 
w have been cmtd of a fever by having 
feme reliqaes of the AUi Paris pwt 
under his iieadj when he w*s given over^ 
ftftd h^ received the ratromchts. Nov*' 
ihe impofture, here> was deteCled by the 
fick perfbn himfelf, who in a letter writ^ 
ten by hifti to the Bilhop of Laon declaresi 
that the whole wai a trick of the Jdn/fi^ 
nijl comtounity of "St. tiifaire, wh6 had 
preiTed upon him a confelTor, and adrni* 
inift^red the faerttn^nts to him, which 
Slight be Iotyk«d Upon as tnarks of his 
being dangeroufly ill, but was far from 
being the cafe. Ldieu a laceman^ atid 
Anrti Coulon^ faid td be bortt d*af and 
dumb, and reprefented &s having received 
their cure at the fepulchre of the Abbe 
were afterwards proved to have always 
enjoyed their faculties of fpetch and hear- 
ing, though in an imperfefl degree.-*- 
;dnn€ k Franc was faid to be cured of a 
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tompliGation of diflempersj and amongil 
others of a diforder in her eyes. On an 
examinatioii made by the Archbifhop of 
Paris, it appeared from the teftimony of 
all her relations, that fee had never been 
in the dangerous way reprefented, particu* 
Jarly that (he had never had any diforder 
in her eyes.— As ingenious a piece of 
fraud as apy, was detefted in the cafe of 
the viidow dcLorme, who pretended to be 
ftruck with the palfy, for going to the 
tomb with an intentipn to ridicule. Her 
.own confeffion of the contrivance^ and 
other authentic documents, brought this 
to light. 

It would be needlefs to multiply in(lan« 
-tes (which I could eafily do) becaufe thofc 
already mentioned, are fufficient to prove 
that fome of the pretended miraculous 
cures were detefted to bt the offspring of 
fraud. But if this be certain, it is equally 
fo, that, in many of the cafes alleged, no 
fraud was dete6led. If the certainty of 
fome of the cures could have been difput* 

K 
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cdithfe Afehbilht)t> of SiHs*, and (rther 
jprefetfes would not have laboured (b mucfc, 
ds wfc knbw they did, to prove, from the 
feircumftances of them, that they were ope- 
taiion* of the devil. 

At! tjKWiimatioti, theit^tfe, <^ thofe 
ttircs performed Hi the tomb of the AS6i 
Pafii, Aeevideiftfctyf \»hich ftands utiim^- 
peached of ffaiiid, bfceomes neceffary, atal 
1 iflatter myfelf that t fhall be able to di- 
Veil them of that miraculous garb with 
Which ignpKince anti credulity have dreff. 

♦ The title of the Archbiihop^s performance h—Ififtrut' 
Hon Pqfiorale de Monjeigneur J, Jofeph Languet^ Arckevc" 
fue dt Sens ;— ci-dera«f Eveqwe de Saifons, au St/jet de9 
prttendus Mirttcle^ iu Diacre de St. Mtdard, 3f des ConvuU 
Ji(fm urrivees dfon Tofnbean^ Hiew fere tbi^ partfc, poh- 
tHktil at Ai%6Hiti^retiit ttraea^ Vr the 6rft^ the ArchbKhoip' 
«idedvo«rsto (heW tbat the pretended miracles have neither 
certainty ;nof evidence ; in the fecond, that the ciTcumftan- 
€68 of them prove they ar6 rather the operations t)f tfcTe 
dfeVil thatf df dod; itt th6 thfrd, he w6i^d feftabli(h thl> 
]f6iht,*th^t^fegwd « to be piud to miracles in oppofuioii 
%> the body of chief paftors united to their head.— Had the^ 
forelatebeen fatjsfied, that he had made good his firft hia^l^ 
the other two wiWd liaVfe Hwn'qifitefepterftiwut. 
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€(i tiiem up^ and which infidelity and fcep* 
ticifm affe^ to eloath them in^ that they 
fove theit purpofeft in their attacks againft 
the credibility of all miracles whatever* 

Miracles may be divided imo two clafl*'- 
es; of efie£ls which are, in thenif<^ve8| 
fuch.as could not, by any natural means 
be produced { and of effe^, which though 
in themfelves fuch as might \}e produced 
naturally^ yet could not be produced, in 
that manner, and with thofe circumfian^ 
ces, without the interpofiticm of foiAe in- 
vifible power ♦. When therefore an ef* 
feft of the former kind is attefted, upon a 
fuppofition that there be no defeft in the 
teftimony, the credifoifity of the fa^, at 
the fame time dbbliihes die credibility of 
the miracle. But when effeds of the 
ktter kind, e&£is wiiicfa imght be prod^ 
ced naturally, are, from the attendant cir- 
cumflances, afcribed to invifible power, 

* See the fermoa of BMipp Co^ybears oa mn^hi, 
K 2 
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in fuch cafes we mud not content our^ 
lelves with the certainty of the fads, but 
before we admit the judgment of the wit* 
nefles who pronounced them fupematural, 
we muft enter upon an examination of 
their circumftances ourfelves; becaufe 
thefe witneffes may have been mifled by 
ignorance, prompted by credulity, or ex- 
cited by views of intereft, to afcribe to an 
invifible fupernatural interpolition, what 
really happened through the agency of 
cauSes merely natural. Let us, therefore, 
fee, to which clals of miracles we muft 
allot the cures attribute) to the AbU 
Paris. 

Now the likelieft way of difcoyering 
whether any of them were beyond the 
reach of natural means, is to take Mont'- 
geron's book into our hands, to examine 
the cafes he has colle6led, and to reft this 
point on his evidence. When you con- 
fider how zealous an advocate for the 
miracles he was, you cannot but be of 
opinion, with me, that he has taken care 
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to fele6l thofe cafes which bore the ftrong- 
eft marks of a fupematiiral interpofition ; 
and therefore, if any cures, in themfelves 
miraculous, could have been attributed 
to his favourite faint, with any fliew 
of evidence, we might have expefted to 
find them in his colle6lion : but that there 
are none fuch to be met with there, I (hall 
now fatisfy you. 

Confidering that the book in queftion, 
is a. large quarto volume, one may well be 
furprized to hear that it contains an ac« 
count of only eight cures ♦. Yet this is 
the cafe; and Montgeran, I fuppoie, 
thought that a few cures vouched by many 
certificates, would do more to eftabliflji 
his faint's reputation, than many cures 
vouched by few. 

* Befitles th« e^ht cures whicii Mon^rcm espatiatei 

'upon very copioufly, a ninth is aUb produced by hlm> and 

two or three certificates concerning it, are inferted. But 

as he himfelf adds nothing to corroborate it, his book may 

properly be faid to treat only of «ight cures. 
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The firfl cur^ rdatcd by him is of Don 
Ant&rUod€ Pa/achm, a young gentleman 
who had loft one eye entirely, and was 
ifflifled with a weakn^fs And inflammation 
of the other. Now there cannot be the 
leaft {^^etence foif affirming that the rdief 
received by thi$ patient was beyond the 
teach of human means. For What hap«* 
pened here ? The inflamed eye, iodeed^ 
was cured : but, it feems^ our wonder* 
forking Abb6 could not reftore the odier^ 
wllich rensMined as dark as before. 

Or will any body pronounce the dif«» 
eftfes of Margant ThdhuU^ and of Mar^ 
gs^tt Ftancis J)h Ch/ne as incurable by 
natural meaos p-^However exaggerated 
by Montger^^i however artificially branch* 
ed out by him into a variety of fytoptoms^ 
yet, that complications of diftempers, ari- 
fifig from obftru^iom in the fluids^ ffaould 
be curable by human means, cannot be 
denied, The illnels of the former of thefe 

Patients, ajrofe, ^ Hr* Bfneaume (a phyA- 
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dan vho ha^ originally Attended her) te^ 
us ♦, from obftruftions occanoned by « 
thick inflamed blood, which had not » 
proper <:irculation* And Mr. Cc^ardwha 
had prefcribcd for the latter^ fecms to ^ 
rive-f- the variety <^f complaints under 
which {he iaboiined« f«^m the lupprtf&on 

# Je ]a trouvM 4'a)>Qrcl daiigei«iirenHe|it a^9l«d« ifi^fif 
-efpece de difpoiition apoplf?^^|ae cauiSe par tine portion de 
rbumeur d'une rheuiuatifrae gouteux, tu goufe vague: 
Cette humeur fe jettanc far le bras y 'CftUfa 4e vkes do«- 
l^n;etcommf ja violf nqe dq la douleur empfc)ipi| 1^ 
mouvemeot da c^tte partie^ Pf| appellok cHm? flj^/^iioiiy 
paralyiie.— rll £il a riemarqiier que UnA le faii(|r qi|^on li^i 
tira etoit tres epais, coigneux, et inflamniatoire ; 4e f<tn|; 
^ eeite 4|\iaUl£ coule- diffciteiBieiit» «et et ln» poopn % 
iiarf9fr4^^ embafra^. 

K* 5 of the certi^ealea al>9yt ThibauK 
in Montjgeroa. 

t J'ai etc appelU pour la voir vers paques de Tannce 
1730. EMe«loitii|alade depots plus de deax am et deini : 
Ette & pWgiooit a ni9« ^jjw ^pul/e^r df c$t|, d^w ?naj 4e 
te^e ioCMpppitable — i')ii\ jaf\j^ ,dVfiojn^cb^ yomiSant fa no|ir* 
riture^ &c. ^c. — La fpurce 4^ tant de$ maux^ venoit d'utNS 
chute que la malade avoit fait fur I'eiloroach, cequi peu jdk 
liemt lyNTCS tvoii £tc (uivi de la lufpreflionde fes negks. 

K* i 6f th0 €efti6c»tes ahou^ Jftu 
Chefn^ ip Moi^^^roiu 
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of her mcnfcs, the confcqucncc of a fall. 
So that in thefc two cafes, nothing more 
was to be done than to remove an obftruc 
tion, the removal of which would, of 
courfe, reftore health. 

The cures of Mary Anne Couronneau^ 
Philip Sergeant, and Louifa Hardown, 
three more of MontgerorCs miracules, who 
were paralytic, will not certainly be pro- 
nounced beyond the reach of natural 
means. Palfies, it is well known, arifc 
from obftruftions of the fpirits that circu- 
late in the nerves, fo that their influx into 
the mufcles is impeded; or from obftruc^ 
tions of the arterious blood. Nothing 
more, therefore, was required here, than 
to remove that obftruftion ; and the daijy 
cures of the moft oniverfal palfies, fatisfy 
us that the relief received by the three 
abovementioned patients, plight be entire- 
Jy natural. Louifa Coirin's coipplaipt was; 
a tumor on her left breaft : and, fiy)pch- 
fing it to le a tumor of the moft terrible 
kind^a catoer, yet have we no reafon for 



Digitized by 



Google 



137 

pronouncing even this difeafe incurablf^ 
It is to be efie6led by changing the ftate pf 
the bloxxl, and therefore/cannot be ftid %o 
require a fupernatural caufe.— Phyjicians, 
indeed, will tell us that the hiftory of phy- 
lic furnifhes no inftance of a cancer's being 
cured : granting this to be true, what wil] 
it prove ? It may prove the impeifefitioQ 
of the fcience they profefs, but it can never 
prove that a cancer is abfolutely incil-* 
rable : It may prove their ignorapce of 
any human means adequate to fuch Si 
cure, (and the beft phyficians will confeg 
their ignorance in many inftance$) l?ut can 
never prove that no fuch means exill *, 

There remains to be confidered, of 
^ontgeron's eight cures, the nature of thai 

* The Ul^' generally aderted, that there are do i&ilancef 
of caneers cared, without tbs excifiop of the part, is co|if 
tradi6ted by recent experience. For that Mr. Ward baf 
cured tumors on brcafts, pronounced to be cancers, and 
treated as fuch by the regular- bred furgeonsand phyfi? 
cians, is a fa^ which,* were it neceflary, could be P9f)^ 
^rmcd by defcending to particulars. 
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of Peter Gautier ♦, whofe f ye had been 
pierced through with an awl. And that 
nothing happened in his cafe, which could 
not be efiefled by natural means, every 
one, who knows any thing of the ftru£lure 
of the eye, muft admit. To a perfon um 
acquainted with this, indeed, it may &em 
very furprizing, that an eye pierced 
Uirough with an awl, (hould recover its 
vifion; and, accordingly, Mjntgeron txu 
umphs in this, as a cure which was 
abfolutely above the power of naturai 
cauies. And, yet, inHances are far from 
being uncommon, where the piercing of 
the eye did not render the recovery of 
fight iropoffible. Particularly, the opera- 
ration of eouehing for the cataraSi w per- 
formed by running a fteel needle imo the 

^ Tbit cure wm performed m i7di3, after ifce ftullipg up 
of lli« tottibf MX P«M«as IB Lt»gufMi/uc, M^^h^ ciu^ 
performed At Sdfnelai, the fiune y«»r» oa Edlii^ei» P«^^Kig0^sv 
WM the only one, of all Uuife a^tribnied l;o oyr Ahhip px4v- 
lillied by « bUkop, wkh folemiity a$ a mn^K Tbp 9^ 
ftop of Avxerpe, fanmis for bis zral as « imkwil^A M '4 
$his honour. 
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eye^ through the adnata, hy the .edge of 
the cornea, till k arrive at the middle of 
the cataraj^. Now nothing happened ta 
Peter Goi^f/er's eye, but what is done with^ 
out any bad confequence^ in the operation 
of couching,. His eye was pierced through 
the eornta, and iht ajMous htmor drop* 
ped out upon his hand : and in eouching, 
the eye muft be pierced in the fame man* 
i>er by the ocuhH^ vodib^afUMUshufnof 
i$ fometimes loft. But^ then, it is well 
known that this is a fubftance which is 
reproduced; and, therefore, neither the 
Wounds made by the {harp inftrument, nor 
the confequences of that wound, the lo& 
of the aquems kwmor^ do imply that iany 
parts of the eye ciieotial to v^an \m» 
deliroyed^. 

From the abore ckdci£lioa of particu^ 
Jarsj it appears that none of i^ cures 

* fiefides i\A reiftoraiioo <^ tli« poerccd eye, th^ <Klfif« 
fearing of two ijpecks, on the other, is oiad^ » part of this 
iniracle ; ))ut fo tri^in^ a party that we need not fay more 
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tttributed to the AbhiFaris hyMontgtrM^ 
*re fuch as were, in themfelves, miracu- 
lous 5 fo that if there was any fapernatural 
interpofition in bringing them about, this 
Aiuft be coUefted from the manner and 
circumftances in which they happened ; 
an inquiry into which, therefore, becomes 
tieceflary. 

Now I think this muft be affirmed, that 
there can be no pretence for calling in 
fupematural caufts^ unlefs, from the cir- 
cumftances attending the fafls in queftion, 
wc may have anafTurance that no natural 
taufes operated. But how can we have 
fuch an afiurance ?— The defenders of 
their miraculous nature, are« indeed, in the 
right when they tell us, that there can be 
no natural efficacy in proftration on the 
Abb6's tomb, or in fupplication to him, 
to produce the recovery of the ufe of 
limbs, or. the removal of dropfical fwell- 
ings* But, then, they will findlt extreme* 
ly hard to prove, that no other natural 
Caufes, more adequate, did operate. How 
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know we but that the cures would have 
equally happened^ though the faint had 
never been applied to? How know we, 
that the patients were not already m a 
healing way when they fought relief frpoi 
the Abfo6 ? Can we be abfolutely oertain 
that the ftrength of their confiitutions had 
not got the better of their difeafes, at this 
particular junfture ? Or might not medi* 
cines formerly taken, and other expeii^ 
ments tried, have contributed to the relief 
afcribedto die interpofition of our ^int ? 
-^In^ word, to ufe the obfervation of Dr, 
Middleton^ " ^very man's experience ha$ 
^' taught him, that difeafes thought fataj 
*^and d/efperajte^ are often furprwingly 
^^ healed of therafelyej, by fomeiecret aad 
** fiidden effort of nature, impenetriable to 
^* the Jkill 4>f man ; but to afcribe this pie- 
'* fently to a miracle, as weak and fuper? 
^^ ftitious minds are apt to do ; to the pray- 
/' ers of the Uving, or the interceflion .qf 
.^* the dead, is what neither found regfo;) 
'^ nor true religion will juftify^ * 

♦ Free Inquiry, p. T^. 
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Tiiefe refleiftioiiis occur upon the fifft 
view; and even before we are aMe ta 
point out any particular circutnftances^ 
which are inconfiflent with the Tuppbfition 
of there being any fupeniatural interpofi-* 
tion in bringing about the cures we now 
treat of^ And that fuch circumftances can 
be. afligned^ in fome of the caies iniifted 
tipon by M^ntgeron, I (hall now endeavour 
to fatisfy you. 

And, firft, the circumftances attending 
the cure of Don Aiphorifo are fuch as make 
it matter of wonder, that Montgeron{JlM(o\dL 
give it a place amongft the miracles of 
his laintt The infliimmation and weak* 
nefe of this gentleman's eye, at the time 
when he began his fpsuvaine to the Abbfe, 
ar^ indeed, unexceptionibly well atteded. 
Yet there is not the leaft, moft diftant 
ground, for afcribing the relief he received 
to the interceffion of* the bleffed deacon.^ 
For the depofitions bf -the witnefles mcii* 
tion this very remarkable circumftance, 
that he a6lually, at the fame time^ made 
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tife of remedies prefcribed by Mr. St 
Yves * an eminent ocolift, and had3 for a 
day or two previoufly to the removal of 
the inflammation^ bathed his eye with a 
medicine compofed of a decoflion olm^^ 
vukllwos mixed with ibme laudanum. 

How ridiculous is it then, to fee the 
admirers of the Ahbi Paris boaft of this 
as one of his mighty deeds ? The young 
gentleman is troubled with an inflamma. 
lion in his eye; he applies to the Ahhi 
Paris to be cured by him ; but, at tlie 
lame time, makes ufe of a medicine pre- 
fi:rribed by an oculifL Which^ therefore^ 
ought to have the honour of the cure ? 
The dead faint, or the living oculift ?— 
I believe, while the latter was employee^ 
few will think there can be any grounds 
for fuppofing that the former, at all, in- 
terpofed.— Bdides it appears from the 
ccrtifioatw coJleSed by Monigtrx^Uy that 

^ Amihot #f n mH-^ffiecfmed ))Ook on tbe 4if«a(es of tb^ 

3 
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Sort Atphxmp^ eye was fo much inflamecf 
in the beginning of 1731, that he was 
obliged to fufpend his ftudies; but that 
the ufe of an eye* water prefcribed by a 
woman, gave him temporary relief; and 
Jiis eye continued tolerably well, till the 
month of June^ when he applied to our 
Ahbe. Can there, therefore, be any rea- 
fori to doubt of his being relieved, ;y(m;t 
t)y the raedidine of Mr. St. Yvts^ when we 
have this inftance of his being relieved, 
t^fore, by the medicine of an old woman? 

Two other of Montgeron's cures, that of 
tout/a Cot fin's fwelled breaft, and that of 
Peter Gdutitfs pierced eye, feem very 
improper inftartceS to prove the interpo* 
fition of his faint.— With regard to the 
former, we have no afTurance from any 
6f the witrieffes produced, either of her 
ftot being in a healing way before fhe ap- 
plied to our Abbij or of her not making 
ufe of the medicines proper for her com- 
plaint, befides her own and her fervam's 
evidence. The whole affair is tranfaftcd 
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in private; fraud may^ for aught we know, 
have been praftifed, and the very fufpi- 
cion of fraud dcftroys the credibility of 
the faft. 

Or if we confider tlie evidence urged 
in fupport of Peter Gautiefs cure, we {hall 
find that we have only his own word to 
make us believe he was blind at the time 
when he began his neuvaines to the A6bi. 
That bis eye had been pierced through 
with an awl, and that, in confequence of 
this wound, he had loft the ufe of it, for 
fome time, is proved by a cloud of wit- 
neffes. But that he had not recovered 
the ufe of it, long before the laint was ap- 
plied to^ depends upon his own fingle 
affirmation ; and how little regard ought 
to be paid to it, will ftrike every one who 
confiders that Gautier^ even according to 
Montgerovi^ account, was entirely direfled 
and influenced by one Mr. CanJfol?i prieft, 
and a moft zealous admirer of the Ahbi 
Paris. — But why (hould I mention bare 
fiifpicions, when pofitive evidence can be 

L 
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oflkred, to prove that Gauiier had reco« 
vered his fights before he applied to the 
blefled deacon ? The Archbiftrop of Sens, 
in his Paftoral Injirudion^ difclofes to us 
the fcene of fraud. From him we learn> 
that G(miter\ own uncle gave evicknce 
that his nephew could fee with the pierced 
ey^ within a few weeks after the acci- 
dent, and fifteen montli^ before he bega^ 
his prayers. Nay, farther, it appeared 
that Gautier himfelf recanted his former 
fiory, and figiied a depofition to that 
effea*. 



* If I had uot propofed to coafine myfelf to the cures ca- 
lated by Montgeron, I could have produced a great many 
from the Archbifiiop of Sens, the circumftances of which 
(hewed that there could not be the lea ft ground An* atiribul- 
ifig them to the interpofition of our Abbe^ I ftiall juft 
mention one or two, — Peter Lero, who was fuppofed to he 
cured of ulcers in his left leg, by praying at the tomb, was 
in a healing way before he went thither : And no wonder 
that •bis ulcers fhould heal up in eighteen days^the 
time he employed in praying tp pur faint.- Elizabeth La*' 
Jo^, prctenc^ed to be cured of a hard fwelled breall, by ap- 
plying to it tb^ holy earlh. But it appeared, upon exami* 
nation, that ihe was with cbiid, and that the fwelling of hc^r 
tr^ft wa^ Qwing to h^r bavii^ taken medicines to occafion 
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But though fome of MontgerQn\ mira^ 
cul& were cured, at leaft were in a way 
of being curol, before they applied to ouf 
faint, I muft own this cannot be affirmed 
to have been the cafe of them all. For 
that the difeafes of others of them were, 
feemingly, at the worft, and that fudden 
changes were wrought at the tomb on 
fupplicants, at the very inftant of their 
application, thefe are fa6b, which, as they 
could not be invalidated at the very time, 
it would be unreafonable to deny now. 
For inftance, I cannot find the leaft de- 
fcft^ in the evidence urged in fupport of 
the cure oi Margaret Thibavlt The re- 
ality of her difeafe is attefted to us by fix 
phyficians *, three of whom examined her 
only two days before Ihe went to the 
tomb, and having feen her again, imme* 
diately after her return from it, bear wit- 

an abortion, and, therefore, Treafed on her being brought 
to bed ; and would equally have ceafed though (he had 
never nii^dt the earth. 

♦ Meffrs. Cointre, Reneauuiey Chomel, Coidcvilarii Oof- 
pier, et De lupine. 

1-2 
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nefs to an amazing change wrought upon 
her health, a change, which crouds of 
fpeftators, prefent with her at the tomb, 
alfo atteft. Nor can the Archbifliop of 
Sens invalidate the truth of this, content- 
ing himfelf with a certificate of Mr. Silva, 
phyfician to the Duke of Orleans ; which 
indeed proves that her cure was not com- 
plete, {he not having recovered the ufe of 
two of her fingers, but does notaffeft the 
evidence brought to prove that fhe was 
freed from other fymptoms.— Neither do 
I find that any well-grounded objeftion 
could be offered in the cafe of Margaret 
Frances Ducbejhe. The dropfical fwell- 
ing of this patient, as of Margaret Tbt* 
hault^ could not be counterfeit, and the 
vifible, fudden decreafe of thefe fwellings 
was a faft of which the fenfes of the fpec- 
tators eduld be certain, Thie paralytic 
fupplicants, indeed, Cmronneau^ Ser^eanf, 
^nd Hariouiv, could more eafily impofc 
upon fpeflators, and pretend to be refto-. 
red to the ufe of limbsj of which they had 
jicver been deprived. But I muft owHi 
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except in the Cafe of Cotttanneau *, therd 
doth, not feem the leaft ground for fufpi* 
cion on this head: the reality of their 
complaints, and the fudden relief they re-» . 
ceived at the tomb are fo ftrongly atteft- 
cd, that it would be fcepticifm to fuppofe 
the whole was colluiion and fraud. 

But though I am obliged to admit fome 
of the faSs, I am not obliged to adroit 
the confequence drawn by the yaAfcrU/ls^ 
that there was Any miracle in the caie«-« 
Whenever natural cat^es fufficient to ac-* 
count for an event can be afligned, it 
would be folly and fuperftition to have 
recourfe to fupematural ones t. If there- 
fore I can affign natural caufes fufficient to 
account for the benefit received by fome of 
the fupplicants in St. Medarits church- 

* The Archbifliop of Stns i^ould have us believe thai 
this woman was cured before (he went to the tomb. But^ 
on comparing what he adtances, with the certificates pro- 
diiced by Monfgefon, I cannot think be has dete6led anjr 
fraud in this cafe^ 

t Mec. D^us interfity nid dignut vindice nodus. HoHr; 
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yard, I think I fhall have efire6lually over- 
turned the pretentions to a miraculous 
interpofition. 

That imprefliotts made on the mifld 
produce furprizing changes on the habit 
of the body, we are as certain of, as we 
are certain that a change can be wrought 
on it by medicines, or any other external 
caufe. The truth of this will not, I ima- 
gine, be difputed by any one, fo far as it 
relates to a change of the habit of the body 
for the worfe. For that difeafes often 
take their rife from the affe&ions and 
paffions of the mind, is a faft confirmed 
by experience in a vaft notoriety of in- 
ftances. Can there be any thing more 
inconteflably true, than that care aiKl 
anxiety, difappointment in what we have 
ardently wiftied for, and lofs of what we 
have affeftionatdy loved, by preying upon 
the mind and engrofling all its attention, 
will diforder the whole frame of the body, 
and become the fource both of chronic 
and acute complaints ? 
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But not to infill upon the more fiknt 
find flow workings of a fettled melancholy, 
ruining and Underihinhig the health by 
degrees, equally agreeable to cxperiencet 
and more appofite to our prefent purpofe, 
are inftances of fudden and alarming 
diforders^ occafioned by the violence of 
impreflionsmade by fear, by anger, by joy* 
— ^If your own experience has not brought 
any fuch inftances within the reach of 
your knowledge, the hiftorian will tell 
you they have happened^ and the phyfi- 
cian will corroborate his teftimony, and 
affign the caufe* 

Remarkable m the hiftories of France^ 
is the ftory of John de Poidiets, count de 
St. Valier *. Convifted of being an aflb- 

* This account of John de Poitiers I have from Moreri. 
*• Diane de Poi^liers Ducheife de Valentinois, celebre font 
•* le regne de Henri II. ^^oit fille de Jean de Poidiers, 
'* Comtede St. Valier. — Diana gagn£t par fabeant^le coeur 
*' de la plus part des grands de la cour. Jeaiude Poidiers 
i " fon pere'fut convaincu d'aToir favorifc les deiTeins et la 
** fuitede. Charles coimetable de Bourbon. On Tarreta a 
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date in the conrpimcy of the conftable of 
Bourbon, againft Frtmcis I. and condemn* 
ed to lofe his head at Lions, the fear and 

*^ Lion ou le roi Francois I« etoit ; et depuis on le eon« 
*' demna a perdre la tete. Le deplaifir qu'il eut de fe voir 
" perdu fut £\ grand, qu^en une nuit les cbeveux lui blan- 
'* chireot i abfohiment, que ceoTc qui TaToient en garde le 
*' prirent le lendcmain pour un autre. II tomba meme dant 
" une fievre fi violente qu'encore que Diane fa filleeut ob- 
** tenu fa grace, il ne put guerir, quelque remede qu'en y 
•* apportat. — Ce de la qu'cft venu le proverbe de la fievrc 
^ de St. Valicr." 

Moreri Artie. Diane de Poi^liers. 

As Thuanu&'s account of this ftory difers fomewhat from 
Moreri 's, I (hall alfu infert it* *^ Diana patrem babbit 
" Joannem Pidlavienfem, Sanvalerium, qui Caroli Bor* 
^' bonii conjurationis particeps, cum apud facerdotera rem 
** fecrcto confelTus elfet, a facerdote delatus, & ad mortem 
** damnatus eft. Cum ad fupplicium duceretur^ ex pavore 
^' in tarn acutam febrim incidit ut^. veni4 in gratiam filiss — 
** a Francifco Impetratd, vix ad mentem & fanitatem, fas* 
' *' pi us miflb fanguine, reduci potuerit ; unde fan Valeriana 
•* febris apud nos in proverbium abiit." 

Thuanus^Lib. IIL ad An. 1547* 

But father Anf^Ime^ in his Palais d^Hpnneur, p. 555^ 
more con(b|!^ably to Moreri** relation, fa>ns that St. Valicr 
ikw death fo near him, and iN^as fo greatly terrified on that 
occafion, that, when brought back to his houfci a fevei 
ieised him Mritb fo much violence^ that he died. 
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<^er violet paffions with which his mind 
was diftra^led^ had fuch an effeRy that, in 
one night, his hair was turned fo entirely 
grey, that the officers of the prifon took 
him next morning for another perfon. 
But this was not all, for he was feized 
with fo violent a fever, that though his 
daughter Diana, famous under the name 
of Ducbefs de ValeMinois, had, by her 
charms, procured his pardon from the 
Icing, no remedies, though all that phyfic 
could diftate were ufed, were able to pre- 
yent his death. 

An inftance of a fimilar kind happened 
to Henry the IVth of France, and we have 
the beft authority, his own word, for its 
truth. — Matthieu, his hiftorian, fays thj^t 
he was prefent when the king told the 
Martpiis dt la Force, that when he heard 
the unexpefled and mortifying news, that 
Henry the Illd had publifhed the edi6l of 
July 1585 (by which every Hugonot was 
ordered either to go to mafs, or to leave 
the kingdom in fix months) he was fo 
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greatly affefted, that, in ah inftanti iht 
mujtickio or whifker> on that fide of his 
Ikce which happened then to reft upon 
his hatid, was converted into grey *• 

But as relations of this nature will, per- 
haj>s, have greater weight when vouched 
by writers in the medical way, I fliall pre- 
fent you with a moft furprizing inftance of 
the force of an impreffion made upon the 
mind, in bringing on a fatal change on thft 
body, which I find in the Operations dc 
Chirurgerie of Vcrduc, and extrafted by 
him from Kerhercn's Spicilegmm Anato* 
micum. 

Verduc, after treating of the effefts of 

♦ Henri IV. dit au Marquis de la Force, en prefence ie 
Matthi6u qui le rapporte Liv. 8. ; qu'au moment qu*il ap* 
prit cttte indigne foibleffe d'Henri III.; fa mouftache 
blanchit tout d'un coup, du cote ou U tenoil fon vifagc 
«p)pnye fur ik main* 

Memoires dc SulK, torn; f. edit. 1747. 

# 

Another remarkabla (lory of this kind, too long to be 
tran^fcribtd, tnay be feca ia Howel's Letters^ p. 17>. 
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the imo^ation of the mother on the 
Jktu^^9 proceeds to (hew the power of 
imagination on ourfelves, fo as to occafion 
difeafes^ by relating the following caftf . 

* For many carious and furprising inftances of the ef- 
.fe^ of the imagination of the mother on the fcettn, the rea« 
der may confult Fienus, who is very copious on this fub- 
jcd, in his Treatife de Viribus Imaginationis ; Malbran- 
cbe*s Recherche de la Veritt^ B. ii. C. 7. and Dr. James's 
Didienaiy^ under the Article of Imagination. As fome 
pkyficians pretend to doubt, nay, to laugh at fuch (lories^ 
it may not be improper to fubjoin the opinion of Dr. Mead, 
and his teftimony to their truth. *' Qufd mixabilius ill, 
** ^ue in graviditatibus non raro contingere videmus ? F»- 
" mina in utero ge^ns» fi forte quid appetiverit, 6c fruftra 
** fit, interdum rei concupitae figuram quondam, aut^ fimi« 
*< litudinem, in hac aut illd corporis parte, fcttui fuo im- 
*' primit. Imo, quod majus, & prodigii inllar, fubita partis 
'* aiicujus laefione perterrita matre, ipfa ilia pars in infante 
.** noxam fentit, et nutrimenti defedu raarcefcit. Scio 
'^ hujufmodi omnes hiAorias a medicis nonnullis, quoniam 
'< qui talia fieri poffunt baud percipiunt, in dubium rocarL 
'< — At multa, quae ipfe vidi, exempla mihi hac in re fcru- 
," pulum^ omnem ademerunt/^ 

Vide Mead's Medica Sacra, p. 7K 

f Vtt coUeaeur etant alU chez un payfan pour ie faire 
payer de la taille, le payfan lui dit qu'il n'avoit point d'ar- 
gent, et le prie a de rouloir fe donner un peu de patience- 
Le coUt^eur coinmanda qu'on fut a fon grenier, et qu'«ti 
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^ A coUedor of tl^ taxes having gotie 
^ to a farmer's houfe to receive what was 



en lirlt lebled pour le vendre fur la place. Fendant qu*6ft 
«xecuta fes ordres rigoreux, une vielle femme qui fe trouva 
preiente, lui frappa fur le dos trois ou quatre fois, en lui 
Afant, tout en colere, que faites vous ? Celui ci tout etonn^ 
iei parolles^i et tout emeu des coups que cette vielle femme 
lui donnoity (entit, le jour roeme, a Tendroit ou elle Tavoit 
louche, un petit tubercule de la groCTeuf d'une aveline. 
Cette petite tumeur devint trois jours apres auiH grofle 
qu'une oeuf de poule ; elle s'augmenta dans la fuite (1 con- 
fiderablemenf, qu'au bout des trois ans elle ^toit aulfi groQtS, 
qu'une fac de bled. Le collefleur vint a Aroflerdam daivi 
le deflein d'y confulter les medecins & les chirurgicns le* 
plus babiles. lis lui confulerent tous de fe garder de faire 
oavrrr fd tumeur* Le malade vint aufli trouver Kerkeren 
pour le Confulter ; il fut etonne de voir une fi prodigieufe 
tumeur.y^PIuiieurs attribuerent la caufe de cette tumeur 
inonltreufe a un fort que cette irielle avoit jette fur cct 
lorn me. Mais qui e(l cc que ne voitpas que cette efiet 
tenoit de Timagination de cet homme fuperftitleux, qui (e . 
true enforcell^ par la vielle qui I'avoit frappe fur le dos f 
Car il lui arrlva ce qu'arrive aux femmes groifes qui on't 
des envies. Son imagination remplic de I'id^ de fac de 
bled qu*il avoit fait vendre a ce pauvre pay fan, & fe per- 
fuadant que cette vielle etoit forciere, les huraeurs qui 
efoient en mouvement, prirent leur cours vers le dos, a 
Tendroit ou elles furent dcterminees par I'imagination, et 
}a flrent la tumeur. 
Operations de Chirurgerie de Verduc^ c. xiv. p. 3 V« 
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^ due from him, and finding him unable to 
^ pay, ordered fomc of the com to be 
** taken out of his granary and fold* As 
** they were executing this order rigorout 
*' ly, an old woman, who happened to be 
" prefent, ftruck the colleftor, two or 
^ three times on the back, and with emo* 
** tion, cried out— what arc you about ? 
" The colleftor, who was deeply affe6led 
^* with this circumflance, felt, that very 
*^ day, a little tumor about the bignefs of 
^' a bean, on the fame part, which the 
** woman had ftruck. Within three days^ 
''the fwelling had grown to the fize of 
*' an hen's egg, and, at laft, in about three 
'^ years, was as big as a fack of corn. The 
^ colleftor came to Amjlerdam to confult 
^ the moft expert phyficians and furgeons, 
** amongft whom Kerkerm himfelf was 
'* confulted, who amazed to fee fo prodi- 
^ gious a tumor, which covered all his 
" back, unanimoufly agreed that it (hould 
" not be opened. But he was not fo wife 
^' as to pay any regard to this ; for he 
*' died foon after, at Cologne^ under the 
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^ hands of a flirgoon whohad undertaken 
^ the operation. Many attributed thi& 
^ xnooftrous fwelling to his being bewitch- 
*' ed by the old woman. But it certainly 
'' arofe from the imagination of this fu- 
" perftitious man, who had taken thi$ 
*' &Dcy into his head. For the fame thing 
*• happened to him, which happens to 
" pregnant women who long for any 
*• thing. His' imagination being filled 
^ with the idea of the fack of corn, which 
^« he had feized from the farmer, and 
** having fancied that the old woman was 
•* a witch, the humours which were in 
•' motion took their courfe towards the 
^ back, to the place whither they had 
** been determined by the imagination, 
•^ and there caufcd the fwelling." . 

Vcrduc, in the above paiFage, while he 
y^tes the faS, alfo ailigns the caufe. 
Impreflions made upon the mind, by 
afting upon the blood and fpirits (a power 
which we know they have, in confe- 
quence of the intimate union that con* 
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ne£bs tbe t vp pans of our nature) aiaybe 
the means of detaching too great a qpsm- 
tity of fluids to a found part, which ftag.» 
natiDg there, nature may beeome oppreflt 
ed, and the tone of the foUd parts receive 
a preternatural diftention. And that it 
vaft variety of difeafes may be thus occa* 
fioned, you will fee confirmed by the aur. 
thority o^Fienus in the note * : an autho* 
rity which you will hardly difpute, as I 
can corroborate it with that of one ftiU 
alive, whom not to call the ornament of 
his profeiTion would be unjuft, and to fey 
more of him would be impertinent t. 

• Phantafia efl caufa motus humorvm & fpiriluum in 
corpore. — Mptu Lumorum & fpirituum poffupt varii, imo 
oiQiiis generis^ morbi in nobis caufari ; Nam motu humo<^ 
luntf offunt fic^i obiirui^ones, & confequanier apc^kxis^ 
calculi, afthma, dyfuria, caecitaa &c. ulcera & ajxj^raata 
interna: Motu fpirituum poflunt fieri deliquia, yertigineSf 
&c. Imo videtur quod homo per fuam imaginationem pof* 
fet fe fere aflScere quocumque morbo vellet. Etenim — ima- 
giualia. habet vim dire^oiuam: Ergo potcft hu mo fas in 
quamcunque parte deftevminatam dirigere, & inedmorbura 
lacer€> imo etian^ hunc vel illun) morbum determinare. 

De viribus Imagina, p. ISp^ 
f Djr. Mead, wjbofe words are — Annoii homincm peflun* 
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^lot to enlarge, therefore, on fuch fafts, 
as more inftances of them wcnild be un- 
neceffary, I fhall now proceed to obferve, 
that impreffions made upon the mind 
may alfo have an efficacy to change the 
habit of the body for the better, as well as 
for the worfe, and to reftore as well as to 
deftroy health. 

And, indeed, this is a dire6l confequence 
of what has been juft obferved. For as 
the blood and fpirits may be fet in motion 
by impreffions made on the mind, it muft 
be alloWed that fuch motions, according 
to their different determinations to parti- 
cular parts, will remove or bring on dif- 
eafes. Nay I fhould even think, that it 
is much eafier to account for relief being 
received, in this manner, by a difeafed 



4iare vebcmentes animi afPc^liones faepe expcriuntur ? Su- 
bitus terror multos interemit ; k ipfi^ quando que fupra 
wodum exultans Iselitia fuit exitio* 

Medica Sacra, p. 70. See alfo Dr. Nichols's 
Anima Medica. 
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{lieirtoit^ th$n to account for tli6 altera-^ 
tion^ roftd^ on pcrfons hi heakh^ For by 
tH$ operatiicM of the paflioos of the iniixl 
On d»B fpWts*i they ttiay be fo dt^^rminecj 
&s to produce great alterations iti th<i mo^^ 
tions of the bloody and to COiritnUnitate 
fuch Ufe ai^ brUknefs to it^ as \rill have 
& natuiral efBcilcy to ^ve relief tmdcr dt& 
eafes whofe Teat is ili t!ie fkikk^ By thi$ 
means sbay the ohCtriiEitd tamU be opc^ 

^ If i fpfalb 9lnprop^ljF;i hppe i|# te^fM fuciOty vUl 
frxcufe the inaccAiracy of one wl|d is a ftrangcelr to the ar« 
cana of their prot'eiKon, on i point toncerhitig which they 
themselves a#e divkted,— That a fluid, dMlingurflied by the 
Mme pfSprUs, ^«d 4nm^ SpitiUi atid cir^olating iH the 
tierves, is the immediate inftrument, by meilns uf whith the 
mind A&s upon the blood, and afiedts th6 habit of body, has 
formerly been the orthodox opinion in phyfic. But, it 
iVemsj «xotifem tefloer? ippre !qq»ij(iti?c a#id knowing, at 
leafl, pretepdilig to be more fo than their predeceflbrs, ^if- 
pute the exiilence of fuch a ftuid at all^ at|d in its plac#, 
have fubftituted certain vibrations of the nerVous fyftemj 
Hq. &C. Whsther ftich a fldid exilb or no, is to my argu- 
n^ent a matter of indifference; and when I make ufe of the 
term fpirits, I mean the immediate Jliilrument of themind^s 
adion on the body, whatever it be ; and which, though we 
Atould confefk o»r i^orance of its nature, nuril be at 
kuft owaed to exift, 

M 
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c4 the ftagnating juices may refuro* tJktxf 
loft circulation, arid the relaxed folids re- 
cover dial proper tonCi which a founds 
part, oppreffed by too great a quaiitity 
of fluids,, could not prefcrve. 

What appears thus agreeable to reafoii 
has been indifputably confirmed by ex- 
perience ; and infiances^ unexceptienably 
well attefted^ of difeafSs being alleviated^ 
for a while, if not totally removed, by 
paffions excited' in the mind, by fear, by 
terror, by anger, by joy, may be appealed 
to, for the conyiftionofthofe, who have 
not feen fuch fa6ls fall under their owne 
obfervatiom 

A cafe of this kind, related by the Count 
de Chavagnac, in his Memoirs, to have 
happened to himfelf, occurs to me at pre- 
fent. The count, then a general in the 
Imperial army, was laid up in bedMrith a 
fit of the gout, when an alarm was raifed 
of the march of the Manchal dc Turenne 
to furprize their qujirters. Though he 
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'Was^ not able, before,, to move either hand 
or foot, the fear of falling into the hand? 
of. his countrymen- the French, wrought 
a kind of inftantaneous miracle on him. 
For he got out of his bed, dreflcd him- 
felf, and, having placed' himfelf in his 
qoach, all this without help, he was con- 
duced to a fafe retreat *. 

But how trifling an inftance is this, 
when compared to the ftory related of the 
famous Monfieur Pkrefque, by Gajfendusf 
The palfy had deprived Piertfque of the 

* Mr. de Tarenne a3>nt etc jointer fon fecours mar- 
cha pour enlever les Lorrains dans leur quarliers : Ceux ci 
en ayant eu I'avis, fe retirerent toutela nuit. L'alarme fut 
A viveque Mr. de Lorraine, me vint trouver pour me dire 
que dans quatre beures Mr.de Turenne feroit a nous^ et 
que Bournouville avoit donn6 rendezvous aux troupes a 
cinque grofles lieiies de la. Je foufifrois crueHeroent dans 
mon lit et ne pouvois feulement mouvoir les pieds, ni les 
mains» taQt la gpute ra'avoit faifi. Mais la peur de torober 
cntre les mains des Francois fit un miracle fur le champ; 
Car je me levai moi meme, in babillai, et mis dans ma ca- 
leche, d'pu Ton me conduifit a Caifel, ou j'ayors eiivie de roe 
^^Urcr. 

Memoires de Chavagnac^p. 33^. 

M 2 



^-, 



Digitized by LjOOQIC 



16* 

life of his rigfat*fide^ and aHb of hisfpttcb^ 
Lying in this hdplds condition^ he re-^ 
ceived a letter from kis friend Tkaantis 
which he read with a degree d joy i and 
having, immediately after^ heard a fong^ 
£nely fung, he was fo tranfported with 
the fweetnefs of it, that, Ifte the fon of 
Crafus^ tSL^T to exprefe what paffi^d with* 
in his br^dl, by words, he a€luaUy did 
lb, by breaking out into *n exclamation 
in praife of the fong ; aKid^ froAi that mo- 
ment, his paralytic medibeirs recovered 
^ir freedcMti and a£livity ^. If we con* 

« Corripnit ittiim (Pi^eikittai^) iofigQit ^iBd»i& ptraly- 
fis, td dextn* OQoes eorposis pMtes. Scilicet txxtk limen: 
Domtifteonftdebflty redinatemqiie toton corpus fbrti htt<« 
bebftit in dextrom Icmar, cum Ibbilo fenflt ejuiiiiodi femur 
non Umttt iDbtupefiiAttm. Cotrntus loto emotere, ntfi ^ 
juvante femalo non potmt, ne^ dchiceps incedere ob fi^ 
mitem cruris, pediAfue Aoportm. Perrepftt contlnno in. 
bracbitim afleAio, adeo ut Icrip/lonis liierit incapax* Serp^ 
ftt et in lingnam, f|Uii pfoinde hmSk^ nk licet non nihil ba^ 
btitke» roimniirareve i^deretttr, voces tamen diftingoere^ 
deartltttkreque son potnit. Slibiit qnoque. airritim tin* 
aitus, <}ufy nifi alii t pardbits fihittl folutis^ nontvanuit. Eft . 
autem fafta folutio poft exadam hebdomademyoccafiona: 
bilarilatifi admirationtfqne (ubnatft. CumaUatsniminua 
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fider Ga£inius% ch^ua^er, 91 a grave 
.and ferioiis phildbpher, and recolIe£t thf 
opportunities be liad of informii^ himfelf 
AS to the particulars of the life of Pu^ 
Tfffue, Mrho wai his patron and with whoigi 
he generally lived, we mufl: own that ther^ 
IS not the leaft room for doubting th^ 
itfpth of thisanecdote, which is a very re- 
fnarkabie confirmation of my hypothetic 
r^at the paifions and alfe£lions of the 
fliiod caacomrauiucate health to the body. 

Biit, as I obferved brfore, in fuch cafo 
fisthis, the verdiS oi ih^ phjifician is mone 
conclufivethan the narration of the hiflo- 
rian. And that we have the verdift of 
phyfi!p]ans confiuming this concJufion of 
the mkid's being able to relieve the dif» 

/uiflent liters a Thuano— laetitid quadam gdliit ; & cmn 
fubinde nefdo quis hymnus in Lilii, Rofaeque aroores fcite 
caQecetttr, ita capitis aft foavitiUte cantua at Strophe cu- 
jftfdaiii Jepoi«9 ut» quamadmodum Cnefi filius, proruropfre 
volens iv Aliq^a vierbat ac in c^ fpeciaiiin qi^aixi pulchrum 
hoc eft ! prorftts in ilia proniperit, eoque momento libertas 
fuerit loambrti oallliiya^ roftituta. 

Gaflendi Opera, V. IV. P. 30/. 
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cafes of the body, I may boldly affirn^. 
If then the judgment of one, whofe autho- 
rity is as venerable, as his antiquity is 
great, be decifive, as it certainly will be 
billowed, I can boaft of having the illiif- 
trious father of phyfic on my fide, and can 
quote Hippocrates exprelsly recommend- 
ing it as being oJF great fervice in certain 
difeafes, to excite, in the minds of the pa- 
tients, impreffions of anger, of fear, i^gtd 
the like ^.— A judgment this, in which he 
is far from being Angular, as it is fupport- 
^d in the ftrongeft ni^ntiet, by Ardatisj;, 
PaulusXs ^nd Galen^^ whofe opinions I 
fliall refer to in the notes. 



* Eirtrifi^ivtf o^vOvfJunf tfAmoiuy text ^feu/dMitf ctvacXn^ios hiXMy 

t Lib. I. de Cur. Morbis diutur. in morbis epilepticis, 
&C. COnMh o^vivfAtaf. ' ' • 

% Paalus feems to allude to the above cjuotation from 
Hippocrates wben he (ays — $c< $s xai t^tSviJueu tpMonn r^if 

S Galen's remark on the above quotation from Hippo- 
crates, is vciy judicious, and expreflcs clearly, the manner 
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What the phyficians of the ancients, 
ihus ^Imitted, thofe of modern times 
equally, confirm. — Thomas Fiams who 
wrote in the beginning of the laft century; 
and ^ofe fcbok de Viribus Imag^mtionis 
has been^already <}uoted) 4s as ^xprefe in 
his opinion ithaithe imagination will cure, 
:as we have feen in a former quotation 
from hfim, that it wiH caufe difeafes.-^* 
His eJeyenth difputation is on the very 
pointy and he confirms his conclufion 
irom the authorities of former phyficians, 
from particular fa6ls appealed to, and 
from arguments^ which I need not re- 
peat*. 



in which the paffions of the mind contribute to ve^(^r^ 

In Ub. tk Thertaca. 

* {f Fienjos be^of thi« opimoa, whence is it that I find 
^m qupt^ ^ th|B ia|e 3iibop of Litch6eld, as follows. 
.•' It is a poj^pl^fO^ Pf Fienws, which he fuppart8.»ith feve- 
<* ral reafoas, that ^he fan^ or im^ginatton cannot of itfelf, 
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But the efficacy c^ impreflloiis ma(k en 
the tnindi iBreftoring btalth to the body, 
istio whei'^imore copioufly iiiGfted upon, 
than by Pttfdinus, MKMfaer emineDt aiad 
more modem phyfidan^ in hit Oifirrvatf^ 
tmes Fhjifica Medic^e f In tlmt work ve 
meet with fevertl rdfttkms of cures efie& 

*' cute fetny dfieafes^wot even fock as «r« plain and fimpk, 
^ fucb as Ihf b^p or dropfy, which he inilances m.^' S«e 
Stnalhroke's Vindication of the ^Miracles of Jefus, vol. L 
p. 22«. Wheh I read his lofdfhrp*s book, whfch wa$ long 
before I liad 0vdr »eft with F^^qiM, I <x>H6lti<ldl f rotn the 
4bova fpecimfeiii anfi the mannel'of its being applied, tha^ 
f ienus denied (^at tl^ imagjnation was of any efficacy h\ 
curing difeaf^. But I find, from perufing the book itfelf, 
that no author op the fMbjet^l, attributed more to it than he 
does. — When he aiferts, therefore, which he does in hi| 
38th conclufion, p. 17I9 that the fancy cannot of Itfelf, per 
Jbf curfe dii4*afe^ ke means o^ly ip affirm (16t his book 
abounds with fchool -dr^^rftdmhs) that it is oYily a remote 
can^ of c«ir«f. For in bi» 9^ ^onduflon he tays it down 
as follows—**' Phanta^af«9» «kemt St tmVMUt^t Corpora, 
V aiediimte motu hl^morUm & fpirituum — ex quo notan. 
*' dum Phantafiam efle canftBo yfdde remotam ^ per acci* 
*^ detas," p. 154. F!emis> therefofe, by alTerttng thitt the 
pafQons of the i\mikI fan fel tiM blond and Ipirits i^ motion 
>dteits «11 tb*t I afllrtn ; fol* no one ewer Imaginisd that the 
bare fsncy, of itfef^ «ttd w'lthoitf^affiSng on its proper in^r^« 
mcnts, could cure difeafbs. 
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0A in tKifi fttftftner. According to dns au- 
th&r, fevers^ agues, gouts, have been got 
jthe better of by exciting terror ox fur- 
prhse in the mind of the patients. And, 
what 16 ftiil more ejctraordinary, he meorr 
tions the cafe of a phyfician at Hamburgk 
cwed, by this caufe, of a nipture ♦. And 

, « Eft nonottllorpm ea^condkioy ut ab animi effedlibm 

inagisquam ullaali^re commoveantury ai^o (katim inefier- 

vefc^ntiam jlknguine, aut plan{ eompofito ; utr^rnqne aatem 

terror! 'propmm fi<l^tiir, vft T\emj^ ittm ^ metum parti» 

cipi^ Qui^qMl^l dmvom id 4^1^ vth^tueuM ejuimodi a&do« 

mtitat, in totuni> fpij^ituum crafm, qui mutatSi etiam fan* 

guini noyum induci habit^m necefie eft.— rFebres plurrrotti 

quas remednt vulgatis fruflra foUcitafi vidimus, terror non«- 

^anquam (kiia¥ent.*r-QaaTt^nas c^iam, qim credat, titut 

lentas 6c pituofas Mres^ terrore profligari Tidimus-r-Piifli* 

inum virum cum cpartan^ diu conQi<6iatum, ^ bine, Amfte* 

Jodamum, teifdentem, yehiculi cafus^ humerique luxatio a 

febre libe^vity tetrore^ ba»d dubl^, cpa&n languitiis «ver* 

(ente. — Quam vero fepe ^tiarn Artbriddem terror, metu 

petroiftus fanayJt f— Sed majiis eft. folida ipfa tefrore uti 

labefadari, it^a Be reiftitm in integrum* ^edicum ego-olitn 

pofvi Hamburg! — ^Hic inier camera, qaibus adfligebatur 

fn^la, etram bertii) )abor0bat plurium annortim camosd ; 

^wz ipfam atrqaot m€»i(ibus ante mortem terror pereora* 

?it, retrafto, ad improvlfitra Tmacium, in iflguma tumore, 

j^ poftea ampliusy res mira, r rfo. r . 

PecWin,Obf. Phyrieo*Medrc« Hamb, l6§^. 
p. 453 and 454, 
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if terror can perform fuck cures, fo ^(o 
does he give us inftances of fimilar eOefU 
produced by joy.- Two cales, of a gout^ 
and of an inveterate ague and jaundice, 
lie relates as what he was witnefs of; him? 
ielf, where heakh was reftored to both pa? 
tieats (after every ufual reisiedy had bpCQ 
4ried in vain) by the joy they felt on hear? 
ing good mews. He alfo mentions the 
/Cure of ConringiuSf the famous Jufpuili- 
iijl^ on the authority of his fon-in-law Dr^ 
SchelhameTj who affured him that Connn^ 
put labouring under an ague^ was cured, 
without the help of ipedicimes, iand merely 
by the joy he felt from a cotiverfatfoi) 
with the learned Meibomius *. 

* V«(ii**»ub1 oblttii confutatus nt^ociuia Titium ^ Ppd^r 
grsEi do}oril^u&».quos graves pertulerjt, m^aoiei^p liberaveriti 
fc fui meiiibroru|pq<i0 ppieniegi fecmt. Jaiq alii .ex l^r« 
tjani laborami djiuturn^ Idericifque fyipptQiQatibjiis comir 
«al4, cum pod plu|9U|B anffpriyn Uenlp conji^gipm/itd terr 
^ias acc«fli(rex ni^ptias fcxagenarip >ic]|i«s, a nu^io na|i e:|^ 
juvenculicoDjuge^Ui coQiceptji^m gaj^diuipy (n^in nidil bacr 
tenuB prufeci^e^ijt ^en^dia, I^U;^ febrim ejqfqujB fobolen^ 
I^rum, feliciter profligaiTe fit ipfe tedis fum.— Conringiungi 
,%tiaT» 9Uro| i^^compaqibilem viryai; 6i w^viMiSir^rof^ ejj^ 
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After what has be$p offered, then, xa^ 
^is head, you cannot, I think, be ft> 
incredulous as to doubt tha)t difeafes, of 
the moftobftihate kind, may be, and have 
been, cured, at lead alleviated, without 
Jthe appHcatipn of the ordinary remedies, 
tmt, merely by the operations of paffion^ 
ipxcited, or impreffions made, on the min^ 
pf the fick perfpn, 

If, therefore, I c^n now fatisfy yojj| 
ihat the above general refleftions are ap- 
plicable to the particular cafe? of thpfe 
jvho received benefit by praying at the 
Af^y Boris's tomb, and that they hadtheip 
minds properly 4ifpo(ed, by fuch imprep 
0ons made on thein — ^I think I (hall have 
fufficiently eftablHhed thq triith of my 
proppjpition, that the fa6l$ attributed tg 
ihc miraculous interceffion of the ^1^4 

tertian^ sgrotentero, fion remedjorum apparatus, fe4 
coDcep^um ex laagni Meibomii ferinonib^s g^udipm unip^ 
reflitpit, quod e^ iDfigiiis cpqs gene^*, V. Q. Sc)ielh%iper| 
pre habeo. 

Pechlin, Ob. P. 466, 4?7 
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dtMcon^ were brought sdKiut hy natural 
caufei. 

The firft and moft obvkms lefieftion 
h this, that the diCea^ were of fueh 
a nature as could be overcome by the 
a£iioa of the jmniA on the body. From 
the inftances juft quoted, we may ob/erve 
ths^t gouts, palfies, fevers of all kinds, and 
even ruptures, have been thus cured: 
And that^ w g^ieral, all difeafes^ arifing 
from obftru&ions and other disorders in 
the blood and fpirits, may be thus relieved, 
Kow it is obvi<nis from the accou&t we 
tiave given of the cures attributed to the 
\4M^ Paris, particularly of thofe where 
the change wrought on the health was 
fudden, vifible, and made at the tomb ^ 
(which are the only ones to the purpofe) 
that ihey were of a fimilar natme; and, 

* CJowronneau, Sergeant and Hardoum were paralytic ; 
^d^hibanH atid Da Cfaefne's diforders arofe from ob« 
ttmflions whiehpul ontbe f^mpteme both of the palfy txki 
dropfy. 
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thwftfort, cooW be brought about hy 
fimilar caufes. 

It « a^ib to be obfefved, that th6 cures 
ia qucftion, were f)etfonned on perlcwit 
trhoTe minds were neither un<fer any na» 
tural^ Aor tttider any accidental incapa- 
dty, <^ afiefting the habit of the body. 
They were all gitown up to Inch a matu- 
rity of age, that impreffions of every kmd 
vere capable of bdng ma(ft on their 
xbinds. 

But though it appears from this« that 
the cures performed at the tomb of our 
Abbe might poffiMy have been cffefted 
by impreffions made and paffion& excited 
in the mH!Kd, y^, that there may Aot re- 
ptiain the leaft doubt that they ought to 
be attr%«ted to this caufe, I fhall nov 
{>roceed to obfcrve that the fuppHcantJ 
who received any benefit, oBiiaJfy had 
dieir minds fo prepared and difpofed, and 
fiich paflions excited in them, as wer^ 
likely to have ah efife^l on the habit of 
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ih6 bpdy, arid relieve thcfm under thtit 
diftrefs. 

Whaf, thdn, was tjiis aSeflibo of the 
miiid^ and of what kind were thofe imr. 
preflions, under the influence of whic,h 
the fupplicants in St. Medard's church- 
yard were, at the time when they received 
felief ? — ^An enthufiaftic perfuafion, of thp 
efficacy of the means they made ufe of; 
an unfhakev confidence of fuccefs, and. a 
vaft expeftation that they were to be 
6ured by the interceflion of the faint 
they prayed to. 

That the patients who received benefit 
at our Abbe's tomb, were aflually under 
the influence of fuch a difpofition of mind,^ 
is not to be doubted. For we cannot con- 
ceive that a higher inflance pf veneration 
C^n be affigned, than the ofFering up oT 
prayers ; and they who came to the tomb, 
for the exprefe purpofe of demanding the 
interceflion of our faint, certainly came 
fO it prepofTeiTed with ati high opinion of 
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fcis fanftity, and firm belief of his power^ 
^— .Their minds therefore being thus heated 
and inflamed, and every faculty of their 
fouls burning with the raptures of devout 
joy» and. enthufialiic confidence, muft h 
not appear far from being impo(fiblp| 
jifter the inftapces wehaye.aflpyjned above« 
that ix> fome ciJes^ a change might be 
wrought on the habit of the body ? Thg 
pafCons and impreJQSons which fM-omptcd 
jhem- to apply to the Abbe ia.pray^, arg 
not unfimilar to thpfe which could con? 
vert a letter and a fong into a i]pcdicin« 
furative of PtVr^z/^'s palfy, and the com 
yerfation of Meibomius into an effe^Nd) 
remedy for the ague of Conringiyj, ^ 

That the eager confidenice ,of .the |>9^ 
^nt in the (kill of his phyfician, ^nd thf 
firm expeftation of relief ^y ;his me?.n^ 
have fometimes a wonderful efficacy ia 
reftoring health, is a. point not to b? 
d<?ubted of. pienus already quoted, jje- 
fides corroborating this opinion by th^^ 
authority of Galen and x)th^s, telk uj 
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ttiat, itt general, alf phyficians fabfcrib^i 
to it; and he gives txs feViral iftfianccs of 
ctireii brought abotit by the tifc otthtAti^i 
in thcfmfdves of no effidacyi if ftOt ridicti^ 
lou5> liay which to all appearance trcrtf 
hurtful, but which the ftrotig defite and 
confidence of the patients endowed vrith 
a fanative virtue** PechHn alfb is very 
full, to the feme purpofe. In his opinion^ 
vaft is the power of the mind in determi* 
ning the operation and dBBcacy of medi- 
cines. It will, according to himi not only 
dirainifli or increale their ufua! cfifefts^ 
but atfo change them to a manner of ope- 
ration direftly contrary ; and communi- 
cate a healing quality to the moft inade* 
quate means, even to a bread pill difguifed 
9$ a medicine, and fwallowed with a vaft 
confidence in the flcill of the perfon who 
•dmiriifteirs it+. 

De Viribiis ImftgiinUiottiSi p. Idjl^-^l70» 

4 Adeo in peme<Korum eife^Ibcrs iho^erftiidts, tafiattiftP 
4ftkB milhunl^[}«o^iie Imiigi^cioii^ii polfie, e^pedftietttiir (6^. 
4ici t ikmc dimat ftii^c^t^ v^nq tifiMokf, u\mfi\hth9^ ^X^ 
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If theti^ in the judgment bf phyfiekmSi 
ih^ confidenc* of the patient^ can gife 
efficacy to remedies in themfelves iniuf* 
iicient^ why Ihcmid it be tliought at all 
more extraordinary that a ftrong confi- 
dence and expeflation of relief, ftiould 
t>perate in fuch a manner upon ibme of 
the fupplicants of the AlAi Paris, who 
may be eonfidered a$ their phyflcian, as 
in fome few Cafes^ to give a medicinal and 
healing virtue, to their proftr^^iods and 
prayers at his tomb, and to convert the 
holy earth applied externally, or drank, 
mbced with water, into an efficacious its 
medy? 

What lias been already offer^ed certainly 
watTdfUs us to account for die cunes 
now before us, m this manner. Howe wr, 
to inake our conclufioo fiill m^pe induiui- 

ati^ue aHo oonyeriit inedic.iMniiiam €ffiaacitM9**r-Q^r^i 
meiUcatmnum facmltates ab 4maginatip;ie a4 iU^ts.e^fly^ 
deteriQinari quern quifqiMi iibj animo, certQ eo, atque ot>* 
ftinato, finglt, 4tc. &c* 
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table, fuflPer me now to bbferve, that front 
the accounts which we have, of the cir- 
/cumftances attending the prayers of thofc 
who received relief at the tomb of the 
Abbe Paris^ we are certain that the enthu- 
Jiajiic confidence with which their minds 
were impreffed, aBually did afFeft their bor 
dies in fuch a manner, as to become ^ 
caufe, the operation of which had ^ vifible 
tendency, and remarkable efficacy, to 
work a favourable change on their health. 

That erUhufiafm fhould warm its vota* 
-ries to a holy madnefs, and excite the 
wildeft tranfports and agitations through- 
out their whole frame, is an effeft which 
in a country fo fruitful of this produftion 
asisours (though enthufiAfm be the pro*- 
^u£l of every foil and of every religion) 
inuft texonfiftent with the expedience of 
many. I myfelf, have feen the finging of 
pfalms have fo violent an effeft on an en» 
thufiaftic devoti&e, that, being heated to a 
frenzy, (he trembled with agony, in 4 
manner foamed at the mouth, and uttered 
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fueh hideous cries that It became neceffary 
to gag her, and carry her out of the pub- 
lic aflembly where tlus bippened *. But 
fuch ^j^anmmena axe, I. helievc, iextreiiiely 
common in the tabernacles of the fanatic 
Methodtfis^r, as they have been, before, 
among(i their predecc^ors ^ French 

* This was fU Ghent in FUadeii during the winter of 
1744, in one of the places afljgned to the Britilh troops (wl|o 
then compofcd the garrifon of that city) for their public 
wof ftip* The poor woinan, wife of a foldier belonging to 
Xhm Welch Fufileers, caipe next morning to me (as I had 
hecii the chaplain who then officiated) adding pardon fpr 
haying been the pccaiioii of interrupting the fervice of the 
diarchy by her tranfports, and albribing what had happefi- 
ed to her» to a divine impulfe^ 

t The journals and other works of Wefley and Whitfield 
iurni^ an inconoeiFable number of moft curious inftanees 
of this kind, amoagft Jheir miQed follov^^r^ Bnt as the 
frritings of thefe gentlemen, already altpoft as mych foi^t 
as if they had never been publiihed, may be difficult to be 
met withy the reader will have full iatisfo^'on, by confulc- 
ing that ei^cellent treatife, The Mntiu^m of Metkodifii a»d 
Papfjts compared ; in which the folly and abfurdityx>f l^e* 
tlipdlim are fo clearly pointed out, that it is amazing fo 
m^ny, who wduld neither be thought deficient in fenfe, nor 
mifiaken tn dieir nptions of religion, (hovAd dill continuf 
andar fhi's ^t$t of Aiperilitioys enchantment. 

^2 
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prophets : and fuch trera the uAat fj^ffta^ 
.ciss {annStnoA^ to tfaer puUk, -for fevettd 
mdnths, in tfae> ckuroh-^atd tff ^^ Mukrd, 
and particuiarlyi b^ diofc very perf&iit 
wiiofecut6saieboiABdo£ ' 

The p^Kidti^ df the toind, sis ¥n6 hkve 
obferved, operate on the body, folely, by 
cotnmunkatitig ceitaih motbns to the 
blood and fpirits. And hence it is that 
tius caufe has fo few (Iriking efie£b, as it 
cah aft only by the inttrvention of ittftfu* 
inents, over which its power, in moft 
cafes, is very limited. But when thele in<» 
{Iruments obey, when the pi^ons ai^ ini<> 
preffions made on the mind can excite 
fuch a ferment throughcHit the whole 
frame of the body, as was ufual amongft 
the fupplicants of the Ab6i Parisj then 
may we pronounce with a certainty, that, 
in fudi circumftances, if ever in any, im^ 
j^effions made on the itiitid will be able to 
work a change on the health. For in this 
cafe^ we are certain, that the nervous 
fyftem is ftrongly afted upOfi,^ and that 
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fx«Q) wi violent motk>4s «re coramuiii^^ 
c^tttdto thf fliuicU: ^nd ;t is obvjk)ufly a 
cpQcItffiiOB vhwh common Tenfe will die- 

whatever can have this eSe^i m^ft have 
a natural tendency to give relief in a va- 
riety pf difei^ vrhcle icauie ;nay he traced 
frppi Q\)^xv^ons^ and other diforder$ in 
the ftagnatiog fluids and iqaiSiive nerves^ 

U « 0n #u9 pi^oftiple ^t pbyfician* 
account for a palfy being cured, by an at- 
t^pj: pf A jfeyer ;^ i^ftances pf >^hich aw to 
be ntt with in their praQice* For m tfai^ 
caufe of a petlfy is an impeded influx of 
1^ fpirits, tiiat fill the nerves^ into the 
fliii&ks*; or of the arteripMs blood into ita 
velfcls, it is not to be wondered at, t!hat 
the accelerated motions communicated to 
ihfi jfpirits .and Wood by ,a fev^Tj iCbould, 
fometknes, ht able to remove another dif-- 
c^tfe wbich ha,d arifen lron;i pbftru^ions of 
th«?i- Af4 if a paralyt^:.4UlQrdQr ^ay 
lie cured in this iiuin{M%^alidhiert beany 
rwfon for refufing the fame efficacy to the 
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Convullions And agitatiofts of Setgeant^ 
CvuromeaUj and Hdrdoum ; i^ fuch agita* 
tibns necefiatily fuppofe that the velocity 
of the fluids of their bodies was greatly ac^ 
eelerated?*/ ^ - 

Again i aS one df the curative indita- 
Cations of a dropiy is an evacuation of the 
water by perfpiratidh,ahd AS the inedicincs 
adminiflered by the phyfician aim to pro- 
duce this eife£l{ need we be fiirprizecl 

* ^ ^iohtgeir6n, ih defcribiilg the drcumiUitces of tbe cures 
of hit paralytic miratfileg, teUs m of their nerrei beiogfeeni 
by the (pedaton, to vibrate under the iluu» nay heard to 
crack, with the violeiice of. the notioDS cbmmunic^ted to 
them. — Motiotis which, of courfe, wbtild eXcite fuch afer* 
ment iti the fliiidsi as ihight eafily remove thofe obHruflioiii 
which occaiioiied iheir ^Ueafe^ Had the Mfethodid w^ttuuH 
wfaofe jtranfports I was a fpedator of, kboured under a like 
compiaint, the violent motions communicated to her nerveSf 
mighl probably have given her relief. And had ^s h^^- 
pened,;|ier friends the Methodifts would/ no doubt>.j|ave 
boafted of this as a miraculous (rare, and with as much-tea- 
fon as the votaries of the Abbi Paris did, in afcrlbing to his - 
iilterpofitioQ,* the relief received] by fome of his fuppflcants, 
which we fen can he ib caQly accounted for in 4 tiAturai 
way. ./ "' '"' ' '-- . . - . ;' 
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that fhe dropfical fwellings of 7)iiAai///'and 
Du Ch0u Ihoulddecreafe, when we learn 
from the certificates wliich are preferved 
by^ Monfg€ron, that the fweat run from 
them^ at the tomb^ and after they return* 
ed ho{ne> in vaft quantities? And what 
could be more likely to excite fuch copi- 
ous perfpiration, than the enthufiaftic 
tranfport with which they prayed, and the 
convulfive llruggles which (hook their 
ivhole frame? 

Upon the whole then of this argument* 
— *As it appears that none of the cures af- 
cribed to the miraculous interceffion of the 
ji^ii Parisj can be pronounced beyond 
the reach of natural caufes ; as I have 
afligned^ from hiftorians and phyficians» 
inconteftable inftances of changes wrought 
on the habit of the body, by the operation 
of impreflions madet)n the mind— changes 
as remarkable and uncommon as any of 
thofe wrought on Mantgtron's fuppofed 
mracuUs: A&f fardier, I have pointed 
out the particMl^ir irapreflion which wa$ 
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tnftdft OD the Aiflds Of thtk pttfot^i viz. 
M enthttfiaftic cottfideaee iti the d&ctcy 
of praying to the (amt : And as, ta^y^ we 
have r«m that thi» ita^fion a6t\uyiy ex- 
cited ttanrpom, ectaciesaud convulficms, 
wluch had a natUfal leddebey to temoye 
obAni^ions in the flaids, atidtx>d'eqae«it<- 
]y to give relief under difet^es jffifin|; fttm 
diiicatife; ftotti aA tbefe confi^eritioni, 
I think we may itifer unexc^ptionably, 
that natural caufes have been pointed out 
adequate to the produ^ion of the h6ts, 
whidi the dcdutous admiicrs i;^ tiR MU 
J^dtrif afcribcd to hb nmactilDii^ ittier^ 

fittOA*. 



*1 tintiot|iretetid 16 «^c1lid« Hie iii|)eHitioli ef otWua-" 
fUFftl c^nfts, l)efi(iet that which } have ioUted oporK tn 
fooM cafes, perhaps, peripiratioD$» which jnigjbt give relief 
were<excited iner^y hy Ae great beat lo which the fick per* 
fotts wef6-tti|)6fe^,'by 'M^^ ^rdtittded by vkft ctoui o/' 
fpt4MiaM«herifldili,.ift.k1«ii^(b«M»^^^^^^ S^lhls«Mii* 
Die the. Archhiihop. a£ $eiia^ accOaata ittt the ««s» ofope 
Maiy Magdalen Maifuroi^, a paralytic fupplicant. — In^no* 
tM^r caih, Un €ftbtitxi^it*to kneel ^as fuft'cient to cure a 
]ahUMI«ft iiiflhe lAM o0on« m>. |e t]aAAe,'Whe going to 
the lomb Uib bk fick Hi^ whan tik hint cenld not ctn?e, 
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HowevMv for yonr fynhfr conviftiot^l 
(iedfer tm «t> KKlk^ two or three oMerv^r 
||«^s ifhIjBb vHli M liirength to my cqu- 
fdufioftfthdl tlwre^vas nebbing fopenuir 
tuniUn t|it fik^ tic^w before us. 

¥H&y th«n^ it y certiw) from Mfft^gf 
r««% bpok that die cures pet^med in St. 
Mtdants churcfa>yard, were not fo plc^dy 
poiiBe!6leii with application to the bleflecf 
^euGfm, as tQ e^dvde the opera^n an^ 
imerventipn pf adequate natiiral caufe^. 
Had por Ahbi's iuppiicaiits never appliet^ 
^0 Um but cniee ; awl had every one, who 

retarned b^me freed from « lamenefs with which he ha^ 
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dttl apply^^ rectiyfcd: t)enefii; the very in-i 
fiant of his^ application] ^ remarkable 
conGurrenqe of tin?' pjfaye^s^ afvi of the 
cure* might perhaps hj^vet favoured the 
opinion that the perfon prayed tO| ittter* 
pofed. But the reverfe of this is the cafe* 
Tor repeated applications to the faint wttre 
inade by thofe whofe curte are alle^.a» 
inftances of his miraculous interceifion ; 
and not only days, but wepks, nay months 
intervened between the firft applicatbn, 
and the relief received : which circumftam 
?es have but a very unfftvoorable afpe£l, 
when we compare them with the fuppofi- 
tion that the faint contributed any thing tQ 
this relief ^^ 

♦ Don Alphonfo began his Deqvuinc to the Abb^ on tbe 
e^tb of June, and was not cured till the 2d of July. Thi* 
fcaoh commenced a fupplicant oh the 11th of July, and 
tfiottgh fhe received great benefit at the tomb on the ipth, 
yet her legs continued fwelled till the 28tb. Couronncatt 
had been a long while a patient of our faini To early a^ 

tfit 26th of March we find her at the toi it without 

firccefs ; q fecond experiment in April was y ineffedl- 

iiaT, and it was not till tbe 15th of Jane tl j received 

benefit. Du Chefnc began a ueuvaine iu June, without 
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^^ \t it bt *lleged^that the cures of Ibme 
of thfif rapp%ctBts<;on^panded (b cxsuRiy' 
witbafi appiicadon to our jfA^, although 

unreafonable to look about for the inter- 
-vention of any natural caufes :-^ln anfwer 
to thb kt me obferve, that though a fuiL 
ckm^diange was wrought on fomeof the 
patients^ ^luring thm devotions at the 
tomb i yet» before there can beany reafon 
for affigmng the interceflion of the M^ 
as the caufe of this^ we mud be ceitda 
that no cau(cs, natundly adequate to pro« 
duce this change^ intervened between the 
time of their being brou^t tothetonjlb^ 

«ffed, Wfki Myiog (riedi^iQtheir^ wbkk hegut on ike ISA «C 
Juljf was not durtd fill Ike. 21fi. Seqgeaiit begao iiiAappB- 
catioQ, July the 8th, and was xrbt cured till the lach^ aod 
even not then, coqipletety, for his paralytic arm and leg did 
not Ttcamtrjhtkr 4efh tiH t^n days after. Peter Gaulier* 
was a lon^ tjme an unAiccefsfuI -patient, living ukd four 
neuvaines* Lpuifa Coiriii's cure lyas gradual throng the 
months of Auguft and September. Ahd, li^Iy, Louifa 
Hardouin, wbo was cuted oil the 2d of Augiift, had beeii^ 
4ii;e^6g her prayers to the Abb^ for fuxne daj-s beSm 
. Allthefe fai^are furniflicd'Us by Montgeron^ 
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and the ioftftut when the dumgt ursatX- 
fe£lecL £ttt fi> far are vr from b<&% 
certain of tkis* that, on the eontnuTV I 
have {xmitttd oat the parikniar^de that 
didintervene^-^'viz. Violent motSops conit- 
nmnicated to ihekfymu tndlikxMl* fa^r 
the agitations and icaafporls .to idkich tlu) 
fiippUcants were wroa|^ up by their eai' 
4nifia£Lic dero^on. Hovreverfiu^dcathe 
idttBge wrought upon their lu»Hh mm, 
litiffideflt tiioe was ftill^ left £[>r the open» 
xioaof iiat. ctkulkt vhich I have aAgacd as 
ikes cat^mvUeh, incM# iidoptnti^i 

Another circomftance, which exdtidei 
9 fypernatural interpofition from having 
stof (hcire in the cures attnhnted U> &ie 
Abii Parii, is this, that piofl;, if not all of 
theiB, were far from betng complete. 
Tins was remarkably the C9ik of Tkf6t$uA» 
Tor not to mention that her weaknefi, 
after the decreafe of her drop0cai fwelU 
ings, was Jo great as to coi^ne her la her 
hed, for feveral days, it appears aUafrotor 
aie^t^rdTMr, Sifyti, firftphyBcian to the 
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Duke tX Orliam, that after all the benefit 
ihe ixiafted «Q have receive^ (he <MMi* 
nued deprived of the ufe of two of her 

lie. cQlild Bot lo(^ upcm herias one that 
Ittd hetB curcd.f •i-^-fiut we have the moft 
lomaxkable.ihftim^^af' ati imper&d cure 
miAit<^v&oiBoi^^MpbimJbi . Thisyocni^ 
gentlemati hadi loft oneeyecotis^^ aiid 
^rasoniy tJancacemd wthr jdi&Jb&.of.aihe 
4Qthef « What tJKu was the :aire, iaid to 
ifelwrcHiight? Did the loft eye recdrer its 
ffig^?. No ludf tStivngj it fiill renmined 
dark^ aiifir th( hoiefit .wai ^confioed to a 
removal of the inflammation feom the 
other eye. A cure left thus imperfeti". 



xciic A HI DuuK connne eisnc guerie* 

N* 29 of the Certificatei of Thibftulf s c»rf , 
ip Montgeron. 
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$c6t ntituralty points out a failurex^ peia^ 
crio the cai^ which brou|^t jt kbout^ . 

Again; if we confider that^ id fome of 
the cafes, the relief received was only iim^ 
j^ojy, this, wiiich coftld^not but happe^^ 
if ibt caofe I have affi^d really operas 
ted, is inconfiftent witb the fiippofitioii 
thatCfassipotenireimarpc^xL That there 
were rebpifes into aH the former fymptcnm 
IS a h& as^notorious and inconteftaUe as 
it b that any relief was ever received ac 
alt, and which, were it nece(&ry, coqld 
be confirmed by dcicfndintt to particnlar 
xnltames^* 



. * Th» tiip]i6Qeil in flie Ck(e of D6n Atpbonfb« Tie 
Arckbiihop of Sens ia his InJUuSian pqfiofBUf produ^ 
letters and certificatet fipom Madrid» (for which place the 
young nan fet out, foon whm his cure) in which the return 
of the inflammation in hfs eye h aflSrmed* Qne iett^ U^. 
this purpofe from Don Francis Xavier de Ximenes^ dated 
December the 4th» 17^ I > fays tha^ the miracfe was treated 
«» a chimera at Madrid, and that the cure of the young 
^ntleman arofo pai'tly from the medicines he had ufed, aqd 
partly from his having intermitted his ftudies, but that tha 
cuYc w^s notiafting^ tt^e diforder returning whenever he re-^ 
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The pretenfions of ^ the cares, in qurf* 
don, to be miraculous, will be ftill farther 
invalidated, if we confider that thfc nunv 
foer of unfuccefsful votaries to our faint 
vailly exceeded the number of thofirwho 
received any bene^tv Thk i /menuon as 
an indifpnted h&, a fad adcnowledged 
even by the admirers of the hiejbd deacon, 
and which^ 1^ it been attended to, ac it 
ought, would have of itfeif undeceived 
every one, as to the pretended miracu- 
lous nature dF any of the cures. 

That out of thoufands of fanciful, en- 
thufiaftic fupplicants (and that they were 
thus numerous cannot be denied) fome 

fumed his books. Bht this is Dot all. The Ardibifliop Qf 
Paris, in the ordoonance addreifed to his diocefe) doled No- 
vember the 8th, 1735, publiftied a certificate figned by Dun 
AlphoQfo himfelfon the 5th of November, 1734, in which 
he reprefents his own care as very iinperfe^ and attribui^i) 
what little relief he had received, to a remedy which an 
oculiil had applied to his eye, three or four titles, the day 
precedinjg his going to the tomU Tp this, the Archbiftjop 
adds two other certificates, one of thero fioned by D^n 
A)phpnfo*s uncle, to the fame effed. 
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fev; by nieatt of tlie agiuiioiw tot^cfa 
^cy vrere wrou^ up» flioald recdve 
feme benefit in cteitain difirafc^, we fwy 
account for> and I hope ^ve accounted 
lbr» m a natnml way, Bot tf we have re* 
conHcto a ndraeulous mUrpQfilion as die 
cauTe Uiat d3ed» that far the greater nuii^ 
ber of (uppikahts fhould recetvt no bene^ 
fit» will be a difficulty not el^fily to be 
folved* It Will be o^taral iR>r one to 
rcafon with hitnlelf ; ivby> of fuch inultir 
tudes, who had recourfe to the Aibt iV 
risy has God aflifted fo few ? If^ as his ad- 
xnirens pretend^ the miracles were defign- 
ed to convince the world that the Alkt 
had died in a ilate of favour with Gk)d» 
and confequently that the appellants 
from the bull unigenitta had been er- 
roneoufly condemned, did not this reafon 
hold good to the cure of every one 
who fhould a(k it through his inter- 
ceffion ? And did it not hold good alfo 
to the cure of all manner of difeafes, even 
thofe impoflible to be cured by natural 
means ? Had any fuch cures been per* 
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fbiKied, that a fu^emataral VMk iMer. 
pofed^ jcottid mst ha^t bceti denied. But 
it is notorious that the rev«fe'*ms tn», 
fo that 1 fee not hoMrlfcc drfetiders of Ihe 
fnimcciloras mxare of the fa^ before w, 
1SBU1 evade the Force of the oib)ei£U(NiB 
above hinted at *• 

"(» Of «U die luppliGSOts to ovr tmwiy the A^fi tfe Be/che- 

ran was perhaps the moft generally Utkeii notice oU at thtt 

time, over all Paris, as he certainly was the mofl conilant 

in his devotions atid Ugitatious. t'his gentlem^Vs heft leg 

"Mas aJbout >IUie or fix mdtkt$ (koiter IbaM his ri|^t -ene ; aid 

fall of confiilente that tin •bWffi^ Deacon's poww could 

lengthen it to its f roper meagre, he continued ^is prayers 

at tlie tonirb, about fix montlis% During this Ivhole tiraey 

lie 'kad Ws ^g ffteafured every day, aad idaily reports of its 

4eiiglhemng, ^weve f repag^ed. fiat ales 1 iwhen ihe Itmb 

vras (hut up, be was ilill lame^ and is, at prelbnt (if he ht 

not dead within thefe three or four years) known at Paris, 

by the name of the* limping Abbe, VAbbi boiteux. The 

i^bbeiiad made bimfelf fo well known, that the bad fuccets 

•of Ms appUcadon great)y Oiftr^fied the friends ef'our faint; 

however they were not wit»hout tm antwer, Whidh <hey 

Ihoug^ f ufficient. They granted, itidefcd, what ffvery body 

v^w, that the Abbe W\ continued hirae, but if we ivtmW 

i)dieve them, he was not fb lame as he 'faftd beten, fot that, 

-during his fix months attendawce at the toml), the &ort leg 

liad grown Tomewhat longer, and fliat it was likely it AtouW, 

by degrees, hare groMrn to the length of the othct, bad not 

O 
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And now. Sir, I flatter rayfelf, thatthU 
long, prolix, though neceflary examina- 
tion into the fa6ls afcribed to the fuper- 
natural interpofition of the Abbi Paris^ has 
been of fome weight in inducing you to 
admit that every thing happened in a na- 
tural way. 

However, as familiar examples are 
more convincing than the flirewdeft rea- 
fons ; that the feeming infuflBciency of 
the caufe to which I have afcribed thefe 
cures, may not incline you ftill to doubts 
. and fufpicions, it will not be foreign to my 
purpofe, and, at the fame time, it cannot 
but be entertaining, to i;nention one or 
twQ inftances of cures equally extraordk 

the civil magiftrate interrupted the operation of the mira- 
cle, by walling up the tomb. — In ridicule of this pretenfioOi 
I have feen a wbirof^cal calculation of the time which the 
Ahb/ de Bcfckeran's complete cure would have taken up. 
Reckoning the Hioft leg to have lengthened the 24th part of 
i^n inch in fix months, if it had continued to lengthen in 
the fame proportion, be mud have perfevered in leaping 
upon the tomb for feventy-two years, before he could have 
obtfuned the whole dcrficiency of fix inches. , 
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nary with thofe performed at the tomb of 
the blefled deacon, and which, though 
the means immediately connefted with 
them were, to common apprehenfion, in- 
fufficient to bring them about, are, not- 
withftanding, looked upon by every body 
as effefts that may be, nay, mii/i be ac- 
counted for, without calling in the agency 
of any fupernatural power. 

And, firft, let us confider the cures of 
fcrophuhus diforders by the royal touch. 
This difeafe is one of the moft defperate 
that the human body is fubjeft to, and in 
moft, if not in all cafes, eludes the power 
of medicine^ Now, that a touch accom- 
panied with prayers, and the hanging of a 
medal about the neck, fhould cure this 
difeafe, is as ftrange and unaccountable, as 
that proftration on the tomb of the Abbi 
Paris, ftiould cure a paralytic or dropfical 
diforder. What then will you fay in this 
cafe? Will you deny the fa6ls? — This 
cannot be done without refifting evidence 
far from being contemptible. The kings 
o 2 
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xA Enghird, ftw fever^i hundreds 6f yeats, 
a!6l«ally exaicifed their tdach. Is it, diere- 
fbrei, tdbefifftagintd, tf too cures had been 
obferved to follow % %hAt hh opitiidtt of 
its efficacy oouM hive beett'entertAiHed fbf 
liidi a kfngth dSf titoe? TIhS yoti Xvitt 
own to be, fet teaft, iittp"h&ibaHe. liwt th&l 
canes^ ift foftue 'cafes, IbMowcd liptjii the 
touch, we haw the fame teJiIbts for t>d- 
lieving, as we have for believing that it 
\vas •ever j)ut in pTaftkt; becfewlfe the 
ftme v^riters who «sett6on %hfe lilted, ttitti* 
tion alfo (die fofrter >CircumftfcSce.--I 
Aouid enlarge bey<md a9 imodefate 
bonwds were I to giv* qisottftiofis tVcurA 
<5ur oM hiftoriatts ki-tfijaifirmalioiioFthis.. 
it may be enough «o obfervte that IRrarce^ 
ly »ny of ^em who wi<ote duting a ^pctio^L 
of atteaft five hoftdi-ed yfears, have ©tnttted 
taking tioiice of thte ftTaftge faft. Ptly- 
rfdr Vtrgil who ^ublifiied his Hiftoify of 
Mtiglmd in the lime off Btnfy the VHth, 
tdi * las t&at> in his 'age, thte kings t)>f 

♦ Seltjbet ^vardtts ^tx, diymftus, folo taftuTanare fira- 
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Bn^Un4 POPtiwed to ?x?rt t\k\^ pi)Vfer ©f 
hjqajing derive^ *Q tji^ffli ^ it Y^erti hy hoi^ 
n?dUstry fight, dovfi^ fr<??i th© QftnfeffcM^ 
tbe firft who ejif^^ifsd it, A^d tJiougH 
^4^ ^<^«^^'> HI his ^nqmymA% tfu 4^4^ 
fuify (f,%4 Ej^caoy of T^uqhing fov the Curt 

^f t,]^^jf? is i^Q fufBci^i^t eYi^ence for bch 
li^ving th^lf tht tipgs of -5^/^«^ begam 
ta^^eiTfife t^i? f«pp§fed ^ft ft) early » 
tjm migti of Mdzvafd the CQi&ffi?r f < yet 

muaqs jure (juaii h^reditario ad p^QeriQ^-es r^e9 mfti^^vi^; 
nam reges Angli», etiam nunc, tadu ac quibufdam h^jmujs, 
ikon Citie cercmonHs pnu» rechatis, ftru|no(bs fanant. 

Polydor. Virgil, Lib. yiii. Hid. Angl. 1. 

♦ WiDiam of Malmfbury who (according to Mr. Bec- 
kett) lived about 80 years after the Confeffbr, is the firft 
hiftorian who afcribes miracles to him ; and from him, 
all our fiibfequent hiftorians have derived the tradition that 
Edward the Confeffor was the firft king who touched for the 
fcrophula. But the filence of Ingulphus, Edward's con- 
temporary and acquaintance, and of Marianus Scotus, and 
Florence of Worccfter who, though not contemporaries, 
werc^ however, nearer his age than Malmfbury, (hake the 
psedit of hi^ fela^on^ Apd thpijigh A\^y>^pd^v the Illd's 
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is he obliged, himfclf, to own that the 
antiquity of this claim is very high. Par- 
ticularly, he admits that Edward the Ift, 
who reigned above four hundred years 
ago, aftually did touch for the king's 
evil, nay he owns that Petrus Bkfcnjis, 
Archdeacon o^Bath, who wrote foon after 
the death of Thomas Beckett, Archbifliop 
oiCanterhury, pofitively afferts it as a faft, 
that our kings have the power of curing 
the fcrophula^ which will fix the antiquity 
of it, at leaft fo high as the reign of Henry 
the lid, and within near a century of the 
ConfefFor. — In the reign of queen Eli'za'^ 
beth, Tooker publifhed his book * on this 

after his death ; and his life, written by Ealread Abbot of 
Jli^vaulx in Yorkihire, about the year 11 64, within a cen- 
tury of hiniy mention his having performed many miracks, 
yet they are filent, as to his being veiled with a peculiar gift 
of curing any particular difeafe more than another. — ^Thefa 
Bre the authorities which Mr. Beckett has colleded, to 
provtthat the ceremony of touching for the cure of the 
king's evil cannot be traced up, as has been generally aflert* 
ed, to Edward the Confeflbr. 

* The title of this book is, Charifma, five donuro fj^nati- 
•lus.: feu explicatio totius quxHionis de mirabilium fanita- 
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Aibjefl ; and though I fliould give you a 
very bad opinion of my judgment if I 
agreed with this author in his rcafoning^ 
yet I fee no ground for refufing to admit 
his tefimony. However wild, and fuper* 
flitious his notions be with regard to the 
caufe of the cures, yet we ought not to 
pay lefe credit to his atteftation of their 
certainty. Leaving him, therefore, with 
PoJydor Virgil (and indeed all our monkifli 
hiflorians) to entertain himfelf with an 
opinion too abfurd to be refuted ferioufly 
— that the gift of curing this difeafe, by 
the touch, was veiled, as a privilege by 
Heaven, in thofe who had been lawfully 
inaugurated kings of England^ I proceed 
to confider him as a witnefs of the fafts, 
which happened in his own time, of the 
cures of perfons touched by Queen Eliza- 

turn gratis, in qua praecipue agitur de folenni & facri cui 
reges Angliae, rit6 inaugurati, divinitus medicati funt, &c. 
&€• — by William Tooker, who according to Antony Wood, 
was originally Fellow of New College, and died Dean of 
Litchfield, l620. His book bearcth date 1597, 
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kth;^' aa^tUs particular tal:es cip an csi^ 
tirecfaapMar. 

There lie informs m, that many^from 
all" parts of England, of all ranks and de- 
grees, were, to his own certain knowledge, 
Curedby the touch of die queen : diat he 
had converfed with many of them both 
before and after their departure from 
court, obferved an incredible ardour and 
confidence in them, that the touch would 
cure them, aiwi underftpod that they, ao- 
tualty, were cured* Some of diem he met 
with a confidjerable while after, and, upon 
enquiry, foupd that they had been perfeft- 
ly free from their complaint^ from the 
time of their being touched. And, not 
content with tfiefe general atteflations, he 
alfo defcendSs to particular inftances, men- 
tioning^ the names of fcveral perfons cured, 
die ptecesf of their abi?de and Qthei: cir- 
eitmftances, which leave every unprejudi?^ 
ced reader at a lofe for reafons to left^ 
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aSkvk to die fa^s* .,^W!kat lias h&» ob- 
fierved wuh rtg&id to Mr. Tooier^ may be 

rare neceflkrium baud eOR^t ipihi brevitatein confe^ttiUt ^ 
honorarium fortafI]sefret,^& fcribeudi muUieffent coa)inei»» 
tarii £x dlYcrfis rcgm ptovinciii confiax^rc, ufr ne^iff©- 
2;init morbi mcddMrn^ nsk faisUKs apbitum^ ingptmonif^ * 
t^ouiqirmQLQ]iiindiy,oiDni&.a^tfUU>fej^us9 Qi:4i.uis» pro r4tt<0 
fupplicesioidiy ex agris &,pagis, ex auinicipiis, ex hac Mdb^ 
Londino nulRs iaberibus, fumptibufve pcpercerunt ut cortc» 
€§u«-majellalefe Merent; Qs^ ego f9di> audivi^ue ^ Ib^ 
pea}ibu9 p^tflb«t9t ^ a|^ Bben^ce^, e kici^ ra^ciUmifi^ t% 
aittftr^, oqcid^Dtali,, oricBt^t^pe parte regioQW hvju» ttifiv 
lae f^qu^ntes accurrifle, ex ambabqs Acarlemis^et celebn* 
-oribtis regni proTinciis omnibus canvenifltf, quibufcutn egft 
ir^uittHis Ubenisr 3q ftndioi^ conloLetam, ante h p^ d^ 
^^^iQofmiA e^ €;uria ? V^f^n a<i^ta» iiiccedi))lleiu arduMfem^ 
(idem adipifcendae fanitatis, U reapie falutem comps^ataijA 
bene^io regio iutellexi. Quofdam iterum poftea offende- 
r^ni ititeiifogaBti an morbus r#cupreret, mgenu^ fe(i Cunt 
mibi fe pcrdHi ianiffifliosi eile ^ ilJo tempoi*^, lib9ra<o/<^ 
p^enitas a^ incotninoditate morb^d^. In mei pntri^i civita^ 
Exonii, neminem latere pclTunt qui faodie vifuntur ab oia- 
ikibu^ Joannes Capclhis honeflr civis filius, & Appilini filia, 
tnuUiab bac ftrum^. N^runt omnes ia oppido. Molton 
meridiem vcrfiis Archidiaconatus Barum, concivem fuun» 
Joi^nnem Sherlajidium qui Kodie vivit & valet, & palaoi 
proiitetur^ honoris ergo & grati animi officio f^^mper dc- 
vinftus, fe nullum levaraentum inveniffe aliud quam facra- 
lifljmarum manuum, regia^ majcftatis tadtum^ nndc fibi^ 
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jtpplied to Mr. Wifeman. For though hiS 
reafoning, with regard to the caufe of the 
cures of perfons touched by our kings, be 
equally fuperftitious with that of Tooker^ 
his atteftation as to their certainty, is uii- 
exceptionable* His office of principal 
furgeon in king Charles the Ift^s army^ 
and of ferjeaiit-furgeon to king Charles the 
lid, after the Reftoration, gave him the 
beft opportunities of information, and his 
(kill in his profeflion made him lefs liable 
to impofition. What then does he fay ? 
— *^ I myfelf (thefe are his words) have 
*• been a frequent eye-witnefs of many 
«* hundreds of cures performed by his 
*^ Majefty^s touch alone, without any af- 
•^ fiflance of chirurgery ; and thofe, many 
** of them, fuch as had tired out the en- 
«* deavours of able chirurgeons before 
*^ they came tliither. It were endlefs to 
*' recite what I myfelf have feen, and what 

defperatione frafto, falus obtigerat. Norim ego quandam 
ex familia antiquaTurbervillorum foerainaniy qu4S jam to* 
turn decennium fanata peiAUit ex illo morbo. 

Tooker, Chap, viii, P. 103, &Cr 
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^^ I have received acknowledgments of 
*' by letter, not only from the feveral 
^ parts of this nation, but alfo from 
" Ireland, Scotland^ J^xAy and Gwrn- 
''fey*y8cc:' 

But not to dwell on evidence which^ 
perhaps, may be looked upon as antiqua- 
ted, if we come down to our own times, we 
fiiall find inftanees of thefe cures attefted in 
the ftrongeft manner. I myfelf have met 
with a man who affured me, that Queen 
Annes touch, and the medal which flic 
hung abont his neck (and which I faw 
about it above twenty years after) had 
cured him, when in a moft defperate way. 
But as afingle unnamed witnefs will, per- 
haps, meet with little credit, what will you 
fay, when I name one whole atteflation 
muft be owned to be free from every fuf- 
picion ? I have in my eye the late Mr. 
DickeUf ferjeant-furgeon to Queen Anne, 
a gentleman well known for eminence in 

* See Wifeman's Chirurgical Treatifes, Vol. I. p. 387* 
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bis profeffion. That hp had opporwiiiei 
f^ knowing th^ tr^th , nfuQ; he ailowed, 
|br all who were to be touched^ werq firfl; 
c^a»ai<ied by ^ipi before they wees 
brought to heir majefly ; and he nia4&no 
fecret in bearing witnefs to the certainty 
of fcwje of die {:vffq&. Thi^ atteftatiw of 
his muft be wnfjfiient wnh the I^nowledg^ 
of many ftiU alive, gnd I relate it t;o ypi; 
pn the autbprity of a phyjkian of th* 
ilfi^ft honour apd probity, who afifur?? 
me that Mr. Difpn has declared to hiro. 
that he had, in his poifelEon gyeat numbers 
9f tet^e^-f written to hiw by perfpps of cha«- 
Taller and diftiivftion, from woft. parts of 
i;;^/a3wi!, at<efting the recovery of thw 
relations, acquaintance* and fervantj, vh9 
had comq up to l4>ndm to be touched^ 
^nd ths^liiing hun £or the trouble he had 
takt^n ; that he himfelf could, from his owrj 
knowledge, affirm* that feveral who wer^ 
touched received benefit, iujd, in partica- 
^r, h? rdated <»ie^afe which I fliaU here 
mention. A woman came to him, beg- 
ging^thathe vouldprefent her to he touch- 
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cd by tfce -quetti- As firom ficr appear- 
ance, he ted no great opinion of her tha- 
ta£iet, hfe tc^ her the touch we«M l5e of 
Kttle fervice to her, as he ftrppofed Ihe 
WDu!d fell he* medal, which mtrfttbntrnue 
abotrt the neck to inake the curehilrng* 
Sfce pitomifed to preTerve it ; was touch- 
td ; had Ae mfcdal given to her-, and foon 
frfta: her fotes healed up. Forgetting het 
pr6<nife, and trow looking Upon dre piece 
6f go!d as ufefefe, ihe dif^fcd of it ; but, 
foon after, her fores broke out once more* 
Upon this me applied to Mr. Dkken a 
^iecond time, ^eanneiUy -emreating him, to 
prdent her agaHi tb the queen. He did 
fo, and Once more ihe was cured, 

Here theft wefew^ mftances of one of 
the tnoft invetferate difeafes being cured, 
without the application and ufe of any 
known, adequate means ; in confequence 
•of the padetits bring touched and having a 
bit of gold hung about the neck, with pray- 
ers fuitable to the occafion ; which means 
could have no natural efficacy to produce 
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the cure — Shall we then fay that the kings 
of England have had any fupernatural 
gift conferred on them, and that the cures 
of perfons touched by them were fo many 
miracles? This folution might, perhaps^ 
pafs current in the age of Polydor Virgil, 
in that of Mr. Tooier, or in that of Mr. 
Wiftma% but one who would account for 
them fo, at this time of day, would be 
expofed, and defer vedly too to univerfal 
ridicule *. How then do we account fox 

* This, in fa^, has been the fate of a late writer of the . 
EffgTtJh hiftory, who feeras to differ froin Mr. Tooker only 
in this particular, that whereas the latter is of opinion that 
the kings of England had this gjft of healing conferred an 
tLem in confequence of their inauguration, (neque tarn 
ingenita vi aliqua a majoribus fuis cum natura feminum & 
fimilitudine corporum ac imitatione morura propagata, 
ndnitunturid negotii, quam (Ingulari inunere divino, quod 
inauguratis potius contingit, fuffiiltf, operautur fanitatenoy 
lire looker's words, p. 87.) our modern champion of here- 
ditary rrght, maintains that inauguration is not heccflary m 
c^fder to be veiled with this gift ; and in confirmation of 
this opinion relates a flory (a difputed one by the bye) of a 
cure performed by the touch of the Pretender, who hi^d 
never been inaugurated. 

See Carte's famous Note, in his 1ft Vol. of the Hift. 
pf England, 
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them ? Very eafily, we think, in a mere 
natural way. We fay, as it never was 
pretended that the royal touch was benefi- 
cial in every inftance when tried, that in 
thofe inftances when benefit was received, 
the concurrence of the cure with the 
touch might have been quite accidental, 
while adequate caufes operated and 
brought about the efieft ; that, perhaps, 
the difeafes might have been in a healing 
way, and that at the time of being touch- 
ed, cither the ftrength of the patient*$ 
conftitution had brought his diforder to a 
favourable crifis ; or that a qjiange of air, 
or exercife, or a new regimen, and other 
fimilar caufes, had begun the cure. Or if 
any of the cafes be attended by fuch cir- 
cumftances as prevent our attributing any 
thing, to the above-mentioned caufes, ftill 
we think that we need not call in a fuper- 
natural caufe ; for that the ceremony of 
being touched might be the occafion of 
making fuch caufes ; aft, as would convey 
benefit to fome of the patients in a way 
entirely natural : In a word, we have re- 
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cOUtfe to the power of imprelEons made 
on the minrf, and to the amaiing effefti 
ivhich experience fatisfies us they have 
upon the habit of the body, and fay that 
the perfon touphed^ having Ins imagrna- 
lioti heated with the religions foiemnity 
tof the ceremony, the dignity of the touch- 
^r, and other ftriking circumftances, this 
toight fix a deep impreffion on his mind, 
an impreffion contmued by the wearing of 
the medal, and which, in fomecafb, wight 
te a means of reltering health *. Som* 

♦ I JhaTl ,gttfatlj confimtx wbtft I have here irffofteiJ, ty 
Ipsuthig the (q)iaicm of an ingenious fargeon^Mn Becketir, 
^•dH>in bis Enquiry into the Efioacy of Touching #of the 
King's Evil, already mentioned, afcribes the cures, in quef- 
tion, to the impreflTfohs mad^ on thet&mdst>fllhe p&tients, 
l/y Ibeir CDiffdienGe lof recoivingreHef. And that tkis caufe 
tfmln] havfe tbi« efikacy, he^woves as follows* — ** .Moll -cer- 
^* tuiniti^, in t^ic<liieare I am fpeakingof the blood a.t}0|ind» 
•* with a viTcous juice, and moves flowly ; it M^ants lliiit 
^ %rilk rn^e&fne agit«tien of its pArticle6 Ibat it et^ht to 
^ imf«! as « warm fftutdi and ftich'as it cfttje^in-o found 
^ and bale conftitution, ftom whence obftru^ions in the 
♦* glands, and other evils are wont to arife. Bnt when tbe 
** imagination beconres iSred with tiieliapcs of ft iircceeding 
*^^iMte, tbe w1i0le rnaCs of Uood betome^ as it were^irBi- 
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one or other of thefe natural caufes, y7% 
aflign as fufficient to account for the cures 

" dialed by the.fpirits coi^tained in it; by which meant 
*^ thofe corpnfcles which make that fluid irifcous, or ropey, 
*' or difpiritedy become eafily difengaged from' the othc^ 
*' principles it was before blended with ; and the whole mafs 
^' being put into a iqore bciik apd kindly agitation, may 
** force open the obftruded^canab, help it to throw off 
*' the heterogeneous particles, and d'.fpofe it to permeate, 
^' as freely as it ought, thofe vefTels that conftitute thii 
** glands, which would fcarcely before, or but very fpar- 
" ingly admit of it." 

I know no objection that can be made to this method o£ 
accounting for the cures of pcrfons touched for the kidg^s 
evil, but this, that children have been cured by the 
touch, in whom fuch an imagination' could not be fuppofed 
to be ferviceable. This hath been particularly infifled upon 
by Dr. Heylin, who fays he has feen great numbers of them 
healed. — But, Mr. Beckett well obferves that the Doftor 
mud be underflood to mean, only, that he has feen theip 
tfuched; for when he fpeaks of fuch numbers, no body can 
fuppofe that he gave himfelf the trouble of going fo many 
miles, and fo many ways, as he mufl probably have done, 
to enquire into the event. And this obfervation is confirm* 
ed by the following inftance, which fhews :tbat the words 
. touching and healing were, at that time, fynonymous terms. 
Dr. "Carr, in his Medicinal Epiftles, mentions that King 
Charles the lid, in fuch a certain fpace of time Healed 
92107; which is the exadl number of perfons he ^o«c^cc< 
fti thofe years, as appears by the regiiltr preferved by th« 
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ef the linis wU by the touch, aad tli«i 
kft mentioned of tkem, in particular, I 
have infilled upon as fufficient to account 
fbr the cures afcribed to the int^celfion of 
tjie. 4iii l^^w. The two cafes are pa- 
laUel, except that 9t variety pf difeafe^ 
were cured at the tomh of our faints 
whereas the toqc|l of our kings was never 
thought (aoaMve bu^ of om ; — ^A difeafe, 
however of a more obftinate nature, per- 
haps, than ^fly cured in St. Medard^s^ 
chirch-y^rd. 

But befides the cures of yZ'/i^Ai^wxdit 
orders by the royal touch, we are able to 
produce inftances of a great variety of 
difeafes of the moft inveterate kind, the 
cures of which though clofely connefted 
with the ufe of means, feemingly inade- 
quate, are not, however^^ afcribedj by apy. 
one, to a fupernatural interpofition. 

I have in my eye Uie famous- cures per^ 

Keeper of his Majeftj?*s Ck^fet^ belODging to Wa A4N^y> 
Cjiapelr 
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formed by (jhreatraies, a y a ifemM Ht «f 
ibmte Mion m the county of WiOitJbrd 
ha, Jftit^ndj by the ftroking of h» ha»d* 
This perfon^ aceordiog to his ovnr acooiifil 
of \i.rx&% be^n in 1662 to Invea ftnng^ 
perfoafioil in his mind (of wMdthew«» 
fiot »ble to ^ve » tatiodiBi) Mconvt to 
QCher^} ihsX the gift of curing the kkgli 
evil #a$ beftowed upon Inut t anlli^ tipa« 
trial* h^ founds bis flroidDg^ fitcc«s«l* 
After this he ventured a|M)tt agues, and^ 
in tiffle> attempted aU difeafes ivlMtsvcr) 
His fume having %iieikd thr^niig^xMit/M* 
hndt at the requeft of the£»rlof Orreryi 
he came oyer to jEnifiimi/ in January t6GSt 
to attetnpt the ennb of Ladj^ Camoa^ vbo 
iv^a tfO!ii>hd mik' an ohflanate heaK&ck 
He Gonuoued at £4$^ Loed Chmtki^ 
feat in Warwickfliirii about three weeks or 
a month, but couki not, with all his (kill ^ 
cure the lady. Howeveri during his con- 
tinuance at that place, great numb6i-$ aU 
round the country flocked to hini^ tiiany 
of whom were cured, whileothers receiv- 
ed no benefit. From Ragley he removoi 
p & 
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to Warcefter where his fuccefs was fa great,' 
that his fame having reached London, he 
received an order from Lord Arlington 
Secretary of State^ to come up to town. 
On his arrival he took a houfe in Lin- 
cohis-Inn-FkldSi and during a refidence of 
many months there, very remarkable cures 
were p^erformed ; an account of* which, 
as alfo of liimfelf, in anfwer to fome ca- 
lumnies of his enemies, Greatrakts pub- 
liflied before he left London, and the cures 
there related, feem to have all the circum- 
ftances neceffary in order to eftablifli the 
credit of any matters of faft. The names 
pfthofe who were cured, their difeafes, the 
time when, the places where, and the wit- 
neffes before whom the cures were per- 
formed — all thefe marks of a genuine nar- 

» The title of this pe rformance is as follows. — A briet 
account of Mr. Valentine Greatrakes, and divers of the 
ftrange cures lately by him performed : written by himfelf, 
in a letter addrelTed to the Hon. Robert Boyle, Efq. where. 
unto are annexed the teftimonials of feveral eminent and 
vrorthy per(bns of the chief matters of fiid there relate4. 
LondoDi 1666, . 
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rative arc to be met with in this book^ 
-which was, befideSj publiflied on the fpot^ 
when the fafts in queftion lay expofed to 
every one's enquiry; fo that had there 
been any fraud it muft have been difco^ 
vered. But, indeed, no fuch thing was^ 
or could, be affirmed* The witnefles, 
many of them at leaft, are perfons of 
fuch unexceptionable credit, good fenfe, 
and learning, that, as we cannot fufpe£l 
they were impofed upon, fo we cannot 
fufpeft they woiild impofe. Befides the 
certificates of naany gentlemen of diftinc* 
tion *, we have alfo the attellations of 
grave divines -f-, and eminent phyficians J, 
which laft are not very ready in admitting 

♦ The Hon, Robert Boyle, Sir Natluniel Holbatch, Sir 
John Godolphin, Sir Abraham Cullen, Sir Charles Doe's 
fon, Colonel Weldon, Alderman Knight, &c, 

t Dr. Raft, Dean of Connor, afterwards Biihop of Dro-- 
more ; Dr. Cudworth attefting the cure of his own fon ; 
Dr. Whichcote attefting his own cure ; Dr. Wilkins after* 
wards Bifhop of Chefter ; Mr. Patrick afterwards Bifhop ; 
Dr. George Evans, &c. 

:{: Sir William Smith, Dr. Denton, Dr. Fairclougb, Dr. 
Jeremiah Aftel^^ and others. ^ 
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lka& citffi ifiay be cffe£led, wkhont mal;^ 
li)|^ u|kof the mediciiies wluch they them^ 
lelY^ prcfcribe, 

HeiBj theoi let 91c aik^ cim any menm 
he Aippofed mbrt iottdequate^ to tli apir * 
pearanC^i Cq tfiPc^ cta« of difeafesithan 
|h«fe Kiade Ufe of by Grcatr^f AxA^ 
yeti nothing oan be more c^taki thaa 
that there was no fupernatural interpofi^r 
pon in the cafe. TIk cures wo^e eficfled 
gradually^ aAi} the t^ratioq of the han4 
yfa& fre<||tt<tntly repeated ; in many cafes 
there was occafion to make ufe of razors, 
pn4 other lha;rp inftruments \o lay open 
the forei \ the numt>«r of thofe who re^ 
ceiv]^ OP benefit from him^ after repeated 
trials, greatly exceeded the number of 
(hofe who were relieved : add to tMs^ 
that very ttiany t^ received l)enefit, ret 
e^ived no cure, button relapfed into all 
their former fymptoms.- Thefe and other 
eircumftftnces, which can be coUefled from 
bis own accp\int *, fa^isfy us that Greats 

t Grealr^JcwIi Iwk bcinj; |icw, in \tty (ftm ^ftds, \ 
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rakes was no worker of mirtclcs^ But 
whether the concurrenofe bf Chreatr^s\ 

tfiutH, for the fittisfadite oT the tMtx, trfcnfdn^ one d^ 
^ two certificAtes, tbal be may foe #kmt itfiGBarfbs werb cvned, 
mii4 tte maimer of tfaoi# cure* Tb4 ioHiiwiiig, then, istte 
leih^tlfiebte figiKed by Dean ltuft^'^«' Beipg ddlMi to giv^ 
*< ikiy tvftimony of Mr» Qreatntket and Kh ^res, I ^ 
'** beteby t^rtlfy t^t I hlifO with fom^ ciirMtj been an 
«* obi^rv«r of kttt and ol htft (])[>6hitiotti : and 1 take him to 
^ be a petfbn of an boned and Upri|jht mind, a free and 
-^^ open fpirit, a ebeerfut and agreeable bbmoufi an inoVbh* 
** five eonterfadon, of large and generotts principles, and 
" that carries o«i no de*ilgn of Ol^ion awl intered, I Uife 
'f het\\ an eye-#itbefi of many bundteds that haye coma 
«* Qndet his hands, efpetially daring his (lay at Lotd Con* 
^ way's for three weeks or a month togetheri and I mtift 
^ proofs myiblf conriticed (however It be from an imme« 
<* diate gift, or a peciiHatity of complexion) that he his a 
** virtue more than ordinary. For though I have feen hilrin 
** touch many, with little or no fuccefs, yet it tnuft not be 
^* denied that I have teftn too, In vtry maHy iuftances, by 
*^ his fpittle and the touch 0€ liroke of his hand, humours 
^* put into odd atid violent iermeotations, paius ftrangeif 
**^ fly before bim^ till he has chafed them out at fome of 
^' the extreme parts of the body, the king's evil, in a few 
'' days^ \Von()erfully dried up; knobs or kernels brought to 
^' a fuppuration ; humours ripened ; ulcerous fores ikinned 
« and amended ; hard fweUings in women's breads abated ; 
f' cold and fehfelefs limbs rcftored to their heat and life; 
^' (cabs all over the body which have been for many yeiir% 
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ftroking with fome cures was only merely 
accidental^ while other adequate caufes 



*^ and counted incurable, deadened and dried up ; many 
** people relieved in cafes of deafnefs, lamenefs, dimnefs of 
*^ fight ; twenty Teveral perfons in fits of the falling fickneCs 
** or convulfions or hyltericid pa0ions (for I am not wife 
** enough to diflinguifli them) upon laying his hands upon 
** their breafts (often upon the top of their cloaths) within 
** a few minutes brought to their fenfes, fo as to be able to 
^' tell where their pain lay, which he has followed till he 
^' purfued it out of the body. I can fay little to i3\e perma- 
** nency of his cures ; many, I do believe, continue firm, 
^' but feveral of thofe of the falling fickneis, I heard had 
^* relapfed before I left the country, but after much longer 
*' intervals than they were wont to enjoy. — The forms of 
•' words he ufed are, God Almighty keul thee for his mercfi 
*' fake : and if they profeis to receive any benefit he bids 
^* them give God the praife, and that (fo far as I can 
^' Judge) with a fincere devotion. This is in fhort, the 
*^ matter of fad, which is teftified to be true by me." 

<• George Rua, D, I>. and Dean of Connor," 

i fliall add a letter from the fon of Sir Charles Doe, to 
Dr. Fairclougb, relating his own care. 

^'Siit, 
** Whereas you defire to know what effedl Mr. Great- 
** rakers hand had upon me, this may fatisfy you, that the 
*' head -ach which I laboured under three or four years 
*' (and ufed what means the phytic ians prefcribed though 
** unfuccefsfully) which oft times was very violent, was 
^* pured by the lajing on Mr. Greatrakes's band in tbQ foN 
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operated; or whether, if his ftroking had 
an efficacy, this was owing to fome pe- 
culiarity in his complexion, to fome fin* 
gular virtue of certain effluvia from the 

^ lowing manner. About the beginniog of Marck |aft, 
*^ hearing that Mr. Greatrakes was at my Lord Mayor's 
"** houfe, I repaired thither unto him and defired him (hav- 
" ing the head-ach then violently on me) that he would be 
*' pleafed to ufe his endeavours to cure me : Whereupoa 
** he demanded in what part of my head the pain lay, which 
'* I Aiewed him, and thereupon he laid his hand' upon the 
'* place *ffedled, and immediately I found the pain removed 
** to another place in my head, which I alfo dirdfted him 
^* to, who purfued it till it went out of my head, and fa 
'^ following it from place to place (laying his hand upon 
^* that part of my body whither it did remove) till he drove 
" it into my foot, where it was very painful to me, till at 
** length, he chafed it out at my toe, I not putting off vof 
** Aocking : which he did at two different times, the paia 
^* as I conceived) being divided; whereupon I forthwith 
** found myfelf freed from all manner of pain both in head 
" and body, and have fo continued ever fince (blelTed be 
*' God) in perfed health. And not only was I freed from 
** th/e aforefaid pain of the head, but alfo from a conftant 
** bleeding that continually attended it, whereas I did ufe 
** to bleed every day (or every other day, at leaft) whick 
^^ bleeding 1 am -very .little troubled with. This is thai, 
*^ Sir, which J affirm) to be true, who am 

^* Yours, &c. &c. 
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body of the.ftroker ; Or whether imprei^ 
fions made on the minds Of the perfons 
ftroked^ might not in fome CAfes^ procure 
lelief*— I (hall not take upon me to deter- 
mine ; but only obferve that though the 
means immediately connefled with the 
cures, were to all appearance, as inade- 
quate as any can be fuppofed, yet there 
can be no pretence for having recourfe 
to fupernatural caufes to account for 
them ; fince, for auglit we know, fuch 
means may have fome hidden efficacy, 
fome peculiar ftinative virtue, (which, per- 
haps, was the cafe of GnAtrakes's ftroke) 
or elfe, if they have no fuch virtue and 
efficacy, they may prove the occafion of 
exciting caufes, known to be adequate^ 
to a£l.. 

Upon the whole, then, the mighty won- 
ders boafted of by the admirers of the 
Abbe Paris lofe their gigantic appearance 
when examined clofely, and I cannot help 
flattering myfelf that enough has been 
faid to conviXiCQ even you, \hat th? cures 
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performed in St. MeJard^s church^yard 
h&ve po more pretenfions to be efteem^ 
. miraculous^ than have the cures of thofe 
touched by our kings^ or of thofe ilroked 
by GrcatraJtcs. 

But I had almoft forgot^ that, in fup* 
port of the bleJfeddeacotC^ mu^aculous pow- 
er, befides die cures, Montgeron inftances 
pther fafls^ and particularly infills upon 
his own converiion as a proof of it. That 
it may not, therefore, be faid that I have, 
ncglefted any thing in the examination, I 
ihallnow relate this faft,as it really hap- 
pened, and firom Mon/gefon*^ own account 
of it, you will perceive that he had not 
?iny reafonable grounds for looking upon 
Jiis own converfion as a miracle wrought 
Ipy the interceffion of the AibS de Pdris. 

On the 7th of September, 1731, Mont- 
l^^ri^n, being at this time, as he tdls us him- 
felf, both an infidel in principle and 4 
libertine in prafticcj^ repaired to St Me-^ 
^rd's ch«ych*yard^ not out of devotion^ 
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but with a defign to eJcamine narrowly 
the cafes of thofe who fhould tome to alk 
their cure. . Scarcely had he entered the 
church-yard, when he was ftruck with awe 
and reverence, having never, before, heard 
prayers pronounced with fo much ardour 
and tranfport as he obfcrved amohgft 
|he fuppHcants at the tom1>. Upon this, 
throwing himfelf on his knees, refting his 
elbows on the tomb-ftone, and covering 
his face with his hands, he fpake the fol- 
lowmg prayer— O thou ! by whofe inter- 
eej^on fo many miracles are /aid to be per- 
formed ; if %t . be trite, that a part of thee 
furvives the gfave, and thai thou haji infu- 
iuce with the Almighty, hm)e pity on the 
iarknefs of my underjlanding, and through 
his mercy obtain the removal ofU. Having 
prayed thus, many thoughts, as he fays, 
began to open themfelves to his mind, and 
fo profound was his attention, that he con- 
tinued on his knees four Jiours,* not iii 
the lead difturbed by the vaft crowd of 
furrounding fupplicants. During this 
time, all the arguments, which he ever 
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heard or read, in favour of Chriftiank}% 
occurred to him with fo much force, aiid 
feemed fo ftrong and convincing, that he 
went home fuJly fatisfied of the truth of 
religion in general, and of the holinefs and 
power of that perfon, who, as he fuppo-^ 
fed, had engaged the divine goodnefs to 
enlighten his undcrftanding fo fuddenly. 
— This is a fair reprefentation of Mont^ 
gerons converfion as related by himfelf, 
which, for the following reafons, I think 
to have lefs pretenfions, than any of th^ 
cures have, to be looked upon as the ef- 
fe6l of a fupernatural interpofition* 

I would afk, therefore, what certainty 
could Monfgeran have, or how could he 
latisfy others that thofe thoughts and re- 
fleftions, which determined him to be a 
beUever, were excited by the Abbe Far is? 
How could he difcover that they were 
impreffed on his mind from above^ and 
were not the fuggeftions of his own 
fancy? And how fhall we be able to fatisfy 
ourfclves that the fudden change of his 
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prmciples was really owing to the catil^ 
he afligns? — ^That there was nothing fii^ 
pematqral in the cafe ; and that our con- 
vert was more indebted to the warmth of 
his own temper, than to the interceffion of 
our ASb^^ we (hall have grounds for con* 
cludrng^ if we take a view (^ his charac*^ 
ter^ as we are enabled to draw k from bis 
own hiftory of himfelf 

However odd it may (cem, experfcnce 
mud fatisfy us that a foMcn tranfition 
from the extravaganciesof irrdigionand 
libertinifm to thofe of devotion, is no un- 
common appearance in life; and that 
roany who have fet out^ at firft, avowed 
fcoffers at religion, have, in the end, nm 
fo far into the other extreme, as to be loft 
in all the wilds of entkufiafm^ the feeds of 
which have been in their minds, from the 
beginning. Strong paflions, and a lively 
imagination, which often exclude all foli* 
dity of judgment, are ingredients which 
muft concur in forming the vifionary de* 
votce* Thefe ingredients may have, at 
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fiipft proTed, the caufbs of a man's ifreligi- 
OA, and of his abandoning himfelf to the 
g^reateft irregularities in pra&ice: and 
thefe very ingredients will be able to fafring 
hiqi backj, and lead him as &r one way^ 
as they had done the otker.-^It being im- 
poflibk kkt a man totally to banifhail ap^ 
prehenBons of an omnipotent Bemg, and 
future life, the infidel of the warm and £sui* 
ciftil turn of mind will often be deeply 
aSe^led^ and the terrors of the divine ven- 
geance Storking on his pliable im£|gination^ 
this may (bmetimes be fo efleflual as to 
give his afie6liGgfis and inclinations a neW 
bias, and make religion occupy the place 
of his lufts- — Now that Montgercn was a 
perfon of this vifionaiy and fencifwl x:ha- 
rafter, he himfelf fatisfies us from the fafts 
he relates. At the age of one and twen- 
ty, before which time he had begun to in- 
dulge his paflions without meafure, hav^ 
ing difguifed himfelf in women's apparel, 
in order to get himfelf admitted iato a 
convent, to perfeft an intrigue begun with 
One of the nuns^ and being on his way 
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thitl^r in a chaife, the horfes, on fom<? 
fright, overturned it, and he efcaped much 
bruifed, and with a broken arm. Look- 
ing upon this as a judgment from Heaven^ 
he laid afide not only his defign of get- 
ting admittance into the nunnery, but alfo 
his profligate way of life, and put himfelf 
into the hands of a prieft of the Oratory, 
who made him, as he tells us> read many 
good books. Soon after this he was fq , 
warm in his fit of devotion, that he fliut 
himfelf up in the abbey of La Trappe, the 
monks of which order are remarkable for 
the feverity of their difcipline. Having 
continued in this retreat about a month, a 
dangerous fit of ficknefs obliged him to 
leave it, and, upon his recovery, his paf- 
fions hurried him once more into all the 
cxceffes of criminal pleafure, and from^ 
wifhing that religion might not prove true, 
he, in a manner, perfuaded himfelf that it 
was all a cheat.— Yet, amidft his irregular 
rities, he was not eafy in his mind. He 
had only endeavoured to make himfelf aa 
infidel, but, in fpite of himfelf, he was far 
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from-beiifg^ rbdctoi ki diefe pm<Aptes 

ac oa« jIi^^s cemoMbeiAif the gen«ral <?«m>- 
veY&tion- abiesiuf fowfi/ he heem^e gmi^ 
diikir^eii k hkiitiiiAd: b«caure mitatieSi m 
her obfevve^ could ntot 2tgf03 with hte ^ 
tem of iiifideli^. In th<i»^{cf of |ifefjpii¥> 
ity, he took a^ i>efbkiti)dA^ to tsmnAm^iSkg 
tPa& off th« h&s r^porVidf A.n^4LceiiifiS/t(^ 
\y repealed tieyour jUi's-tortiky&A'iM dat/ 
siresidf metivbffcfd r sthd ^MhafT hd^p«ti(E^ 
at tha« vifie h&$ l^setl r«Ial^.~^ilo\^ thtft^ 
the fervour an^ v)2^m(<ifci^ ot ^vofioor 
which h<3 ikw' ai^AOng^ the hipi^eaa^^ 
IhoulKl^ excite iti hi^ a- ferioas^ filtilfii ^ 
nund, is ext^vnely natur^IvvritfeoiM! fu^|>0> 
fitig tliat tl^ itmr<!»Sietir of the^^^ cidtiv 
tfibuttt^anydkiHgtoWaiti^itl I^w^fi^ 
6e could' pa(^ from* dtie" li^^tide to the} 
faintv he had already ffiewtt' lisv iri (hutting 
birirfelfup'with the monks- of La Tfofpe. 
fhe company of enthulkfls is-infe<£lk>Us ; 
and it: is no gi*eater wonder, that one who 
]^d aU" thw feeds of an endiufiaftic devo- 
tion in hifr brtaft, fhoaB have them called 
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out on this occafion, than that combuftible 
matter fliould take fire when touched by a 
flame. That he did not cool agam, as he 
had done once before, can be eafily ac- 
counted for. When he fliut himfelf up 
with the monks of La Trappc he was 
young, and his appetite for fenfual gratifi- 
cations ftrong and unfatisfied ; no wonder, 
therefore, his fit of lanftity fliould leave 
him, at that time. But, now when the 
flame of devotion was rekindled at the 
tomb of the Abb6 Paris, he was in the de- 
cline of life^ his tafte for fenfual pleafures 
palled by long ufe,., and his appetites jaded 
by indulgence. Temptations to his former 
vices, therefore, were lefs apt to entice 
him ; and that, from this period, he conti- 
nued a zealous devotee, is perfedHy con- 
fident with the warmth and livelinefs of 
his pafiions, which only changed their ob- 
je£l, from matters of fenfe to thofe of a 
fpirituat kind, and found the fame gratifi- 
cation in the latter, which they had done 
in the former.— Ip a word j Montgeron had 
po greater reafon to look upon his con- 
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veriion as miraculous^ than dur Methodifts 
haVe^ who talk in Ae fame ftrain ; who 
can tell you the exaEt hour, nay moment, 
when the Ho/y Spirit ht^n to aft upon 
their minds, who, if you will believe them, ' 
have their converfations with God, which 
they pretend to be able to diftinguifh from 
the rovings of their own fancies ; dignify- 
ing the ridiculous fallies of their difordered 
imaginations, with the awful name of fu- 
pematural impulfes. — I fhall only add, 
that the extravagancies into which Mont* 
geron run, after his converfiion, fome of 
which you will find in the note *, give us 

* Monfieur de Montgeron, being a counfellor of the par« 
liameDt at Paris, was iDvolved in a quarrel which that body 
had«with the court in the year 1732, and, amongil others, 
baniihed to Auvergne. During bis exile, which had only 
heightened his zeal for Janfenifm, he conceived a deHgn 
(the thought of which he feeros to afcribe to a divine im- 
pulfe) of colledling the proofs and atteftations of the mira- 
cles of the favourite faint of his party. Full of enthufiafoi 
be devoted himfelf as a martyr to Janfenifm ; and as he 
knew what dangers he expofed himfelf to by this attempt, 
that he might prepare himfelf for fuffering, befides his fail- 
ings, penances and other feverities, he drew up a form of 
prayer (a copy of which he gives us in hi» hook) which he' 

Q2 
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a farther vIqw «£ Us: c^^fler^ and 2i4i, 
ftreiigth. to owie CQpekifio*, that oaife of ^ 

his bein^ permitted tQ return to IJaris he fet aboiU his w.orfc^ 
and ufed uncommon diligence in cottcfling the letters, d^ 
pofitioiTs^ and' cer^^eate»of ibe-wiUieflb* of tlieiillppoftA 
iQiiw)?f ; the origimh of nvi^ieh pi^ij» ke«t4M4 ca#-A Uv d^K 
poiifcwjUi public nftta|U?« fpr every one'^ fatisfa^ion ; ani 
he Collededib^manyKthat he afcribes this to the immediate 
care of Heaven fevouring and pix)te^ng h« work* Fponr 
tbele^papers, he coinpiJtd.bis nacraiif e of the cures».iii&riii^ 
aIli>,thA corci/tcateS'Svi^uvcnicntioued^TheArchliiihoj) oXSeni^'% 
Pa(loral InflrudtipRs bein^ the capital performance again(t 
our Abbess miracles, UTontgeron entitled his book an An- 
fwrer to- the ArehWfliop* — ^Tbc bo«k beings M l»it, priutcidi 
in % ppmppu»^q^rt^ am^ dedieat<Mi to the Kiji)g, he pre^ 
pared himfelf to prefent it into his Majefty's own hand.. 
For eight days, he lay on a bed of afhes ; bread and water 
was his only fuftenance, and the whole period was fpent in - 
devotion.— On the 27th of July, 1737, havinjgaflfembled his 
family^ acquainted' them with hisdefign^and recommending 
himfelf to their prayers, he fet out for Verfailfes, and on 
the 29th he got an opportunity of prefeniing his book into 
his Majefty's own hands, to whom he, at the fame time, 
madeafpeech. The King, liule verfed in fuch matters, 
heard him with patience, and received his book in the moft- 
graciovis manner ; but was not a little furprized when, fooft 
after Montgtaon was gone, the Cardinal de, Fleuri, bein^ 
informed of the affair, told him that the author of the book 
m,uA be irpprifui;ed» Monlgeron, being prepared for fuffenng^ 
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vifioacary a tem^tr inigiTt fceconveited^ in 
the matins he v^, vmjidift fti|)^fing any 
t^mg ibperiteu:snil in the cafe. 

Let then, the fcc^eal ^ttitlror of die 

£Jji^ ih Miracks viakH the cbdtl he can xf 

the Jafts ktitibuted to the i^WI jRorrx-^ 

what will this avad feria? Frdm what f 

hhve ftibmitted t* yotir cbnfideratiori^ k 

'appears that though we eiArak dife fapfts^ we 

have it in om power to ilenf the cmfew 

quences ; tMagh wfe grant that {omk oTthe 

cures happened, yet art we ibk to ]^ve 

fuihcrent rcafotis for rcjefting dife vksitik 

of the Jm^fi^^ to have their feint Idoked 

upoh as la Wcrker of mirac^s^. This I fiy^ 

we have it in our power t6 do.-*4. wifli fot 

the conviftion of you and of you? ftiendsi 

it had been mote frequently dotle* For I 

nay even courting it, (114 not abfcoTrd ; but, after preibntir^ 
copies of his book to the Duke of Orleans, the firftprefidcLt 
of iheparlisUnent, and thfe thiif fnagiftratei kt fari^, retired 
t6 his hbufe, and waited with a kind of impati^kic^ tiJl 4 
letter de cachet came nekt morning, in confequence of 
which he was carried lo prifun, from which he never got 
out. 
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cannot but obferve, that fome of our dev 
fenders of Ghriftianity have not taken a 
very likely method, to evade the force of 
the argument drawn from the pretended 
miracles of the AbbS^ in prejudice of the 
miracles of the Cofpel. The moft com- 
mon way has been to deny the fafts, in ge- 
neral, as the produ6lion of fraud and im- 
pofture. And yet, whoever attentively 
weighs the evidence urged in fupport of 
fome of them, muft own that few matters 
x)f faft ever were confirmed by more un- 
exceptionable teftimony. They were per- 
formed openly, in the fight of the whole 
world ; in the heart of one of the greateft 
cities in the univerfe ; on perfons whom 
every body could fee and examine ; whofe 
difeafes could not be counterfeit, becaufe 
we have the certificates of the moft emi- 
nent phyficians who had previoufly at- 
tended, or examined them ; and whofe re- 
covery every inhabitant of the city of Pa^ 
ris could fatisfy himfelf of, becaufe they 
lived on the fpot. And that the fd6h 
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\Nrcre • examined into with all the art and 
addrefs of the ruling part of the clergy, 

♦ 1 cannot, therefore, avoid dHTentlng from the learned 
Dr. Dodwell, who in his Free Anfwer to the Free Inquiry, 
(p. 132.) tells us as the reafon why we muft rejed the fads 
«fcribedto the Abbe Paris, "That they were not offered 
" to pablic examination. Their enemies/' fays he, "durft 
*« not attempt a free inquiry like the DoAor's, left it ihould 
** have ended in a refledion on their own caufe] The court 
** which was, no doubt, fatisfied of the fraud, chpfe rather 
^^ to proceed by way of authority,' than of alignment, left 
** that method fhoujd be carried too far, and a little pub- 
*^ lie examination might be demanded of thofe miracles 
. " which were wrought in favour of received dodrines." 
Now I much fear, this reafon of the Dodor will not hold. 
For certainly if ever fads were freely inquired into, the cures 
performed in St. Medard*s church-yard, were fo. That 
many free inquiries^ were made into them, the Pafloral 
Letters of the Archbifbops of Paris, of Embrun, of Sens, of 
many Bifhops, an inundation of pamphlets of private ecc]e« 
fiailics, and the repeated controveriies in the Journauz de 
Trevoux, and other periodical papers, fufficiently prove. 
Nor is it lefs certain that if recourfe was had by the court to 
authority, it was only becaufe argument had been tried and 
found ineffedual. — Nor is the Dodor's reafon why the ene- 
mies of th^ Abbe Paris durft not attempt a free inquiry (vii. 
led this (hould be carried fo far as to affed the credit of the 
miracles wrought in favour of received dodrines) fuch as 
will Hand examination. For who were the enemies of the 
Abbi6 Paris's miracles ? — Thofe very perfons who by having 
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ix»:ked by tAup icWH mogiilmt^, is too ikx* 
torioujs jto ^i^iroit of a difputet as it is 4Ub^ 
that fome of them could ftand the exami- 
Wpop, wd xtivmrn «BcJ©trfted. So that 
lo iii^e6l and diAdkve nitf the curas^ m 

•power in their iMindsy could, as tliey pleafed, ftop any dif* 
agteeaUe hiqniry ; and by having the prejudices of the peo- 
ple in favour of the miracles admitted by themfdves, could 
have no reaibn to fear any detedion of thefe ; which were 
admitted alfo hy t!ie Janfenrf^s who contended for our 
AiWe's mimcles ; fo that the detedion -of thefe, rould never 
«»4^iiger the eredk of thofe admitted hy t>oth fides. Be- 
Mes, as (he enemies of the Abhe Paris appealed to no new 
asifacks -in letvour of received dodrkies, the miracles they 
admitted could not be dt(|>roved 'by any new evidence. Add 
^ a)l tfaie,1hatthetfrtereft of the oppofers of the miracles of 
•ur Abfb6, fo cleaiiy pointed out the expediency of deteft- 
ing them, that it is not to be f uppofed they ihouid difcou« 
rage a free inquiry into them-^miftrely becaufe of a remote, 
poffible eon^uence-^A^ao^, perhaps^ a tike public exami» 
maSion mtgkf 6e demmided of thoft miracles^ which xcere 
Vfrq^gki in faiu^ur of received dodtrines. — ^Thefe are my rea- 
foos (at differing from the opinion of a gentleman whofe la- 
bours have done fo much honour to himfelf, and fo much 
fer\ice tp the religion he profcifes. And I am confident, 
that bis candour will excufe thefe remarks, which I fliould 
not have made, had not 1 been obliged, by my argument/ to 
afllgn a reafon for reje^ling the miraculous intcrpofition pf 
the Abbi Paris, entirely differem from that mentioned by 
him. 
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gl^ntvsH, as the ofispnog of fraod^ H)uft 
iieceflarfly give the advocates of infidelity 
jipreat advantage, and leave die Chriiuan 
IB the iabyrinth prepared for him, by puz- 
zling him to alfign rcaibns why he be- 
lieves the miracles of our Saviour, while 
he rcgiiQs thofe afcribed to the faint of 
^anfenifm. 

Others, again^ finding, upon an exa- 
mination of the evidence, that the certain- 
ty of fome of the cures performed in SL 
Mcdard\ church- yard could not be doubt- 
ed o£, have admitted that they did happeiip 
but have accounted for them by afcribing 
them to the devil. A folution this, that 
can {^rvt only to throw confufion and 
uncertainty on the point controverted. — 

But the method which I thought myfelf 
obliged to follow *, leaves nothing to be 

♦ Before my firft edition of this work in 1754, Mr. dca 
Voeux had publifli«d his book, in which, as I learn from Dr. 
Middleton, he accounts for the cures rai<i to be performed 
on the fupplicants of our Abbe, in the manner I have at** 
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bbjeftcd, places the merits of the contra* 
verfy in the cleareft light, and muft for ever 
filence thofe who would fet up the cures 
performed inSf. Medard's church-yard, in 
t>ppofition to the Gofpel miracles, which, 
as we fliall fee afterwards, are hot liable 
to the fame objeftions, becaufe in them a 
fupernatural interpofition will be fhewn to 
be clear and indifputable. — Before we pro- 
ceed to the proof of this, however, it may 
not be improper to take notice of a few 
other noted preteiifions to miracles, which 
fall to the ground, in confequence of the 
reafoning which has overturned thofe af- 
cribed to the blefled Deacon, 

And this, in particular, is the cafe of the 
miracles pretended to, here in England, 
about forty or fifty years ago, by thofe 
wild enthufiafts the French prophets. They 
were, all, cures of difeafes, all performed 

tempted. As the materials in roy poffefTion on this fubjeft 
are very complete, my not having perufed Mr. des Voeux's 
work, feems to be of little or no confequence. 
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on perfons whofc minds, heated with en- 
thufiaftic tranfport, wercinan apt difpofi-^ 
tion to excite fuch a ferment in the body, 
as might in fome cafes not only change 
the ftate of the fluids, but alfo brace the 
relaxed folids. Of all the ftrange fafe 
afcribed to thefe prophets, the cure of Sir 
Richard Bulkeley of a rupture, feems the 
mod proper to be fingled out as an in* 
ftance. That the cure really was per- 
formed, without the application of any 
new remedy, and in confequence of prayer 
and the word fpoken by the prophet, was 
not difproved at the time, and was, foon 
after, ferioufly affirmed by Sir Richard 
himfelf, with all its circumftances, to a gen- 
tleman flill alive, from whom I have my 
information. But though we may admit 
the faft, we deny the miracle. Remem- 
ber the inflance, quoted from Pechlin, of 
the cure of the Harnhurgh phyfician's rup- 
ture, by the fhock of a piece of bad news, 
and we fhall not be at a lofs to point out 
a jiatural caufe for the cure received by 
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JStr Richard *. That the cures aitrifcutcd 
totliele cnthnfiafls are to h^ ^accounted 
ibr in this maimer, is evident from iifei$3i4 
fucccfs they hod vhicD tJwf f)rettt]ded «> 
perform what vas indifp^itably fopem^ 
uiral. The lefiirn^ioH of Dr^ Emteii is 
a wdUknown ftory: <^ this event they. 
fboIifliJy (for all enthufiafts muft ever ex- 
pofe themfelves) refted the credit of their 
party ; and this failing, we are uniavoitJ*' 
ably led to account for atif futcefs they 
had in inferior inftances, on principlti 
that exclude all fupcmatural iftterpofitton, 

\ Again ^ if the reafoning concerning the 

- *Sir Rtchaitl's tiame tsvc% f«lnoim r»ot ^h3y fof his berrig 
cured in thin inaiuier^ Uit iilfo for his having 4Nwn bis pen 
in defence of the prophecies of his frdl ; and for his aUempt- 
ing to obviate the objections which their agitations while 
they utteri»d them, aD<l the fAikire of Completion at tlitj 
time marked, had juUly giren rtfc'to, by comparing the con- 
duft of his propbcts, with that of the prophets mentioned 
in the Old Teftament. The reader may fee, amongft the 
frads of BiHiop iloadley, an pxcellent and niafterly Anfwcr 
to Sir Richard's ingenious apoI(Jg)% schich i>, if I remember 
Tight, taken notice of by Lord Shafiihury in his Letter on 
Enthufiafin. 
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cuxes p«forB9[^(} in St Medard's church- 
yards .te of ^ny weigjkj, it wiil. alfb ovenurn' 
tb^ HreteefixD^ns o£ the faroaus. care of Ma- 
^Mo^de^lM F(^, to W 2^ mir^bcle. This^ 
i3iory havii)^ ina^ Aill as much, nctife-at 
Paris^^ as dkj the c»res^a* o«jr -4*^s tomh^ 
it yeity v^ ddtervea Qur noliefi h«e. 

A7Wc€ha(rlkr^yi)S^Qi.Fran£ixde IciFqffc 
fi.cabiiietrnwker,.feirty-fi.ve years old, had» 
for t\wenty years, beeaalHi£ledatdifFerentr 
times, with an iffue of blood, which. for the 
lafl: feven. years liad given her very few 
intervals of eafe,^ It being the cullom of 
the parilh where fhe dwelt*, to have aa 
annual proceflTion on Carpus Chrijil day^ 
through the extent of the parifli to the 
church, Madame dc La Fojfe, on the 25tb 
of May^. 1 725, took a refolution to get her- 
felf carried down to the llreet on the ap- 
proaching feftival, (which was to he on 
the 3,1 it) and^as the proceflion pafled by, 
to a£k her cure by prayer to our Saviour, 

♦The parifhof St. Margaret, in the Faubourg St. Antouic 
at Paris, 
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fuppofcct to be prefcnt in the hoft. She 
had thought of this the year before, but^ 
by the perfuafion ofhcrConfeflbr, didnot 
then execute her rcfolution. However, 
(he was determined to try it now, having 
her mind fully prepoffeffed with an opi- 
nion that (he (hould, by this means, reco- 
ver her health. On the 28th, ftie was car- 
ried to church, and received the facra- 
ment; and the 31ft, Corpus Chrijli day, 
being come, fhe was carried down ftairs, 
being unable to walk, and was feated in 
the ftreet in a chair, that fhe might be 
ready when the proceffion pafled by. On 
its arrival, fhe attempted to kneel, but, 
through weaknefs, fell from her chair on 
the pavement. Raifing herfelf on her 
hands and knees, (he followed the procef- 
fion crawling thus on the ground, and cry- 
ing out, Ij)rd, iftkou wilt, thou canjl heal 
me; fome thinking her mad ; others look- 
ing upon her to be drunk ; while 
many pitied her. Having crawled about 
thirty yards, and finding herfelf left be- 
hind, (he endeavoured to rife. At firft. 



Digitized by 



Google 



239 

fhe railed herfelf upon her knees, and then, 
with help, got upon her feet, all trem- 
bling and giddy. And now (he cried out 
again with greater tranfport, repeating 
ftill, the fame word^. Soon after, (he per- . 
ceived that her heart was fortified, that a 
glowing heat warmed all her limbs, and 
that her legs were able to fupport hen 
For fome fteps fhe leaned on thofe who 
had lifted her up ; but at laft, finding her- 
felf ftrong enough to walk without help, 
fhe followed the procefTion till it came to 
the church, which was above a mile from 
her houfe ; and having by her earned irn- 
portunity got a place near to the hoft,{he 
entered the church with it ; and, from 
that time, (he was fenfible her complaint 
had entirely left hen 

I have related the circumflances of this 
faft, as I find them in a pamphlet which 
appeared foon after : and it was fo well 
attefted *, and fo publicly canvafTed, that 

* The Cardinal de Noaille«, wiao was tl)en Archbiihcp of 
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I camK>t fee the leaft room for douhttng 
that il reaUy happened^ But that there 
was any thing in it miraculousj, may very 
reafonably be lUfpefted. The fame owife 
which ceuW give relief tx> the fupplicants 
in St. M^iants cbarch-yard, will account 
for the benefit receiwd by Madame^* to 
Fj^. From the printed account of her 
ftory, fhe appeetrs to be a perfon of a 
vrarm, fancifol temper; that ihe had 
wrought herfelf up to a finn perfuafion 
that fte fhould be cured by praying to the' 
hoft ; and that her prayers actually excired 
in her, fiich tranfports and emotions^ as^ 



Pari?, Itavrng' heard tbc reports of this ctrre-, ordered ar ver- 
bal proct^ to be taken concerning it, before birccmmink* 
iries. And the whole tranfa^Hou being eilabli/hed. oir the 
evidence of a greatnumberof witiielTcs, hepubliftied it as a 
miracle, commanding a folemn thankfgiviug, and te deum io 
be fungy itvjtll the churches of Paris. Mad&m« de la Foffe 
lived for f^^veral years after, was vifited by pcrfons of the 
bighcft rank, and even taken notice of by the King and 
Queen, who faw her at Verfnilles. However, though flie 
was greatly relieved, her cure was not abfolutely complete. 
— Sie Beavjibre's Remarks on it, in the Bibiiolheque Gcr^ 
ptanique. 
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could referable the frenzy of the lunatic^ 
or the wildnefs of the drunkard. — ^And 
when we know that thefe circumftances 
attended her cure, need we be furprized 
that her relaxed blood- veffels fliould con- 
tra£l, and be reftored to their proper tone? 
If the accelerated motions. communicated 
to the nervous fyftem by a furprize, could 
cure the phyfician of Hamburgh of a rup- 
ture, or excited by joy, could remove the 
palfy of Pkrefque — ^what reafon can there 
be for doubting that thofe excited in Ma-^ 
dame de la FoJJe by her warmth of devo- 
tion, might cure her of an iffue of blood ? 

I fhould run into an endlefs enumera- 
tion of particulars, were I to take notice 
of all the inftances of cures afcribed to a 
miraculous interpofition, which, upon an 
exaft examination, will fink down within 
the limits of nature, and may be accounted 
for, eidier by the fame caufe which brought 
about the cures in St.^ Medard's church- 
yard; or elfe by fuppoing that the ufual 
remedies applied by the phyficia^n, or the 
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fii^flgth of the pati«tt'»coiJ^tiiricm, and 
dther ade<|««« Caitfel dpefitoi, \Thilft the 
honour of the cure is aitribated to fiwae 
feiht wliol«ippett«l 10 be invoked. Mine* 
ty-nine mirtclcs, ift 4 hto<»dtdl, oflbofc 
pretended to in latt<ir tiflie>,by the PapiOa, 
ire cure^ of difeafei ; iftd I defy their ad- 
tocate* to ptodoce any of them more tx« 
tmo^iniit than the cttres of the MU Fa* 
fh\ fiipplifeants, or that of Madawe dt ta 
Tbjfe. Yet tf* fee that eveft tiuji hava 
been aidoufited ft>r in a mere natural way? 
much more, therefore, thofe «ures, which 
had no fueh fuddeh operation, and with 
regard to which we have no grounds for 
ckduding the efficucy of th^ufually pre- 
Icribcd remedies—Indeed, 4 manof fenfe 
eannot avoid wondering at the extr^va- 
pxA length to which fome people canex- 
tend their feith, when he obferves fo many 
eures attributed, by the fupcrftitious 
amongft the Kom&n Catholics, to the mira- 
culous interpofition of a faint prayed tOj 
though the cures be flow and gradual, and 
though ufual probable remedies are, at thfr 
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fkncy id a |)eifua(ioti Umii miraculous poivw 
nts are tondtiued in thdr charch, kbd 
ex«rcifed by the mtercd&on of iheii* fabttt 
to the prayers Md niffScs (^rcd lo tlieBi 
they attribute aH, atid to the &iU of the 
phyfician, and his tnedickiM adminiflgtedt 
noihifig* Hence may we lee their fluiocs 
and altars loaded whh oSeringi of perfotis 
profeiTiDg thet«ilblves indebted for tlMir 
cures to St. Francis , otSt* Atiikmy, wbek 
they ought rather to have acknowledged 
their obligations to HipfoiraUs or Boer* 
haave. 

keafon points out to m this genert^ 
rule.— 'Never to attribute any event to a 
miraculous interp(^tion, when \rr can 
trace the operaticm of nataratj adequat<i 
caufes. But the writers of the breviary, 
the biographers of the Romjk faints, Mid 
but too many others of that communion, 
feem to reverfe the rule, and to think, that 
the bare pcffibllity of there being a mira* 
culous interpoiition, in any particular cafe, 
» 2 
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is fufficicDt to warrant their believing that 
there really was. And this is obvious, not 
only from the cures which they afcribe to 
their faints, but alio from other events 
which they look upon as miraculous. Thuy 
fome celebrated reliques,or fcmie favourite 
image expofed to public view, and public 
devotion, are lookedupon to have brought 
about a change of weather, which would 
have happened however, and which, per- 
haps, the barometer had foretold. 

But, though in many of the cures afcri- 
bed by the fuperftitious Roman Catholics 
to a miraculous interceflion, we can trace 
the operation of the ufual natural caufcb, 
I muft not conceal that they lay claim tQ 
zfianiing power of performing one parti* 
cukr cure, where the fpiritual meanf^ 
made ufe of, are fo clofely conne£led with 
the fuppofed change wrought upon the pa- 
tients, as to exclude every other caufe from 
afling. — You may eafily guefe that I have 
in my eye the cures of perfons faid to be 
polTefled by the dcuiU by fprinkling then(i 
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with holy water, by the application of re- 
liques, by prayers, by making figns of the 
Grofs, and ufing other ceremonies compri- 
zed under the general term oi exarcifing. 

That fuch feats are exhibited to public 
view, and frequently trahfa£led in the 
churches of Roman Catholics, is well 
known. But certainly they are the moft 
improper inftances that could poffibly be 
pitched upon, as proofs of the reality of 
a miraculous power fubfifting in their 
church. For, if what has been offered, 
under the prefent head, fatisfy us, how 
little reafon the Papijls have for believing 
that there is any thing fupernatural in the 
cures they boaft of, even when there are 
no grounds for doubting of the reality of 
the difeafe, much lefs reafon is there for 
Relieving that there is any thing fuperna- 
tural performed, when the reality of the 
difeafe (of the only difeafe a y^^nrf/ng- pow- 
er of curing which is claimed) is appa- 
rently fufpicious. — Now, this is remarkably 
t^^cdLkotixh^damoniacs of the church of 
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Romtn A few grimaces^ wild geftuteit 
difordcred agitations^ and blafphemouf e%« 
clamationsy fuited to tb^ charader of tbe 
fuppofed infernal inhabitants^ conftkute all 
we know of their difeafe. And, confe-^ 
i^aently^ as all thefe fymptoms are ambi* 
guous^ and may be afluroed at pleafure by 
an impoftor, a coUufion between the e^^ 
itraji,^nd the ^Ik^f^ercipd will account 
for the whole tranfaftion ; and every one, 
who woyld avoid tbe charad:er of being 
fuperftitioufly credulous^ will naturally ac^ 
count for it i|i this manner, rather than by 
fuppo&ng that any fupernatural caufe in-r 
tervened. 

Nay, indeedji tbe appearances of impof» 
ture and collufion ^ with regard to th^ cafi^ 
ing mt of dcvUs amongft Fupifis^ are fo 
glaring, that there are few of themfelves 
who care much to boa(^ of the exploits of 
their ixorcifis^ and therefore, there feems 
left need to enter upon any dete£lion of 
theni> here. However, for your amufe? 
ip^nt^ you may perufe, in the note, a ftory 



Digitized by 



Google 



wWch, while k mil «xpofc to you tht 
frauds praftifed with regard to re/ifues, 
win lead you a!(b naturally to conclude^ 
that when th^ perfons out of whoixi devils 
ar« fuppofed, by P^pifts. to bp cafti arp 
treated as they were in the ftory I fliaH 
cjuote, there will always be a like fcene of 
gxoh iippoilure brpugbt to light *, 

"f In the year 1564, Prince Chriftopher of JJMiml 

imwng takei) # jowrney to Bonfcf, out of <few)tiop, the Popp, 

At bi$ 4^|>ftf tfli-ci ipadt him » (irof^ of « bf >F pf refi^m • 

whkh <9to fai» return U» F^ni. f^09 liMame J^WPiis m» ^l 

ibiit wnulry. S«ro« «tiiths hftd h vdljr pM3M, ^h«n 6>»« 

CDOok^ CEine io heg the life «f hts rrii^Me^ in order to r#- 

tiey« n van pplT^ffie^ by the dev^. The Pfincehaviug ^vm- 

I^Hetl with thieir itqyeft, the i»oK ms, wHh great folevmty, 

carried to chvr cb^ imd being appUsd to the body ^i ^i|a 

that was po(M*ed, the dwil preCenlJy wiefti out, wiA lipc 

^iiiuaces arid g^ftures uftifU on f^h pcf aAoos ; 4 mir^df I 

va« th-e inftjint cry of all the fpe^lort > whI the Prince km* 

felf bW^Ted God, with hainU And eyie« Hfred up f o ij«av^, 

for favouring him with fo powe;'f|ijl a t|rf«f|ire^ Not loi^ 

after, tb^ Prince being talking of i^bl^t b^ had ^H* fAd 

bofl^ijQg of tl>e virtue of bis retiques, ov^i^ ki\% gtfii^itmsfX 

fmiicd^ and, after many prooMfliesiof fArgiveiM^s, |ii^niiauj(ly 

told \imy that i^ their return froim Rome, be b^d V9^a|^y 

loft the box of rcliques, but fo^r fea^ i^i bii *nger, had c*u- 

f(;d another to be made as like as pofTiblc to the true onOj^ 

^'hich he b^d filled with all the little bones and otheit 
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And here I cannot but lament, with 

trinkets tBat he coold meet with : and that this was the box 
which the monks made hira believe had performed the mi- 
racle. The Prince fent next morning for the monks, and 
enquired if they knew of any dtewnmiac who had need of 
hii reliques. One was (bon found to ad his part in this 
fiurce, and the Prince cauied him to be exorcifed in his pre- 
fence* But when all they could do would not prevail upon 
. the devil to diilodge himfelf, the Prince ordered the monks 
to withdraw, and delivered over thepqfefid man to another 
kind of exorcifts, fome Tartars belonging to his flables to 
be well laftietl till he (hould confefs the cheat. The dssmo- 
niac at firil, thought to have carried it oflT by horrible gef- 
tures and grimaces, but the Tartars laying on their blows 
in good earneft, quickly moved the devil to confefs the truth, 
and beg pardon of the Prince.-^Next morning the monk^, 
who fufpeded nothing of what had pafled, being fent for 
again, in their prefence the man threw himfelf at the 
Prince's feet, and confefled that he was not poflcfled with 
the devil, nor ever had been in his life. The monks would 
have perfuaded the Prince that this was an artifice of the 
devil, who fpoke through the mouth of that man, but when 
iic called for his Tartars to exorcife another devil ihe father 
. qfUfSf out of them alfo, they began to change their lan- 
guage and confefled the cheat.-^Tho dtledion of this im« 
poilure had fuch an effe6bon the prince, that he, foon after, 
made open profeflion of the reformed religion. — See this 
ilory in Archbifhop Wake's Defence of theEx|)ofition of the 
Poftrine of the Church of England, Part 2d. p. 156— 7, or 
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Dr. Mead *, the prejudice which Chrif. 
tiaoity recdves from the perpetration of 
fuch pious frauds, or rather, as one may 
exprefs it, diabolical inventions. For 
though this trick of difpoffeffing the devil, 
may perhaps impofe upon a few ; yet the 
wifer fort who fee through the impofture, 
are but too often induced to believe, that 
a religion fupported by fuch frauds, hath 
Jio better fupport ; ?ind are Jed to reje£| 
-Chriftianity on account of the fhameleli 
arts to which they fee its profeffors have 
recourfe. 

Dre/wcoa»f'« Reponfe a M; le Landgrave Ernett, p. 34R^ 

• Quis non meritoirridet folennesiftosRoroaepoDtificum 
ritus.quibus exorcixantur, ut loqui amant, daemoniaci, 
dum homines geftus quofdani & furores, quales a malis gen& 
provenire putantur,riraulare doai, aquS luArali & precibw 
quibufdano, quafi incantainentis, fui compotes fieri, &« 
cacodasnaonibus liberari fefingant ? Verum ift« pr«ftigi», 
quantumvis oculis & menUbus ignarse plebis i'lludanij 
paullo tamen fagaciore. non mode offendune, fed & reverl 
ipfis nocent. Hi enim, dolo perfpefto, ad irapicteten,pro«i 
<duc^intur.— Medica SaprapKrf. 
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But, to return ; befidcs this power of 

difpofleffing of 4evilfi (which is the only 

Jlanding miraculous cure of the church of 

RQme)Jlandujg miracles of another kind, 

are boaftedof by Papifts,— Miracles which, 

upon examination, will dwindle into nicrc 

legerdemain tricb^ or at leaft, into efiefts of 

a fuperior acquaintance with the powers 

and properties of mattrial compofitiont. 

—The liquefa^ion of the congealed blood 

of St. Januarius performed annually at 

Naples, on the feftival of that faint, as it 

is the mod celebrated of all fuch miracles 

faid to fubfift in the church, deferves to be 

taken notice of by me. 

Kow that a fubftance, vifibly dry and 
folid, haying the appearance of coagulated 
blood, inclofed in a glafs hermetically fcal* 
cd, aftually does melt, while held by th€ 
prieft in his hands, and brought near to 
the faint's head, which is placed on the 
altar, is a fa£l which thoufanda of fpeOa* 
tors are cye-WitnefTes of, every year. But 
however extraordinary this m^iy feem, tQ 
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Tuppofe, as the Neapolitans do, that diere 

is any miracle in the cafe, would be tor 

make the experiment of the natural phi-^ 

h^ifphtr^ and the tranfmutations of the chy^ 

mift deferve this name ; as (bme of them 

are &r moit^ furpriztng than the liquelac* 

tion of this faint^s pretended blood. The 

jmrticnlar natural caufe is not^ indeed, ab<* 

folutely agreed upon* Some have imai- 

gined that the heat of the hands of the 

priefts, who keep tampering with the ;^^ 

al of blood, during the celebration of mafs^ 

will be fufiicient to make it melt ^. Others 

^ Dr. Middleton in his Letter from Rome» qwoiti^UkU* 
ion much to this purpofc.-^" But by whatever way (contU 
*^ nuea the Dodor) it be effected, it is plainly nothing tide, 
** but the copy of an old cheat of the fame kind, tranfacbed 
** near the fame places whicb Hwace n^akes Umfetf merry, 
^' with, in hit Journey to £r«ji</tf/iif]^; telling us« how th# 
'' prieib would have impofed upon him and his A-ionds, at i^ 
^* town called Gnatia, by perfqading them that the frankin* 
** cenfe in the temple ufed to diflblve and melt miraculouily 
" ofitfelf, without the help of fire."— Letter from Rome, 
p. 20^. 

The paflage of Horace alluded to, is as follows. 
■ Dchinc Gnatia lymphis 

Jratis exilruda dedit rifufquc, jocofque 
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again, have been inclined to believe that 
the liquefa6lion is cffe6led by the heat of 
vaft numbers of wax tapers of a moft enor- 
mous fize, with which thealtar is decked 
out, and many of which are placed fa 
conveniently, that the prieft can, without 
any appearance of defign, hold the glafs 
fo near to. them as to make it hot, and 
confequently difpofe.the indofed fubftance 
to melt. I fliould be inclined to fubfcribe 
to this opinion, had I not met with a more 
probable folution, I am informed (for I 
never tried the experiment myfelf) that a 
compofition oi crocus martis and cochineal 
will pcrfeflly refemble congealed blood ; 
and by dropping the fmalleft quantity of 
equa-fortis amongft this compofition^ its 
dry particles will be put into a ferment, 
ii)\i at laft, an ebullition is excited, and the 
fubftanqe becomes liquid. That a glafe 
may be fo contrived as to keep the aqua^ 

I>Hni flamma fine, thura llqiiefcere limine facro 
IVifoadere cupit : eredat Judspusappeil'a 

Kon egtv . 

Sat. v» L. L 
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JbrVis feparate from the dry fubftance, till 
the critical moment when the liquefaftion 
is to be efFefled, may be eafily conceived. 
And, in faft, the phial, which contains the 
pretended blood, is fo conftituted. It is 
fomething like an hour-glafs, and the dry 
fubftance is lodged in the upper divifion. 
Now in the lower divifion of the glafs a 
few drops of aquorfortis may be lodged, 
without furnifhing any fufpicion, as the co- 
Jour will prevent its being diftinguiflied. 
All the attendant circumftances of this 
bungUng trick *, are perfeftly well account- 
ed for, by admitting this folution. When- 
ever the prieft would have the miracle 
take effeft, he need only invert the glafs, 
and then the aqua-fortis being uppermoft, 
will drop down upon the dry fubftance, 
and excite ^n ebullition which refembles 
melting. And upon reftoring the glafs to 
its former pofition, the fpeftator will fee 
the fubftance, the particles of which have 

* i\lr- Addifon's exprefllor, in his Travels, auJ as Lefaw 
the miracle performed, when he whs at Naph's, his judg- 
ment oi ity is much to th<! purpofe* 
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been leparated by tht aqud-fortu^ Att^ 
down to the bottom of the glafs, in thfc 
fame manher that the fand runs through. 
—The Keapolittms (as fit fubjefis to be 
itnpofed upon as the moft fervile bigotry 
aid fuperftrtious credulity can make them) 
eiteem this annual miracle as a mark of 
the protection of Heaven, and whenever 
the blood fails to melt^ a general panic 
enfiies. Now, upon a luppofition that I 
have afligned the real caufe, the priefts can 
prevent the fuccefs of the miracle when- 
tvcr they pleafe; and accordin^y we 
know that they aftually do fo^ when they 
have any profpe£k of advancing their own 
intereft, by infufinga notion into the minds 
oftheiNfeo^^/zY^ni, that Heaven is angry 
with their nation *. 

But why do I fend you to the extremi* 
ties of ItaJy, to fee this notable miracle 
performed by Papijls? An itinerant chy- 

♦ Some few years ago llie court of Naples having quar- 
teWvA with the Pope, his Holinefs prevailed upon Januarii** 
not to let his blooi melt that year. 
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fiiifti fott>e yeaM ag<>, enttitained the Pro- 
t^ftaifit iuhftbitdnt^ ot Gfiot Britain, with 
iJw fam^ feat, for the fmall price of a (hil- 
ling ; aAd I ftm told thftt it is hjlanding 
ek^ok ift the experimetit^rooto of Mr^ 
King, who I helievCj does not pretend to 
be a eonjutef 5 or worker of miracles, oa 
theftt^ertgthOfit. 

4 

iTa mentioti any ttiorc Jianding mra- 
eies^ would be unneceflary, as none I 
ever heard of^ can vie, in reputation, with 
the ftiekirtg of Januanus\ blood, which, 
as we have fhewn, may be a trick worthy 
of a juggler, rather than a miracle per- 
formed by Heaven. 

♦ Not only the church of Rome, l)«t the Eaflern churdi- 
es alfo, have their (landing, annual miracles. An iiv^ance 
of which we have in MaundreU's account of his Journey 
from Aleppo to Jferufaleni ; where the reader wilffiod u 
particular defcriptlon of thfe manner in which the Patri- 
arch of the Armenituis, brings fii*e out of the. Holy Septtl* 
chre. This annually repeated operation carries fo v'x&lAj 
the air of an impofture, in the judgment of the ignofant 
Turks, that it dots infinite difiervice to the caufe oi Chriiii- 
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The pretended miracles of Paganifm 
and Popery, have^ I hope, been fufficient- 
lyexpofed by placing them in their true 
light,^ as being either the interefted con* 
trivances of impofture, or the fanciful mif- 
conceptions of credulity. But little has 
been done to eftablifh the credibility of 
the Gofpel miracles> if I reft here ; if I do 
not convince you, by an accurate view 
of the evidences fupporting them> that 
they can be eafily diftinguilhed from thofe 
Ijpmrious events of the marvellous kind, 
ivhich infidelity has fet up in oppofition 
tothem^ 

This tafk I now enter upon, and I (haH 
begin it by (hewing that the objeftions 
vhich efFeftually difprove the miraculous 
nature of thofe boafted cures of difeafes, 
juft examined by me, will not hold good 
when applied to the cures performed by * 
Jcfus, and recorded in the Gofpels. 

What then was the natural caufe which 
I aflfigned as adequate to bring about the ' 
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feur^s^attributed to the intercefliofl of the 
A^bbk Paris .^-^This appeared to be, ftrong 
itnpreflions made on the minds of fanci- 
ful, enthufiaftk perfops, by the confidence 
they had in praying to their faint. Novr 
it is evident, that this cannot be affirmed 
of many of the objefts reheved by Jefus. 

• /When Hif firft appeared as l worker of 
fhiracles, he flood fingly, backed by no 
feft, efpoufed;by no party. He was not 
revered^ from the beginning by any num- 
ber of followers, wrapped up with high 
notions of his fanftity, or opinion of his^ 
power ; but gained his followers in con^ 
fequence of the works which he perform-^ 
edi to make, himfelf known. Nay, far 
fi-om having any party^/^him, every body 
had the ftrongeft prejudices againft him* 
That he was a Galilean , and that he was 
^ cafpentcr's forty had this effeGt amongft 
the Jews. — ^^The fupplicants at the. tomb 
of the Abbi Paris were, previoufly to their 
application to him^ his followers and ad- 
mirers, and confequentjy, bad the ftrong- 
s 
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eft confidence to the cflBcacf of their «p 
plicfttioB. But bov ccidd the obTaite^ 
die defptfed Jefiks^ find the frrfi pcrfott 
who were cared by him, wkh their imnds 
thus aflScded, with a confideiice thi^ fixed 
on him?— True, indeed, when once hi» 
fame had gone about through Jluku^ mcA 
his reputation had been fpread by thofe 
whom he YaA heakd, then may we fop* 
' ptrfe that fbme of thofe who were bK>i^ht 
before him to be cured, had a confidence 
' and expeflation €^ reiie£ Yet, even in 
th» period of his miniftry, many cureft 
were performdi under fuch circum&ancov 
that the relief received could nee be owing 
to the alKn^ementioned caufe« In the 
cure of die Roman anturMt fenrant re- 
lated both by S^ MaU&tw^ and St. 
Luke ti we may obferve, that the fick per- 
fon was lying at home^ and that the ap* 

K plication for relief was not made to Jfitfi/^ 
by the Tervant himfelf^^but by hk mafler.. 

♦ Matth. Ch. Yiil, Ver. 5, &c. 

t Luke, the beginBing of tho 7th ChafiteE. 
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A fim^rinftatice we have in the cafe oi 
€kie noblenianV fon of Capernaum related 

Again ; trt have feveral inftances in the 

Gofpdty of cures performed otk perfons 

-who, though prefent, made no appHcation 

to J^/uf for relief, as not knowing at all, 

or clfe HOC belirnng that he had power 

to hea) theitt. Of thi» (ott are the cores 

4^ the infirm man lying at the Foolf ; of 

the man born blind % ; of the dropfical 

p«rfon^, and of him who had the withered 

hand IT. In all which cafes, there could 

be no knpreflions made on the miod* of 

the patents, that could contribute any 

thing to the relief received. 

But, fecondlyj though we Mfere to 

• Jolm, 4tk (A, 46tb Var. 

f JoImv <th Gk, intintiM b^miflf. 

X Ml), ptfadl (he Chapter. 

I Luke, Uth Chap. 8(1, Sd, and 4th Verfet. 

f Mark, SdClu^' S fiift Vttks. 

S 2 
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grant that every one cured by yejusha^dz 
confidence in the efficacy^ of their applica- 
tion to him, there is one very remarkable 
circumftance which clearly xlemonftrates 
that the benefit' they received could not 
be owing to this caufe. And this is — The 
fuccefs of the application to Jefus was 
equal on all the patients, and eyqry one 
who applied to him, was cured. This 
fa6l appears indubitably; frpm the Gof- 
pels *, and furnifiies us with the ftrorigeft 

* It may not be improper to confirm this, by coUedii^ 
the following texts —Healing all manner of ficknefe, and all 
manner of difeafe among the people. And his fame went 
through Syria, and' they brought unto him all fick people, 
tliat were taken with divers difeafes and torments, and thofe 
which were pofleffed with devils, and thofo which were lu- 
natic, and thofe that had the palfy, and he healed them, 
JMatth. iv. 23, 24. — And' he call out the fpirits with his 
word, and healed all that were fick, Matth. viii. l6.-^And 
Jcfus went about all the cities and villages, teaching in their 
Synagogues and preaching the Gofpel of the kingdom, and 
healing every ficknefs and every difeafe among the peo;^le, 
Matth. ix. 35. GreJ^t multitudes followed him and he 
healed them all, Matth. xii. J 5. And Jefus went forth and 
faw a great multitude, and was moved with compaffion to- 
wards them, and healed their fick, Matth. xiv. 12. And 
>ihen the men of that place had knowledge of him, they fent 
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argument that thefe cures could not be 
occafioned by the force of any impreflions 

o^t iiito all the country round about, and brought unto him 
all that were difeafed, and bi'Tought him that they might 
only touch the hem of his garment, and as many as touched 
liim were made perfedlly whole, Murk vi. 5, 6. — Now when 
tfce fun was fetting, ail they that had any fick with divers 
difeaies, brought them unto him, and be laid his hands on 
every one of them and healed them, Luke, iv. 40. — And the 
vrhole multitude fought to* touch him, for there went virtue 
cut of biro, and healed them all, Luke vii. Ip. — From thefe 
^ and many other texts which^ for brevity, I omit, I think it 
pidin, that every one who applied to Jefus was healed. In- 
deed there is one or two texts which, at Qril fight, m&y be 
thought to contradid this. We read, Mark vi. 5. That 
Jefus could do no mighty works there (in his own country) 
fave that he laid his bands upon a few fick and healed them. 
3ut what St. Mark tells us Jefus could not do, St. Matthew 
relates iimply, as what he did not do : and he did npt many 
mighty works there, becaufeof their unbelief; Matth. xiii, 
58. So that from comparing thefe two texts, it appears 
that if Jefus did not perform many mighty works in his ov^n 
pountry, this was not bccaufe there was any failure of pow?r 
in him ; but becaufe of their unbelief; which deprived him 
of opportunities of difplaying his mjraculous power, (as fipvr 
would, in this cafe, bring their fick to be healed by him) 
and which rendered it unfit that he (hould perform maqy 
inighty wGa;k$ among them ; as their prejudices agaii^il 
him, on account of his low eflate, would, he knew, make his 
piracies of no effeft. He, therefore, abfl^ined from perf 
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made on their minds. Fcr^ whence dees 
it Ittppen that the ftill of tnedicine 1ms 
never been able to find out any remedy 
that will have txaOly the iame efied; on 
every one that ufes it ? From this catife, 
evidently, that men's conftitutions differ 
a« much as do their &ces. Andt there- 
fore, it always will happen, that when vaR 
numbers of people try the fame remedy, 
fome of them will receive greater benefit 
than others, and many of them, tt is likely, 
will receive no benefit at alL — Now jfe^ 
fuss miniflry lafied between three and 
£our years, during all which fpace of time, 
he went aiout doing go&J, healing every in- 
frmity of the people : To that the number 
of thofe who applied to him for their 

forming them amongft his countrymen, benevolent even in 
this^ as their guilt would have been aggravated, if, io fpite 
of miracles, they had continued to rejeft the Oofpel. — And 
if, in other places of the Gofpels, wc find Jefus requiring 
faith, in the perfons who applied to him for relief, tharea* 
ion of this, was not that their faith was a caufe, which con« 
tributed to their cure, in a natural way, but only, that it 
rendered them fit objeds of having fo great a blefllng con- 
ferred on them. 



Digitized by 



Google 



cures* muft have been very great, admit*' 
ting^ therdbrc, that every one of them hft4 
a confidence in the efficacy of their appJi- 
cation, yet, that this confidence (hould 
|)raduce the fame eflfe^l, without any va« 
riation, on fo many perfons, is a thing & 
incredible, that he muft, indeed, be a« 
eafy believer, who can fuppofe k. Ob- 
ierve how it wa$ with diofe who appliol 
to the ^iii^ Pans. Were they all cured ? 
So far from this^ thatinconfiderable, vaftly 
fo, was the number of thofe who received 
any.henefit* The i7i«ianiiWm§/(f, therefore^ 
of the fuccefs of h many applications to 
y^/us, makes a remarkable diftin^aon be«* 
tween the cure$ aicribed to him, and thoic 
attributed to the A^Paris--^ diflference 
which points out a difierent caule. Had 
ten tfaou&nd perfons prayed to the hc^ 
for their cures, at the fame time, and ^/ ot 
them been immediately relieved 5 and if, 
for three or four years, every one who had 
made the lame application, had inet with 
the fame fuccefs, I ftould have juftly de.- 
ferved to be laughed at« had I afcribed aU 
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this to the caufe which, it is highly proba^ 
ble, effefted the fingle cure of Madame dc 
la Fojp, 

Since then it appears, that the cures afi- 
cribed to Jefus cannot be. accounted for, 
by that particular caufe, abovementioned, 
let us now fee in what other way they can 
be accounted for, without allowing them 
to be miracles. And there is apparently, 
no other evafion left but this — to fay that 
the fame cures would have happened, al- 
though Jefus had never been applied to, 
and that his word or touch contributed as 
little to the effefts produced, as the ftriking 
of a clock contributes to any particular ef- 
feft produced at the fame inftant, by the 
operation of its proper caufe. But fure- 
ly, they who can ferioufly urge this ob- 
jeftion, do not fufficieritly attend to th« 
following circuiiiftances. 

• Had the word or touch o^ Jefus concur-^ 
red only with a few cures, while in other 
cafes no efFc6l followed from them, then^ 
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indeed, there might have been room Ibr 
arguing, that the cures attributed to him 
would have happened, though he had 
-never fpoken the word^ or touched the pa- 
tient. But it was not once or twice, or 
-a few times, that Jefus^ interpolition, and 
,the recovery of a fick perfon, concurred ; 
butj I may fay in innurtierable inftances; 
the experiment was tried on vaft multi- 
tudes, labouring under all poflible variety 
of difeafes, and never tried in vain. Can 
it, therefore, be faid that all thefe cures 
might equally have happened, although 
the patients had never been brought to 
Jefusf At this rate, be fo kind as toaf- 
certain when and in what cafe, we can 
difcover that any particular caufe has ope- 
rated. 

' What ftrengthens my obfervation is this 
That not only did the application to Jefus^ 
and the cure always concMx ^ as often as the 
experiment was tried; but, farther, they 
concurred injlantaneoujly. No fooner was 
fhe word fpoken by him, but the cripple 
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walked, the deaf heard, the dumb fpaket 
the blind favr. A concurrence fo exad, 
(b critical as this, excludes all other caufec 
from having any ihare in the operatki^ 
For to imagine it pcflible that this concur- 
reoce could be quite accidental, in fuck a 
multiplicity of trials, and upon e^fery trial, 
is as wild an opinion, as it would be to 
imagine that it could ever poflibly happen, 
that for three or four years* all the fid 
peribns in London (hould recover at tj» 
inftant when St. Pauh clock flrisck ontu 
w^This then is the qual^cation I require, 
before we can be warranted to jNPonounoe 
a cure to be miraculous, though infUnta* 
neouCly connefled with means naturaUy 
mi\x^Q:\tMr-Thc cmcuhrence and c^nnec^ 
Hon mujt he obferved to fubjtft, not only in 
many injiancesj but in every in/lance where 
tks experiment was made. And thi$ qua- 
lification undoubtedly belongs to the cures 
afcribed to Je/us; but to none other of 
all thofe boafted works kt up in oppofi«» 
tion to them. 
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Add to tliis^ that in brii^iog aboiA 

the cures attributed to the Jbbi Pans^ 

mad, in general, all the cures afcribed, by 

credulous Roman CaihoUcs^ to theinterpo- 

fition of their faints^ no living agentt vifi- 

bly, interpoles* Their iaints, fo far as an/ 

body can difcover^ give no (igns of fuch 

interpofitions, the cure does not folloir 

any thing faid or done by them, and^ con* 

fequently, the fpe^tors are left atibll 

liberty, to call in whatever cade reafbn 

may di£late, or fancy fuggefL But no 

fuch objedion can be made againft the 

miraculous interpofition of Jefus. The 

cures attributed to him^ healfo claimed as 

his works. He fpake the word, or touch* 

ed the patient, or he prayed to Heaven* 

or he made clay and anointed the ey«f * 

afierting at the fame time, that thefe his 

words or anions were the caule of the 

cures* 

But why need I be at fo much pains to 
fhew that no natural caufe brought about 
the cures attributed to j€fus, when we 
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know that fome of them were fuch as no 
natural caufe could poflibly bring about ? 
— Itideed, in general, we reafon much in 
the dark when we give our opinion as to 
a difeafe being /?fl/2^ra/^ curable or riot. 
The learned faculty^ who certainly are the 
bell judges, cap give but little fatisfaftion, 
on this point. For experience muft fur* 
xiifti us with inftances of fick perfon?, 
abandoned as incurable, by one phyfician^ 
cured through the fuperior {kill, or, perr 
^tiaps, better luck of another; and with 
inftances of others who, pronounced itv 
curable by every phylician, have, by try- 
ing fome remedy, the prefcription of 
whim or fuggeftion of Taney, been com- 
pletely cured. At beft, even the phyfi- 
cian, can, in moft cafes, only give his conf- 
je6lure ; for till phyfic proceed upon furer 
principles than it dqe^ in, its prefent ftate, 
the fkill of the beft phy (ician, is in gene- 
ral, but conje6lure. However, I think, 
amidft all this ambiguity and darknefs — a. 
difeafe may, with certainty, be pronounc- 
ed incurable in a natural *way^ when the 
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txirk cannot be effefted without exerting 
a power of creation — Now, though phy^ 
fi clans who have treated of the difeafes 
cured by y^/wj have, certainly, gone too 
far in reprefenting them ^//*,as naturally 

• Thomas Bartholin de Morhis BibUds^ apud Crenii Fa€- 
ciculum,. torn. 5. Roterodam, l695, — Galklmus Ader 
Enarratio de Mgrot^ 4* Morhis in EvangcL spud Tra^lak' 
Biblic. in Critic. Sacr. p. 3360, S367. torn. 9. Lond. — 
Bartholin alfo quotes one Mercurialis, who had written (d 
the fame purpofe. Dr. Mead^ in his Mtdica Sacru, does adt 
carry the matter fo far. For though he expreiles hirafelf of 
opinion — that the woman cured by Jefus, of an iiTue of 
hlood, o( twelve years continuance ; and the other who was , 
cured of an in/irm habit of body, with which ihe had beeii 
-benty for two and twenti/ years^ could have received no reiictf 
in a natural way, — yet be is far from alTerting any fuch 
thing with regard to the cures of the palfy» epilepfy, and 
mudnefs, which two lafl difeafes, be is of opinion, were th^ 
connplaints of 1 he perfons . called damoniacs. And here I an 
^naturuUy le<l to fay fomewhat on this particular miracle fa 
often afcribed to Jefus in the Gofpels, the accounts of which 
the enemies of Chrrftianity have treated with fo much ridU 
cuV, aii(i which many of the moil learned amongd Chriftian^ 
have thought liable to great difficulties. Certain -it ts (hat 
-the cures of dasmoniacs recorded in the New Teftaflaent| 
.lid\e been the fuurce of an infinity of fcenes of impofture, 
>ini{ been imitated with fuch glaring marks of fraud, as.hav^ 
^ivea our adverfaries a pretence to dart their opprobrious 
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idctmibk ; tiiere are fame df them wlucii 
weie tmdoabtedlyy beyond the power ci 

ttontsttt nUgimftriiidt needs not t1ieftftftaBC0(tfihuid^i 
IkoogL fraud, alat! has been but too often applied to by 
fotne of its Unworthy profeflbrs. 

HoweTer, let us fupp^Dfe, according to the prerailing 
cqpinlM assongft CkrUHansi that iht diMnoinacs of the Hew 
TeKanNfiit kbonrtJ imder d\tetin/»pematm'$Uy inflidedy 
aa^ that their frantic fyaiptons wete «wing to thm Wing 
poAflhd by d9mons> yet I eanaot km why ^s ^onid be 
treated witli (q much ridkule. The eMiftenoe of d«aon»^ 
^sfperior^ hitlA))e beings, will hattUy be denied } and admit- 
ting then* extdenee, who wiH be fo bold as to aiert tfaaf It 
it abflird or unreafonable lo Itfppdfe that God flM)ald permk 
Ihefe beings (who can never interfere hi the pivemnefit of 
Ae wortd but by God^s pcrMiiBon on fome e^ttraordlnaiy 
e«t8fiott9) at that extraordinary period, when ChrMHani^ 
«M fa be eonirmed by al^ the variety of miraclesy to bv- 
eMbe the iniftruttients of infif^ng dlleaff s, that the power ctf 
Mus and his Apoltles, over the inhabitants of the iirvifibls 
^orldy Might be the better demopftratedf lliispermWoa 
t^ the Deity cannot be charged wi^ any ahfardity, bwc by 
the iboraer, wha can, with equal eaie, drei^uplbeiiielt 
Vtident dedu^ons of reafon, in a garb of rfdlenie«-^lto 
ran theilifpidons of fraud and collnfiun fo vifible, as I ch* 
ftnred above, in the exorcidng of dsemoniacs, amongft the 
Fkipifts, be appHcable to the inflances of fuch cures recorded 
In the Kew Teftament, becattfe Jcfns did not reft his dafm 
fobe.a worker of miracles on them alone, (which is the 
ehlb hi tie inftances where we fufpeA fraud) but performed 
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miraah means^ to cure, bccaufe diey doit* 
fitted inrcftoring audmed members, whick 

rffe ^ tail Tsriefy of oth^r cttrti, md, hiMm tm^ musf 
woriw wbteh wtro in ibeirown natures mirMoloiM^ and 
which rmnov€ all grounds of fufpicion m ta there Mngany 
ffattd or coUufion in the performance of thi$^ 

But while I think myfelf fuflXciendy warranted to^delbai 
the oomiaimly received notion about tU d^mottia^s of tto 
New Teftament from the ridicule of the infidel, I muA, af 
the fame trn», obferve that the rery karned and able aa* 
lh«r (f the Enqwiry into the Meaning rfthe Dmm^aiMci, lia» 
taken attoth^ way of putting a ^ap to the oh^oatt t^ 
cavillew cm this head, Uy his attempt to pro^ that the tev 
moniaca cured by Jefua did not labour under any difeafe 
Aipematorally infliaied. And indeed this ^etns to be cer^ 
tain, that all the fymptoms afcribed to them by the Evan^ 
gflAi^ are (Uch as belong to difeafes whofe natural eaufes w^ 
nan a%n. In/unorum h^c /itnt otmria (all the particukf 
fym^ni of the d«moniacs, are to be met with in perfena 
who are frantic) £f^yt T>u Mead in his MtUca Sacra, p. 66: 
And if one of his jfeill in medicine gives this judgment, ftw 
will care to difput^ it. 

But the grwitvft difficulty in this fcheme is ftill bebio4« 
For admitting thai ail the fymptoms afcribed to the Scrip* 
ture daHnoniacs are to be found in mad people, yet does ool 
tte Scripture pofitively fay, that this madnefs was feperna/-^ 
tlirally inffided ? And how can the many texts in which 
mention h made of Jefus's rebuking the unclean fpiri^, of 
kis converftng with them, of his cafting them out, be rccoo^ 
died with the opinion which makes the difeai^ of thele pw 
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could not be done without exertifig i 
creative power. I need not inform youy 

Iknts a mere natural madnefs? — For an anfwer to theft 
fi^eraingly infuperable dif&cultics^ I refer the learned reader 
to the Enquiry into the Meaning of the Dctmoniacsy and 
the farther Enquiry ^ by the fame eminent hand, who had 
done more than at £rft fight one could imagine pofiihle, to 
lemove tb^fe difficuhies^ by giving fuch interpretations of 
the texts which fland moil in the way of his fchcme, as,) 
vben compared with certain opinions and prejudices, enter- 
tained by the Jews in our Saviour's time, will in his opi« 
aion, reconcile them to his hypothecs, that the dsemoniacr 
of the New Teftament laboured under difeafes merely natu-. 
tal. — lie has obierved, what muft be allowed to be true^- 
ihat the Jews attributed to the influence of evil fpirits, all 
difeafes \^hofe fymptoms were' extraordinary, and in parti* 
cular thofe by which the body was diilorted, and. the mind 
difturbed with melancholy or frenzy. Dr. LightfopVi words 
are ** Judssis untatiiTiHium erat morbos quoCdam graviores,* 
** eospraefertim quibus vel diilortum eft corpus vel men» 
•* tprbata & agitata phrentfi, malis fpiritibus attribucre.*' 
Hor. Hob. ad. Matth. xvii. 15. And Maimonides is quoted 
ly the fame writer, Hor Heb. ad Luk. xiii, 11, as telling 
u& that the Jews called every fort of melancholy an evik 
^irit — and as explaining evil fpirit to mean only difeafe.^- 
That the idea of being poffefled with a dxmon was always 
annexed to that of madnefs by the Jewsj the author of the 
Enquiry fliewsalfo from feveral paffages in the NewTe(la^ 
ment, fee John vii. 20. Matth. xi. 18. John viii. 48— 55/ 
and John X. 20- In .the lafl text we read. Many fold ^« 
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v^o tre acquainted with the force 6f die 
origiinal word^ that tbk wa6 the cafe^ with 

hath a idevil cM if mtd. Hete tnadaef* \% inipatecl (o mII 
Saviour, and the imagined cattfe is — be hath a deviL 

This then being the cafe ; every madman being thought^ 
by thofe with whom Jefus converfed, atid td i^hom th^ Ev£til« 
ge)i(h wrote, t&be polfefled with a 4aiti9tty J^ul in tfttHo^ 
fucb patients, and Ike Evangelifts in relating Ibeir Mreiiy 
according to the plan of the author of the Enquiry , tdakes 
ufe of the terms which cuftom had ihade technical. When 
once tvords are applied by Univetfad ^ttftonr to ftrch &ii<l 
fuch diforders, ho^^ver ill grounded, filly, or fepfUJUliuVI 
the words bo, originally, they muft be made ufe of by every 
one who fpeaks of thefe diforders, in order to hi$ btsing un- 
deiKbod. Nor catv il be thoogbA tbAt Jefus^ by a^^mmo^ 
dating his tenpiage to iW pifovai1iB|^ 0)^1 men Hbout lli# 
caufe of madnefS) gate any countenance to this fuperftitious 
bypothefis. At this rate a philofdpher wiio talks of the 
fun's rifing or fetting, may b^ fold to eottnteniinee the e^» 
ploded fyftem of Ptolemy .»^'' Jefus made uie of words 
**^ whieb cultom had iandified ; and his buiiatf^ was to euro 
^' the dilbaiea beibre him^ He kas faid nothing to affirn^ 
*< or d#hy the ]po^er of daemons^ ner was il to his prnpofea 
«* but^ ke tifed Ike Uagwag^ that others did^ and fpoke ol 
<> diilemfer* aflf now apbyfician would^ Ihat ihould uje the 
V comneitf tefm» of «rty without affirmisg or denying the 
"eaufeoffbedifeaff by focblapgu^e/' Farther Enquiry, 
p«r V^ Sook^ in gtnevaly are the principles of this authoiv 
Mid i£ it (kouMbe thought that he kas failed in proving hit 
poinl^ijpii4ta^lem«»f hf»fnton^^^^^^^ ^^ tooharih to 

T 
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regard to the %9>Mi, the maimed^ who aft 
We learn from St. Mdnhcw, ch. xv. ver^ 30* 
were amongfl: the perfons who received 
their cures from Jefiis: and one would 
indeed be a caviller, who could affert that 
a blindnefs from the roother^s womb (and 
fuch blindnefs was cured by Jefus) which 
muft have arifen from (bme original de- 
fe6l in the organs of vifion, did not alfa 
require a power of creation, in order to be 
removed. 

After all ; though none of the cures per- 
formed by Jefus had required the exertion 
of a creative power to effeft them, we 
fhould, neverthelefs, have had inf^lible af- 

be admkted, this, at leai!^ mufl be alBwet? to hrm, <^ t&a(( 
*^ the caufe of Chrift is not afie^ed by the fotution he main- 
" tains. _ Fpr in both cafes a rcaT miracle is done; the per- 
'' fon affe^led is cured ; and the evidence arifing from mi- 
*• racle, for the truth of Chriftianity, is e^ally ftrong. The* 
•< miracle is the fame, if the pcrfon be enured, whatever is* 
•* the caufe of hisdiilehsper, whether it proceeds from un* 
'^ clean fpiritsi and their operations upon hdman bodies ;; 
•* or from any defeat or from any pretei-natural and extra* 
*• ordinary motions in them." Preface to the En^iry^ 
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fu ranee, that they were pferfortoed miri* 
Culoufly, and by a perfon veiled with a fu- 
pernatural power. For though Jefus went 
about healing every infirmly ef tkepeopUr 
he did not reft his claim to be a worker 
of miracles on his power of healing, alone^ 
His hiftory furniflies us with a variety of 
works performed by him, the performance^ 
of which was/ indifputably beyond the 
reach of any natural caufes^ 

Some, indeed, who, of late years, have 
written againft the force of the argument 
drawn from, miracles* in order to evadei 
this, have urged, that we have no certain 
rule by which to judge Whether an event 
be miraculous or no ; becaufe wecant^ot^ 
be certain how far the powers of natural 
caufes may pofTtbly reach. — But, in anfwer 
to thisi it has been moft juftly remarked;? 
that though, in/owe cafes> we have no cer-; 
tainty how far the powers of natural cau- 
fes may extend ; yet are, we eihh to 
pronounce, with the greateft certainty, in 
0/her cafes, how far they cannot extend. 

T 2 
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Ftkttkiihtiy, Mrhen^rer an efieft happen 
which is, it^idefttly and knQbly, contra* 
cS£lory to laws known to be fixed and 
oftabfifbed in nature, we may pronounce 
tfrkh certainty, that fuch an cffeEk cannot 
be attoanted fer, but by admitting the in« 
terjjdfition of a caufe over-rnling and fu£- 
jfcnding theeftabhfhed courfe of things. 
AikI if we examine the works of J^UJ 
recorded in the Gojpek^ we (hall find many 
of them to be of this kind. 

For, cart any power of natural caufes 
(Convert water into wine? Can it be poffi- 
ble^-^iff a natural way, to feed thoufands, 
with a few fmall loaves and fifhes, and£> 
zs that the fragments left fhoukl greatly 
exce^ the original qnamity of the food? 
Could it be owing to any natural caufe 
Uiat 7^i walked oh the fea, and caufed 
^e tetnpefl to ceafe at his command?--^ 
In a word',-— who can be fo pervfcrfea* 
to affirm, th^ the dead could be raifed 
itom their graven, and the fpiritual prln^ 
clple rc*uni^ to the Iifek& corpfe^ bua 
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by the intcrppfitica of the feme (swfri 
which firfl hreMhed ipto the imxivm\& 
clay the breath of life? All thefe and many 
Qther (uch fft6ls, recotded of jfefus,-^e in 
their own natures miraculous, and cpofe'^ 
qyeatly thou^ I Ihouldn6th?iveiie«BOV«d 
all your doiubt« with regaitd fo th^ .esrci 
performed hy ^hinj, we ftoi#:ftill h%m the 
xnoll fadsfyiogproofs^hts being » -wmk" 
€r of mirnclc^. 3ttt } fep ,i>«t v^y jwe 
ihould npt^fi^ ^ppfiplhhisjeunesas £9 
many miracles ; for though j^ ^ircttfa* 
fiances of them, which I have mentioned, 
yraoXd not have ieftsfb|li(hf4 i^is ^ ypur 
cp»vi^oB, ss I ihppe they hayf,/y«t J 
fljpuld look up»n it fis the hei^t.pf ^bfw4 
fcepticifm 19 doubt jvhcthcr ^^ ,?f3^ 
cure the parstyiaq, pt the bhwl nhoam 
fcehimjcaifii^g teaflwrujr, the^i^pw'jsfoife 
theruler of .thefyfiftg!9gui€ls da»gl«er, and* 
Jftftly, toimfelf, from the 4^$ or -to |w©» 
•tend, xhat the periop «i)io .<$opld ex4rt A 
<^eative. power iQ,turd^H?g waier.into wwe^ 
t^td ^ ffiiAltiplyi^ a'few loasres a«dr£fliei^ 
^o 4s IP be rpp4 fpr t^opfiui^ ^f people. 
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is not to be believed, when he claims to 
himfelf the power of healing the fick. 

Having oflfered what muft be looked 
upon as abundantly fufficient t6 fhew, that 
4§ll the extraoromary works afcribed to 
Je/uSf were fuch as required the exertion 
of fupematural power, I come now, as I 
propofed, to produce the proofs, that fuch 
a fupematural power was moft uhdoubt* 
edly, exerted by him, as is related in the 
NewTeftament, 

When I examined the miracles reported 
to have been performed amongft the Pa» 
gans, and amongft Chriftians fince the 
publication of the Gofpel, I laid down 
fome general rules, by which we may try 
them, one and all, wherever they occur, 
and which will fet forth the grounds upoA 
which we fufpefl: the accounts of them to 
be falfe. And we found, that none of 
thefe boafted wonders could be affigned, 
which were not liable to one or more of 
the following objeftions, each of which i« 
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a fafficient ground for rejefting the pattu 
Gular fafts that are afFcfted by it. . What 
then were thefe objefl;ions? Firft, that 
they were not pubHfhed to the world till 
long after the time when iaid to be peri^ 
formed* Secondly, that they were not. 
publilhed in the places .where it is pre^ 
tended the;y were wrought, but only pro^ 
pagi^ted at a great diftance from the fup • 
pofed fcene of aftion. Thirdly, tha| if^ 
the accounts of them were publifhed at^ 
the time when, and at the places wher$ 
they are reported to be performed, the 
circiimftances under which they were pub* 
liflied, favoured their pafling without esc^r 
amination, and fcreened them from de^ 
tc£lion. 

Thefe, then, being the grounds upon , 
which we fufpeft thofe accounts of mirar 
cles to;be iaJfe^ I cannot take a more ef^ 
fe6lual way to convince you that the 
Gofpel miracles are true, thai? tp {he\^ 
ithat none of the above groun(|s of. fufpir , 
cipij pan be applied to them, by proving, 
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firft, that t^ey wer^ puhliflwi att the iunc 
irhen; iecondly, thejr were pabUlfaed 
|it the places where f?id to be performed { 
Und thirdly, that the ciecumfiances ttoder 
whkh they were pubi^bed, are fiiicfa a< 
fatbfy tts they underwent a cfltrefu)«9caiii4^ 
fiatidi, and mt^ have beeti dete^^ b>4 
fhey bpea lnipoft(»«s. 

And thoagh the eftc^llflikig of thel^ 
joints yfia prove that the tcftqnony for 
iht mirades believed by "Ae IVotdlaiit 
Chriftian isj/fw/i^«f, th?rti th$t urged for 
the miracles hf rejcfts, aiw!,<Kjijfe<juemly, 
"wAl warrant his making'die diftintftiofl, he 
0oes, between them ;«-4n order to Temove 
every ground pf cavilling, I (hall not te^ 
the merits of my caufe here, but proceec^ 
ftill farther, by aitt^ptk^g«o firovie, iirft, 
tiuait the te^iiflotoy Mi^iehtopportB the mtr 
rack» recorded in the'^w T«fta)netit, is 
ifKAoR\yJt^(r than that <#hich fupports 
fmy pretetided woodeft, btit alio that k is 
xhsj^iMgefi that <an be fuppi^d, or dMrt, 
fhcmi the tiatqre of the i)tlng, cojuldi be 



Digitized by 



Google 



281 

had $ and fectmdiy, tha( beSdes the unex« 
ceptionahle proof frcwn teftimow^, tht 
credibility of the Gofpei miracles n 
firengthened by collateral evidences^ pe^ 
culiar to tfaem£blv», and of the mc^ ftrik* 
ing nature. I muft beg your attention 
%^hile I go through all |;be;|e particulars, 
^nd Ihall begin with proving, that the 
DbjeHions which have been fhewn to af» 
fe£^ the teftimopy for the miracles which 
we rejefl:, are not applicable to the tsfttp 
W^ny for the ti^iracl^i which wb belieVev 

WML, tlwen, the miracles of J^uf^ were 
pubhfliedand appealed to at the very time 
when faid to be per^med. We have 
Ihewn that many of the moft boaited \roii-* 
iflers of Pugan^ and Feptry cannot 1)0 
traced np p any cotemporary witnefles, 
and were not heard of till length of time 
Jiad thrown a vefl over <he impofturp, 
I^Jbw we have ^R the certainty that tan be 
had foi- a matter of this kin^, that the fame 
dbjeftlbn does iiot Ife agmril i||e to^ 
dfthfc§t)fpeL 
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It would be extremely impertinent iit 
toe to enter upon a proof that the books, 
in which we have an account of the mira- 
cles of Jefus, are as old as the time they 
lay claim to. What was never difputed 
by the enemies of Chriftianity in its earlieft 
ages, when opportunities and means of in- 
quiry were to be had, would be denied 
with a very ill grace, and with very little 
probability of fuccefs, after feventeen hun- 
dred years have elapfed. It is fufficient 
to obferve, at prefent, that every rule of 
criticifm by which the genuinenefs of 
ancient books is eftabliihed, gives tefti'* 
mony to the genuinenefs of the books of 
Ae New Teftament, to its being the work 
of thofe authors whofe name it bears. 
Internal marks of fpurioufnefs, ^ich have 
generally overturned the credit of fuppofi* 
titious writings, never have been, nor ever 
can be produced, E^cttrnaU corrobora* 
ting teftimonies, cannot be fuppofed 
Ilronger, thian thofe we can urge, to prove 
that our lacred books are npt the work of 
?iny later age. We can trace them up 
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from century to century, till we arrive at 
tlic very period when they are faid to have 
been written. We can trace them up, I 
fay, mentioned by the writers of every 
age, and quoted by a chain of authors, 
beginning with cotemporary ones, whofe 
'works the fevereft critics cannot fet afid^ 
without deftroying all certainty, without 
giving up the genuinenefs of every ancient 
produ6lion*. 

But, granting the books of the New 
Teftament to be the genuine produftions 
oFthofe, whofe names they bear, ftill you 
will objeft (as I remember you have ob- 
jefted to me) that it will not follow from 
this, that the miracles of Jefus were pub* 
liflied and avowed, till long after, the time 
afligned for them. The Gbfperof 5/. 
jT^^An, you obferved, is not thought to have 
been written, at leaft, not to have beca 

♦ The reader who would fte the collateral fuppbrt of the 
genuinepefti and aritiquity of the New Tt;ftainenty at coii« 
£rni«d by other writing^y may he fatjsfied by U>okU)g info 
. J^ardner's Credibility of the GofpclHiftory* 
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publifhed, till 60 years after the death of 
'jtfvj^ about the year 97. SL huh did 
pot write his Gofpel, jf the evidence pf 
antiquity is to be taken, till after the year 
pf Chrift 61— tliat is, twenty-fevep yearg 
after his death. St. AC4r^, indeed, wrote 
before thefe two Evangfiifts, but two 
years pD(lerior K^SL Matthew, the earlieft 
of all the Gofpel hiftorians; dijdfSif. M4^ 
tkao never was affirmed by aoy poje, to 
have written before the year 41 — that is, 
eight after the death of Jeftu, thoctgh 
others, perhaps, with better authority, fif 
the date of his Gof|«l many years lowor. 
From tbefe faSs, admiued by Chriftiaw, 
you inferred, that granting the Gofpds to 
be^nuine, ftiU,thehigheft antiquity aj^ 
pi them can boaft of, cKmssVciott,/evgral 
yuan, of the^me vhenjthc«iiracles,4hcre 
yelated, are faid to have been perfbrpacd ; 
ani confequeutly, dhat the teOimony ibr 
the miracles of Jefm cannot be feid to 
have J>een pubJiChed, till length of /Hmo 
4iad fendeced an examination <tf their 'pre* 
ienfiotts, difficuft to be fct about. 
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I ifa\te> fadrly, reptefented the fiiiengtH 
of year objeftion and what follows is, in 
my opinion, a fujfficient anfwer. 

Writers in defence of Chriftidnity, have, 
indeed, contented themfelves, in general, 
with tracing up the teftimony of the Gof- 
pel miracles to the time when the htftories 
of them were written : and they thought 
this fuflBcient, becaufe, though that time 
be pofkrior, by many years, to any oFthe 
fafts, yet it was not fo long after, but that 
many who had it in their power to deteft 
the fraud, if there was any, muft have bSert 
ftill alive. But, fir, it is not merely from 
the Gofpels that we Chriftians infer that 
Jefu/s miracles were publicly avowed \tk 
his own time.— No;~though the Oofpels 
had never been written, we (hould ftiH 
have had fufficient grounds for affirming 
this. However paradoxical this aifertfoft 
may fecm, it can be well fupported. For 
grant us only this conceflBon (if what wa« 
never difputed can be called a conceffion) 
that Jefus lived and died at the time Chrif^ 
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dans kyht Aid; and this^ of itfetf^ will 
prove that his preten&on to miracles was 
coxval with him* 

That a new religion was taught hy ye^ 
fus^ is confirmed by the concurrent tefti- 
raony of all antiquity, oijewijh and Pagan^ 
as well as of Chriftian writers ; and is alfo 
evident from the change which we know 
was introduced into the ftate of religion ; 
which change all hiftory fixes to that 
very period which Chrillians affign for it. 
And that Jtfus's claim to miracles was 
coaeval with the firft publication of Chrif- 
tianity is obvious ; becaufe the whole fu- 
perftrufture of Gofpel doftrines and pre- 
cepts is built on this foundation. For 
unlefs Jefus had wrought miracles, at the 
very tin^e he taught, he muft have defeat- 
ed his own preachings Upon no other 
grounds but the authority of God being 
with him, manifefted by miracles, could 
he hope for fuccels amongft the-believers 
of a former revelation fandioned by the 
miracles of Mofes, and the Prophets \m. 
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facceflbrs. Befides, that Jcfus laid clahn 
te miracles may be inferred from the cha*. 
rafter which we are as certain heaflumed^* 
as we are certain he exifted. — I mean that 
of his being the Meffiah expefted by the 
Jews. For as the Meffiah was marked in 
their prophecies, as one who (hould per- 
form miracles, the claim oijefus to be this 
illuilrious perfon neceffarily fuppofes a 
claim to. thofe extraordinary works which 
the Meffiah was expefted to perform. — 
Add to this— That the great fundamental 
do6lrine of Chriftianity — the redemption 
of mankind by Chrijl's dying for ourJtnSf 
and rifing again for (mr jujlijication, fup- 
pofes a miracle the moft flriking that can 
be imagined* The refurreflion oi Jejus 
from the dead muft have been publicly,^ 
afferted wherever Chriftianity was preach- 
ed, for it is the very corner- ftone of the 
religion. If Chrift be not rifenfrom thfi^ 
dtady both the preaching of the Apojile^ and 
th^ faith of the convert would have been 
vain. 
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Though, therefore, the wrttteaaCcottntt 
of the miracles of J4usr that is, the Gof* 
pels, were not pabliflicd till many years 
after his death, yet, as we kaow, forcer- 
tain, that Chriftianity was preached during 
the whole intervening time ; and, as wc 
are equally certain, that it couJd not be 
preached without laying claim to mira- 
cles; for thefe reafons, I think royfelf 
warranted to conclude, that the miracles 
afcribed to the founder of Chriftianity, do 
not labour under the firli defea of t<^i- 
mony, which has been ihewn to affcp 
many of the pretended miracles fet up in 
Oppofition to them, but were coasval with 
Ae preaching of Chriftianity, and openly 
jm>wed at the very time when they are 
fiiidtohav^ been wroogbt. 

But, fecondly, not only were the mira* 
cles afcribed to "jefiif, publicly attefted 
before length of time rendered an exami- 
nation of the pretenfion, ^ffict^; th«y 
were, alfo, attefted at the very plac«» 
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whiere th/d&Qnt of them was laid. )UnKke, 
in .^bis^.toioany of the lying wonders, the 
reporters ^f which Jhave wifely guarded 
againfl: a deteSioi;! of the inipofture, by 
publipiingj^m at jRich a diftancCf from 
iixe .pret^i^ed/fcene of aSion, that no exa« 
mination CQuld :be made* It ihas been ob« 
je6bd^ indeed,.that of jbhe written accounts 
qf J^us's miracles,, only .one. of them, iS^, 
Mattbew'Sj is .affirmed to have been .pub« 
lilhed on ^the fpot: and that the other 
thcee Gofpels, .were written at fvich a dis- 
tance i* from Judaa, where vthe miracles 
iMre/iaidto have J>een pedforpaed, as put 
it out of ievery one's powqr, into whofe 
liaiKk 'they came, of examining into the 
^ruth of 4Jie 'fafls cpntaiped in them. — 
Now, I grant that the matter of your ob- 
jeftion cannot be denied ; for threip of the 
-Gofjpels w^re .publifhed at a vjifldifl^ince 

♦ TheOofpel af St. WarJt isfupppfedto have been writ- 
l^n ^t.Rpme ;^St.,Lifl^e*s, ^pcording tc f9nje, at Romealfo, 
tl^ough others ^xyill I^ave it, in Ore^ce : ^t. John's Gofpel aU 
agree to have been written at Ephefas. 

U 
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from the fccne of Jefuss miracles. .But 
thotigh I were to allow that this was alfo 
the cafe of the fourth Gofpel, your caufc 
would not, in the leaft, be benefited ; bc- 
caufe we could ftill prove unexception- 
ably, that Jtfus\ miracles were firji pub- 
lifhed and avowed at the very places where 
the fcenes of them are laid. For^ from 
what was obferveci under the foregding 
head, we know that wherever Chriftianity 
was preached, miracles were appealed to. 
Now as JudcBa y^as the fcene of all the mi- 
racles oi Jefus, fo yt)u cannot deny that 
it was in Judaa where Chriftianity was 
firft preached, and confequently that the 
miracles appealed to by the firft preach* 
ers of it, were appealed to on the very 
fpot. 

And as the miracles of Jefus^ were pub- 
lifhed at the time when, and in the places 
where faid to be wrought, fo, it is very 
remarkable that the reporters of them do 
not content themfelves with afferting Je- 
Jus's miraculous power, m general ^hyit are ' 
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M ^ins-to defcend to f articular h&s duvi 
iti&^nCes of this power, which they relate 
wkh all their circumftances— a method 
this which put it in every; body's power to 
fotisfy himfelf of the truth or faHchood of 
what they report* 

When reports of niiracles are deficient 
in this qualification, little credit can be 
paid tbtheiti, becaufe the perfons to whom 
Ihey are propofed^ ire left in the dark as 
tb eVery particular riecefTary to be exa-^ 
hiined j before they can know whether they 
are impofed upon or not. 

But if we take the Gofpels into out 
hands, and examine the accounts we have 
t)f the miracles recorded of Jefus^ we 
Ihall, at firft fight, obferve that every thing 
is mentioned by the reporters of them, 
that could be neceffary to furnifh meana 
for inquiring into their foundation dnd 
certainty.-— Ihey affert that J^fus^ for the 
fpace of three or four years, went about 
through all Judcea performing his won* 

U 2 
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WBU^ they part^tdariy relate— Ae twaaod 
water into ^wine; fae fed thoofaiids hf 
oi^eaiingoffood; iie walked on the fiea.; 
the elMaeiits iObeyed him ; he bealed evoif 
infirmity of the people, hy ^vii^ Ihealtfc 
to the blind^ the lame, the paralytic, the 
lunatic, the nmimed: and^ toerown all^ 
he reftomd hfe fco the dead. And as thoy 
tcH w the particidbT fafts, fofjifodothcy 
relate the circumftances. The ^ceoe^ of 
them are not laid in corners, and inde- 
forts, where ,110 witnefles could fe€;,a!E^'t)0 
inquirers confute; but in thetooftpuWip 
places, in the towns and villages, before 
erofw^ of fpe£btors^ m t^e fyn^gqgues^ 
iq tihje ^Ireets. Not content with^eftifyipg 
that J^ raifed the 4ead, his Jtiifloriatp* 
mcsftion the par tic^fir^crlbas thus raifed, 
by tfeeir^amea, and fpecify their jlace of 
abode. In a word, the accoupte wc ha^a? 
©f jhe.miracles of Jefus feem to be drawij: 
up.by perfcms co^feipnt ^hat thaycouW 
ibk&d the left of a^y inquiry* 
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I^ after aH that has bi»B feidv you 
fhould ftill infift thatthefe aocoimfci' of tki 
miracks of Jefus above referred to, were 
Kiot! wriffien and publiflrtd till ki^ptfr of 
tiiie^ and other cbcumfltances had deftrojJ* 
€d the- meatss of inqdhry ; I Hiaft Bctc 
r^at \^bftt I have ahre^ oWerved,:that, 
ttidfep^nd*rttly of the tfefiSmony of thb 
llvattgdiflsi y»t are moratty certain that 
kiftafKres of ^^kr's miraciik)as power vrer^^ 
appealed to on the very fpot, and' white 
1^ fafts were yet i^eeent in ^ery wie's 
mmA. His laft, and his greateft mirack^ 
hi^ own refufreElitm, vrais, a foft which i^ 
preachers, from th^ beginning, bcklly and 
confidently appealed to. Now this faft 
Was fo circttmftanced, that ^very inhabi- 
tant of J^^r^f^^jW (and to them it was that 
"^tjus and the r^furreftion wer« firft 
preached) had k in his power t6 know, 
whether or no He was impofed upon. And 
this yoii cannot but own, that they who 
furnilh their adverfaries with the means of 
detefliiig^them, givcJ no infignificant proof 



Digitized by 



Google 



294 

of their aflcrting nothing but what they 
knew to be true. 

Enough has been faid to prove^ that 
the miracles afcribed to Jefus^ were ap- 
pealed to at the very time, and on the very 
fpot ; and appealed to with fuch circum-> 
fiances as enabled every body to examine 
mto their pretenfions. But a3 I granted 
that there arc fome inftances of fpurious 
miracles^ of which all this may be equally 
affirmed^ before I can be authorized to 
pronounce that the Gofpel miracles are 
better fupported than any of thefe preten-* 
CCS are, I muft proceed to fatisfy you. 

Thirdly, that the circumftances under 
which the miracles of Jefus were publifh-^ 
ed, give us an afTurange that they under^ 
went a ftrift examination, and confequent^ 
ly that they could not have efcaped % 
detedion had they been impofture^. 

Though fome Qf the pretended miracle?l 
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rejefled by us may be traced up to cotem- 
porary witneffes, and were publicly at- 
tefted on the fpot, yet that they under- 
went no examination, I inferred from this, 
that no inftahces of them could be pro- 
duced which were not hable to one or 
both of the following obje^lions— either 
that the perfons to whom the accounts of 
them were propofed, were previoufly dif^ 
pofed, through a blind credulity, and an 
eagernefs of belief, to admit them unexa-^ 
^uned, — or that the perfons who encou* 
raged and promoted them, were armed 
with power which rendered any exami- 
nation impra£licable. — If, therefore, the 
reverie (hall appear to be the cafe with 
regard to the Gofpel miracles, you can-r 
not, confiftently with your claim of impar-^ 
tiality, perfift in afferting that the former 
(land upon the fa?ne footing of credibility 
with the latter, 

Firft, then, I am to (hew that the per* 
fons who beheved the miracles of Jefm at 
^heir firft publication, cannot be fuppofe^ 
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to have admitted th^m without ttatr^t 
examination of the evidence, and the ckat- 
eft cotiviftion of their tnitli. 

Had Je/us laid claim to miracles, witii- 
otrt declaring the end propofW by them, 
m thiis cafe, as the fafls would not have 
been generally interefting, few or nttSe 
Would have thought it wbi-th wKite to 
examine into them. They might, thetfi 
have paffed on, without notice, in their 
6wn age, and owed their fiituT^ credit i6 
the contempt they wett treated witlt si 
firft; which has, no doubt, frequently 
fcreened forgtd miracles from a formal 
deteftion. But When We confider whit 
fhe Gofpel miracles were connected with ; 
that they were works urged by ^^/kf their 
performer as the foundation of a neW i^^ 
ligion, here the importartcfe of th6 end 
left it no longer a matter of iridiflfereiitii 
whether they were true or falfe, but every 
one to whom they \^ere propofed, mtift 
have had a fufiicient motive to weigh thl6 
evidence of them, with cari attd diligeiiciif. 
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This argument acquires dduble ftreiigth 
iffeen we confider, that <hd rdigibto itt 
63nfin4mtion of which- the ihiracleS of 
ye^s were ajip^alled td, Wc* fubVtrlivedf 
ikaS beliefved by thofe, to v^Iiorti th^y Vdre 
propofed. That pretenfions to miracki 
whofe end was to confirm opinions and 
doftrine* already eliaMiflited, flioul(!^ be 
admitted without due examination,- by thd 
favourers of fiich dp4hk>tis, is hot at all ttJ 
be wondered at ; arid tWrf, as I ha^ 6b* 
fervfed; gi'eatly iri^alidStieSl tfe Aoff bbdft* 
cd Wonders c^ Popery. But tK6 ihiraiclcfi 
fXJifas, whofe end wag liot to c6brlt6« 
liahtfe but to over tui'ri the dfebliftifed doc* 
firiAes, cottld not poffibly nttet with an eaf^ 
receptiorl : dlRrit to theiii W6ttM ht difi. 
ficult to bfe obliEtihfcd, and nfeiver tbrild h6 
ebtJlihed, without feriouif eXamiriktittflatid 
Ifig^ ftrongeffi CdriVrftitJii. Ottter {jrtitfeft- 
fiotts tto rtiiracfes did mi gairi dredit, btrf 
aftet th^ eftabHflittJfent of th6f6 opihiotiit 
Which they vfttt thought to cbtifihni drid 
atoorigft pWibhs' pr^Vibtiflj^ bi^freff ih fk- 
vt)ur of thdfe o^fnioiis. ' But eVthy tHiifl^ 
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is the reverfe with regard to the mrracies 
o^Jefus; for they were previous to the 
belief of Chriftianity, and gave caufe to 
the belief of it : every witnefs of them was 
a convert, and every believer had been an 
enemy. 

But it has been alleged, that the Jews, 
in general, were extremely credulous, and 
prone to give credit to ftories of the mira- 
culous kind j and that,, therefore, there is 
room for a fufp^cion, ^Jiat fpnie of them 
might admit the miracles of Jefus, with*. 
(Hit fufiicicnt grounds and careful exami« 
pation of the evidence. — In ?infwer to this, 
fuffer me tp ohferve, that granting the 
JewiJIj nation to be ever fo much difpofed 
to believe prefenpes to miracles, the end 
for which thofe of Jcfus were faid to bq 
fought, muft have hindered this general 
difpofition from operating, fo as to make 
thepa xeceiye, thef^ particular miracles, 
wpon, flight grounds* However apt any 
one may be to adpiit ftories of the mira^? 
fuloys kind, yet he will npt, l^^Yi^vx^ 
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hajtily^ fuch as have an obvious tendency 
to overturn his favourite fentiments. The 
caufe of his too eafy aflcnt ceafes here* So 
long as the miracles ftrike in with, and 
confirm his fettled opinions and prejuifi* 
CCS, they will be too eafily admitted . but 
when once thefe begin to interfere,-»-thc 
more of credulity and enthufiafin there vk 
in his temper, it will be the more difficult 
to obtain his affetit^ For inllance ; take 
one from any of the fe6ls of tnthufi^^ 
aipongft Chriftians — a Qjioktr^ we w31 
fuppofe, or a Methodiji. How ready ihall 
we find fuch a perfon tobelkve, upon the 
flighteft grounds, the truth of a divine rci- 
yelation or infpiration pretended to by- 
one of hi$ own feft, and which tends to 
confirm its favourite doftrines? Being ex- 
tremely credulous, as we fuppofe from his 
general qharafter, it is natural to imaging 
that he will greedily embrace, without 
weighing the evidence, a faft highly agree* 
able to his pre-conceived opinions, and 
which, indeed, he cannot examine, coolly 
and imps^rtially, through the previotis 
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biafs of bis mihdl^— &it pdt tb^ cafe tltat 

At fame credulous Mrrhodi^, is attaiskaft 

on- the footing of one's ha^big hat! a rave^ 

Ibtion, which expi^feiy oandeibned the 

tenets of Methodifm; will the general 

credulity of his temper/ induce him to 

give this a rcadf aimSiohd The rerotfe 

is obrious : the mere of ehtioifisB^ and 

credulity there i& 'vk hkn^ tbe he&' M)le 

will he be to be convinced^ Hi^ pwjadiiiJ 

ctfs iwfl' be ttoo ffrong, fcMT the cvoience of 

li^faat is fo^ diiagk-ecabk tx^hihy; Of if be 

be doYiVincedy die coifviBioii of one fei 

scverfe to it,- m\i be tio-w^k motive w 

cur bdiering^, that fuch « reveljitid*^ m 

be bdieved by fucb n peribu, muftl^vtf 

hafd very glaring^ ttinrks of truth. 

Suppofirtg, therefore, i»*ia^ i« 6bj66i«l^ 
Vd be vrttA (though 1 fee ^o Mkcktit 
grounder for fuch a fuppofetidny thilt Afe 
Difciples of j?'^i^ littder which ii&roe 1 
include, with the Apoftles, the whole rmiU 
dtttde of belie vitig JSrte^i,^ wdrc crednlooff 
ferfoiiS, and^reVloofly di^pirf"^ Krbelie'V* 
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coQ&4^r )tb^ ,idae iBiiisacI^ Ji^s mem 
conne£le<l yf^th ^oSrines, ifubveriyje of 
thofe which education and prejudice had 
FQCited in )tbwixntnds-wfTom this we may 
wfcf^ )t^&t ftheir gei^ral creduUty, wouM 
r^Uier^Wtrufil tha«i ipromote iteir convei:-^ 
gpn, aj^, iCQnfeguemly, thatibdore^li 
p€^fo»8:ft^mitticd Jjejus's cl^m ito be a Bi* 
wne 3kaciier, itbcy bad carefpHy attended 
tdthe^vfidence of thole ^traculotts ^^ts^ 
on the ;t]Futh of .fiMs^ this claim was 
fowided. 

arhis may fiiffice, to prove, *hat ^ pre- 
•tenfeons dLjtfusxo *he a worker of mira- 
des, ODuld never owe the credit they met 
5frith to credulity andeagernefs of belief, 
bn^the part of thofe to whom they were 
puapofed ; J come, now, to Ihew that on 
the ipart of thofe who encouraged and at- 
tdfted .them, there was not ojily no poffi- 
bility oof a confederacy ftrong oiough to 
obftmift >an examination of the fa6ls, but 
ferther, /that -the perfons A^ho had all the 
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means of examination in their hands, a^^ 
tually -put their power in execution^ hi 
order, if poflibk, to dcteft them. 

Miracles the offspring of impofture, carl 
never have any chance to gain credit, o* 
pafs undetefted, in the time, or at thd 
place where they are pretended to h& 
wrought, unlefs there is a ftrong confede-* 
racy on foot, privy to the impofture, and 
engaged to carry it on ; and this> a^ I ob-^ 
fcrved, has been generally the cafe of the 
moft noted pretenfions of Popery. But 
we have the fulleft affurance that can pof- 
fibly be had, that there was not any fiich 
iconfederacy on foot, to propagate the mi- 
racles ofjefus. Had Ghriftianity, indeed^ 
been a religion already eftabJiftied in the 
world when thefe miracles were pretended 
to, and previoufly believed by thofe who 
believed the miracles, a combination to 
deceive the public might have been poffi-^ 
ble, and the very poITibility of fuch a com* 
bination would juftly have excited fufpi^ 
cions of its being real. But when we 
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tefl^ft from what beginnings CKriftianity 
arofe, and in what inanner it made ks eh-^ 
trance into the world — That JefiiSy the 
great founder of it, had not one follower 
when he fet, up his claim, and that it was 
his vmiracles which gave birth to his feft, 
not the feft, already eftabliftied, that ap- 
pealed to his miracles, from thefe circum- 
ftances we may conclude unexceptionably^ 
that there could not poflibly be a confe- 
deracy ftrong enough to obftru6l an exa- 
mination of the fafts, and obtrude a hiftory 
of lies upon the public. 

. But why need I infift upon this, when 
I can urge, farther, that, even, though 
there had been a confederacy amongft the 
witneffes of the Gofpel miracles, this 
could not have fcreened them from de^ 
teflion, as the perfons who had all the 
means of inquiry in their hands, were 
engaged in intereft to exert themfelves on 
the occafion, nay, aftually did put their 
power in execution, againft the reporters 
of thefe miracles ? 
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Farged m^ades may :pa& tntreetf 
idserc power and audiority fcreen cdien 
firom .the too nice inquiry of exanuocrs. 
But whenever it fliall happen that thofe 
i^K) are veiled widi the f^reme powar 
ar^ becA upon oppofing and ^ete^ing 
them, the progrefs which they «ake can 
be but fmali^ before the impofture is dif* 
cover^ed^ wd ^finks into obfcurity and eon- 
lei»pt. If 4his obfervation be well found- 
ed, as I am confident itis, that lying won- 
dipTs (hould pafs undeteSed amongft the 
Tapijts will not be thought ftrange ; for, 
as I have already mentioned, fuch ftories, 
amofigft them,;have generally been ooun- 
tciiDanGed, if not invented, by thofe with 
whooj, alone, the power of detefting the 
ii»pofture, and of punilhing the impoftors 
WM ^lodged*^Now the miracles of Jefus^ 
it is notorious, were not thus fheltered. 
The evident, the declared tendency of his 
woifks, was to introduce a total change 
intO'the ftate qf^he world, with regard-to 
religious opinions. It is then to be 
thought, that thofe who were vetted with 
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ihe fupretoc power, Would look on, with 
indifference, and allow this change to be 
brought about ; a change which their in- 
tereft prompted, and which their prejudi- 
ces biaffed them to prevent, and which, 
had there been any impofture in the cafe, 
they could have prevented, with the ut- 
Itnoft eafe, and in the moll effeftual 
manner, by examining into the faftsap- 
|>ealed to, and dragging out the impoftors 
to public infamy ?— Accordingly we find, 
from hiftory, that, from the very begin- 
ning, oppolxtion of every kind was made 
to check the progrefs of Chriftianity, by 
the rulers in that part of the world where 
it was firft preached— JIJ^^, the great 
founder of it, was put to an ignominious 
death, and the perfons who witnefied his 
miracles, on the very fpot where they had 
been performed, were beaten, imprifoned, 
fcourged, and ftoned. That there was no 
impofture detefted, therefore, could not 
be owing to want of proper examination^ 
For, we fee, that they, who were beft fur- 
jiifhed with the means of inquiry and op- 
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pofition^ did all they could ; whom they 
could not confute, they puniflied ; whom 
they could not brand as impoftors, they 
crowned as martyrs. 

But, perhaps, you will objeft— what 
affurance have we that the witneffes of 
the miracles of Jefus were not detefted ? 
How can we be certain that the Jiftu^ 
priefts, and rulers did not convift them of 
impofture, by difproving the wondrous 
works afcribed by them to their matter ? 
—Such an objeftion, though it may be 
urged by one who is refolved not to be 
convinced, can never be offered by any 
impartial inquirer after truth. We have 
as great certainty^ as from the nature, of 
the thing can be expefted, that no fuch 
deteftion ever was made. Had the wit- 
neffes of Jefus's miracles been convifted 
of impofture, is it to be imagined that this 
remarkable fa£l would not have been 
handed down to pofterity? And yet no 
fuch thing is mentioned in any one hiftory, 
in any one writer, either amongft the Jcws^ 
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Or amongft the Pagans. On the con- 
trary, it is a point not to be controvert- 
ed, that the truth of the fafts was admitted 
by the enemies of Chriftianity, in general* ^ 
For can it be^imagined that if the Gofpel 
miracles had been looked upon, by thern^ 
as mere forgeries, that the Jewijh rabbins 
would h^ve imagined their ridiculous fb-^ 
lution of them, by afcribing theni to Je* 
fus's having ftolen the ineffable name of 
Jehovah out of the temple */ or that Hic^ 
rocks t> CflfusXj Julian §, and the reft of 

* Sec their Taltnlidical book called Avpda Zara, or'of 
idolatry, publifhed by Edzard, at Hamburgh, in 4to, 1705 4 

•f iiyAts fAtf rov romyra imntymoroi (meaning Apolloniiis of 
Tyana) ov dioy, «XX« Gtois xt%af/ff-fifyoy aii^^at nyoviJuOac, *0t 
otj8* ^yecs rigarttas macs rot Iiiovy Otot ava.yo^tvwo'U Hiero* 
cles apud Eufebium. In this quotation, Hierocles compares 
the miracles of Apollonius with thofe of Jefus, the truth ef 
which he evidently admits, and only blames the Chrir^ 
tians for worAiipping Jefus as a God. # 

J tfMwXfltai' Jt T< sTt^t ^vyKarecrtOeiA4yoi fjnv^ vur tms vagct* 
io^ots IvwfjLtO'tv as Ifi&ws ivofnovy, tv its rovs in^^ovs tTfuatv olko* 
Kovdtiv divru us Xgitu* itaiffaXkitv ^ avras pov?a(AXWS its awo (am/* 
yiias xaci w 6itac ^wxtAu ytytnyfd^yxfi ^cif ya^f ecbrov. axortof 
T^ac^rra pLtaQa^vyiffxffat tis Atytmrov^ ^wxfMVf rtywv, ^tti^Qtvra ; 
iKn9tt tvawKOttVf Otor ii ixttvas ras ^vvafittf 9»rN9 aidyo^iitwru^ 
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iht heathen antagooifts would have e(i« 
deavoured to account for them^ by ma^ 
gk? And if thefe chamjuons againft the 
Gofpel, in its earlieft ages, had it not in 
their power to call in qixeftion the tryth of 
^e miracles of ytjus, how nnreafonable 
would it be, at our time of day, to pre- 
tend that fuch deteSion ever was made ? 
^Befides ; had the charge of impofture 
been fixed, upon the witnefl^ of thefe 
miracles, is it to be imagined, that they 
could have made fo much as one con* 
vert ? If, for inftance^ the truth of their 
mafier's refurre£iion could have been 

•^Origen contra Celfum^ L. I. P» SO. Ed. Spenf. Tbt 
tneaning of ivbich quotation is, that CelAis, tbo«)^ he 
owaed that Jefus peHbnned miracleiy afcribtd them to 
magic, affirming that Jefos having b<^n educated ia Egypty 
liad there learnt their art of doing wonders. 

^oif tgyctaofJiMwot mmf 99 9^ii^(gom9(yo9 9tin twmt afm^ »t t*^ ^^ 
trrcu row jcttAAMv mou rvfKov9 m^tApu mu ^mfmmrtu if^fi(«{Miv 

Julian apud Cyril, L. C. Though Julian here IpeaM ^ 
the miracles of Jefus with the tUmoft contempt, be M* 
i]^t8 their truth. 
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overturned! is it to be iiaa^ned, that^ 
within fifty days dk^ k was faid to have 
happened^ the difcdurfe c>f Sf. Ptter^ io 
which this miracle ¥fas io ftron^y infifted 
upoBi cOiM have added three thoufand 
to the faith ^^-^Had the miracles applied 
to by the fitft preachers of Chriftianityt 
been detailed to be falfej the fame age^ 
and the ian^ place which faw this religioQ 
firft preached, would have feen it forgot^ 
ten inobliviotiiand ccmtempc^ . ^ 

As, therefore, the miracles oi Jcftu 
did jiot efcape dete£lion frOm warn of 
examination, at their fiiH publication, I 
here repeat what I have aimed to prove 
(I hope, not altogetl^r without fuccefs) 
that they iland upon a ftronger tellimony 
thaQ, the fpurious pretences, which have 
been reprefented as vying with theiir<. 
For thou^ibme<^theie, as I h^ve grant* 
ed, mayi equally with thole of the Gc^** 
pels, be traced up to cotemporary witr* 
fieflb, and be allowed to have been pub*? 
liibed on the fpot, y^t I am qonfidenti 
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that you cannot produce any one inftancc, 
amongft the endlefs catalogue of them, 
^here it will not be eafy, from the circum- 
(lances of the cafe, to fatisfy you, that, if 
the impofture efcaped deteflion, it efcaped 
it becaufe it was propofed to thofe who 
did not examine it, or was flieltered and 
protefted by thofe, who had it in their 
poorer to prevent any examination. 

But the Proteftant Chriftian is not war- 
ranted to admit the miiiacles recorded in 
his New Teftament, while he rejefts thofe 
of a later date, merely becaufe the former 
: arc better attefted than the /atter. — His 
reafons, for making the diftinftion, will 
appear to ftill greater advantage, if I can 
prove, as I. propofed, that the teftimony 
which fupports the miracles of the New 
Teftament, is. not* only Jironger than that, 
which fupports any pretended wonders, 
but alfothe^r^w^^ that can be fuppofed, 
or that, from the nature of the thing, couI4 
^e had, ^ 
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Two qualifications muft concur, to ef- 
tablifh the credibility of witnefles ; a fuffi- 
cient knowledge of the matters/of faft.they 
atteft, and a difpofition not to falfify what 
they know. And when thefe two. quali- 
fications do concur we think ourfelves 
obliged to admit what is attefted, ss true. 

Now ; that the perfons, whofe teftimony 
we have for the miracles of Jefus, had the 
firft qualification, it would be impertinent 
in me to fuppofe that you can difpute.. 
Let us, then, fee whether they can be 
proved to have had the other qualification 
alfo : and, I flatter myfelf, that I fli?ill be 
able to fhew that they had it ; and that, 
if ever there can be any affurance of the 
integrity of witnefles, in any one inflanpe, 
we have fuch an aflurance, with regard 
to the witnefles of the miracles of Jefus.^ 

'ITiat any credit is paid to human tefti- 
mony is, in general, owing to the know-, 
ledge we have of. human nature ; which 
i$ fu cppftituted, that men cannot be fup^ 
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pofed capable of ^ving a falfe atteftatioi^ 
when they are not under the influence of 
interefted views, and felfifh pafliQns; 
much lets when, by fo doing, they contFa- 
dift every interefifd motive of a£lion. 
Now# that the witneffcs of the miracl^ of 
Jf^/us were in fuch circumftances, that they 
not only had no temptations to give sl 
faUe attellation^ but, on the contrary, were 
reihained by the ftrongeft raotiyes tha( 
can influence men^ from dohfig this, wiJi, 
I think, appear if wc a^^nd to the foIloMr-^ 
ing obvious refie£lions. 

Was their preaching of Chrift, and bear-? 
ing witnef$ to his miracles, the road to 
greatnefs, and the means of rewards from 
the rulers of theiif nation ?— The reverie 
happens to be the cale. Far from having 
this temptation, their teftimpny expofed 
them to every hardihip that power could 
infiifl, and to ^very ^iftreii; that human 
nature could fufien Tbcy had^ but, a 
little before, feeh theiif maft^^r crucifix, 
for afiuming the chara£ler of a Teacher 
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from God. Is it, thisrpfore, to be conceiv, 
fd that had they known him to be an 
impoftor, tjiey vould have ventured to 
|)ack hit pretcnfions, when they could ijof; 
|)Ut expe6l to meet with his fate? 

But, perh^ps^ lov'eof fame^ and ambn 
tipn to be looked upon as the founders of 
ft new fe^^ may be thought motives fuffi^ 
pient to apcount for their impofing upoa 
%hp world— A fuppofition this, moft evi- 
dently grom^idlefs. The fchemes of men, 
generally fpeaking, bear fome reference 
to their flatioii in life. Can it be imaging 
cd^ therefore^ that fuch a fcheme of ac- 
quiring glory, by founding a new religion, 
on the ruins of thofe eftabliftied in the 
world, could ever enter the imaginations 
pf perfbns in fo mean a ftation oflife^ a^ 
^ere the firft pre?ichers of Chriftianity ? 

Or granting it poflible, that while they 
were in their fifhing-boats, they, might en- 
tf^rtain the idea of making themfelves fa- 
mous, by founding a religion, yet, in fafij^. 
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we find, that they gave this honour to 
another, affuming no higher charaftcr 
than that of his minifters and fervants. 
To him, therefore, all the fame of found- 
ing the new religion was due. — Should it 
be alleged, that, though they did not found 
the religion in their own names, the ho- 
nour of being looked upon as the firft 
minifters and favourites of a DivineTeach- 
er, may account for their confecferating 
to impofe upon the world. — In anfwer to 
this, I would beg you to refleft who the 
perfon was, under whofe banner they in* 
lifted themfelves— j^^j, reputed the fon 
of a carpenter; a man, obfcurc in his 
birth, and wretched throughout his life^ 
which was clofed, by an ignominious 
death. Had they been impoftors and ac* 
tuated by the love of fame, is it to be fup^ 
pofed that they would have chofen fuch a 
one for their lord and mafter? Would 
they have taken a leader from the accur- 
fed tree? Jefus crucified was to ike Jews 
a fiumbling-blocky and to the Greeks fool^ 
ijlinefs. If glory, therefore, was their 

5 
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aim, this could not be got by profefling 
themfelves his followers. The difciples 
c6uld not expe6l to be in greater efteem 
than the mafter ; and if he was defpifed 
and rejefted of men, they could not hope 
to be treated with di(lin£lion and honoun 

Let us next fee whether the profpefl of 
appropriating to themfelves the wealth of 
thofe whom they might convert, can be 
fuppofed to have influenced them. Alas ! 
what hopes could they have of any gain, 
by preaching not to the high and mighty, 
but to the indigent and humble ? Or, ad- 
mitting what undoubtedly happened, that 
there were perfons poflefled of confider- 
able property, amongft the believers in 
JtfuSf yet fo far were the Apoftles froni 
having any lucrative views, that when the 
fir ft converts fold their pofleffions, and 
brought them the money, they declined 
being concerned in the diftribution of it; 
and deacons were appointed, who might 
have the charge of it, and minifter to the 
wants of the poor. ^^i 
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Uninikieiieed, as tbe witfidTei of Jefui% 
miracles were, by the intetefied motives of 
reputation and honour^ or by the more 
fordid views of gain^ perhaps it will be 
ikid, that their aim was to gratify fome 
favourite paiEon and irregular luft«**-Aix)| 
indeed, religion has been, but too fre<* 
quendy, made 9 cloak to irregularities <^ 
every kind ; and under name of Teachers 
from Heaven, impofiors have fanflified 
the vilell of crimes. But the known, i^M 
acknowledged purity of manners, and \xt^ 
blameabfe lives of the J>ifciplc$ of J^ui 
leave no room for any fufpicion of this 
kind. Thebittereft enemies of Chriftian^ 
ity, in the^earlieft ages, never could at« 
tack the moral characters of its publifhers* 
Their do£lrine breathed nothing bat 
peace, but &iendfhip, but piety, but be-^ 
nevolence ; aiul their lives correfpcmded 
with their do£lrine. Yt aire wtneffcs ami 
Godalfa (could they fay) haw holify, Jujify 
(fnd tmiHimeably we have Shaved our/eher 
aifmngjtytm that believed, n&t handUng th$ 
^ord of God cr^tily^ bvt fy fmmife/iatm 
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of the truth commending our/^ivel t0 tberjf 
wan's cmfcmci^ in theJightofGod, 

In a word ; let us examine ciur hearts i 
let us revolve in our minds^ every motive 
and fpring of a^ion that human nature is 
liable to be infhienced by ; and we fliall 
hot be able to find out any one interefted 
view which the Apoftles could have, in 
bearing witneft to the miracles of Jefus. 
Shall we thtti (ay they bore withefe to a 
lie, and that they were impoflors?— If they 
were, they muft be owned to be the only 
impoftors who have ever appeared, who 
gained nothing, or could propofe to gain 
nothing by their impofture. 

But, here, perhaps^ you will urge to me 
the authority of the author of th^Free 
Inqtdry^ who fays that the integrity of a 
witnefs rf miracles is to be fufpefted 
•^ifhi had an^fmeuritc opinion to rtcom'^ 
TTiend iy the Mthority ofjuch works^; 6e^ 
caujf a pretenfion to miracles has, in all 
ages andneAims^ ieen/ound the mo/l effec- 



Digitized by LjQOQIC 



318 

iual iri/lrument of hripojlorsy towards dehd* 
ing the ffiu/ntude, and gaining their end 
upon them^. Far be it from me to affert, 
that this general obfervation was meant to 
weaken the afiurance which we have of 
|he integrity of the.firft publiChers of 
Chriftianity. However, as I knqw that> 
in your opinion, it does extend to their 
Cafe, it becomes neceflary for me to Chew 
that, though the Apoftles had favourite 
opinions to recommend by thf authority qjf 
their mafter^s miracles^ there is, neverthe- 
lefs^ not the leaft ground for a fufpicion of 
their integrity as witneffes of them. 

And, firft, I would remark, that the opi- 
nions recommended by the Apoftles on 
the credit of Jefus's miracles, had not a/- 
,ways been favourite ones with them. They 
were opinions, which they, as profeflors of 
the Jewifh religion, could not but have 
been, at firft, highly prejudiced againft. 
Iheir teftimony, therefore, to miracles 

* Dr. Middlctotf* Free Inquiry, p. 218. 
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confirming thefe opinions, is, in effeft, 
the teftiraony of adverfaries* 

; But, fecondly ; though it muft be grant- 
ed that men will go great lengths, to re- 
commend favourite opinions ; and though 
it is not to be denied that hiftory furnifhes 
w with inftancesof fome who, in order to 
eftabhfli fuch opinions, have not fcrupled 
to deceive the world by pretenfions to 
miracles — though, this, I fay, muft be 
granted, yet, is it to be imagined that, in 
cafes of this kind, men will always go all 
lengths ? Common fenfe tells us they will 
not ; tells us that the condufl of men, in 
this refpeft, will vary according as cir- 
, cumftances vary ; and that, while fome 
fituations may be fo favourable as to en-? 
courage them to attempt an imppfture, 
other fituations may be fuppofed, fo un- 
favourable, as that any attempt of this 
kind would be the height of madnefs and 
folly. To apply this to the prefent argu- 
ment. 
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Though hiftory furnifhes us with faiany 
infiances of forged miracles, yet it is very 
remarkable that bothamongft Hit Pagans 
of old, and amongft Chriftians in later ages^ 
the authors or encotiragGrs of thefe impof- 
tures, have been placed in iuch circumflan^ 
ces, that they had reafon to fear noincoti*^ 
▼eniences on account (^ their teftimony* 
They have not only thought themfelves 
powerful enough to fcreen their fiM^gerie^ 
from a dete6lion ; but, farther, in cafe of 
being detefted, they were free from the ap* 
prehenfion of any puniflimentbecaufethey 
had in their own hands> or, at leaft, undef 
their own influence, t}ic power of iiiflid^ 
ing it. But very diflfi?rent were the cir* 
cumftances under which the witnefFcs of 
the miracles of Je/Us appealed to thefe 
works. Here the weak and unaffifted 
were the publifhers of the miracles,— and 
the ftrbng and mighty, the rulers of the 
world, the oppoftrs : here every opportu- 
nity and means of difcovering any im- 
pofture, was in the hands of thofe who 
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ijf j9in)QHng ; ». power; w.h*ch we iJqa^jAi 
*rBitja6h»U35 4xew»iW, , widjt .all the lj^ 
^nd.'yiafen^e .«f/«Jru«Uy. totht.Chsife 
ton. n»f cbsUfiog^ fei^ladivQ^gi^ |i>riiif^ 
jiiiie^^tfapii^ hi tftrojovfjf.eyiQryiiiftoty of 

5^C/k jjy* f^ ith^ feke pf v^iftfcth^y.At'- 
'*«m|jt8ttfifls,p£ ples^ure« ic^r p?o^,o|:;§pa». 
W^&^tmi^d: i8a«|<K:e.th^^:.,fp>, every 
.view Qfint^Feft was femlked l))(ft^«b{ 
tbeyt jfwijdjijy .gaini^ n0tfcapg,;.lHi|;:iJiey 
iteftlw^r^; thing, ofi.«c€oui3*iDtf ilb^tefti* 
monyi' Pif^^^ mifcryv pgrfep^^H^rf 
every kind, nay even death itfelf, drefTed 
ittiit^ flao!ft,firigbtful tfixrp^i wet}q,t]^eir[en- 
.jif4<t^^i An4^th^%t|^fir J?^^?i^i^ 
,ipf^(^;!cii»uipftan[^, :;<VMia©tigjse.i|^aii 
aflUriJilcc; of tb^ir j|ltc^ty,,^tb^^ Gr?d^|}y 
,<wd integrity QC.w^Jaefle^iCaij be |i^v<ji^ 
•e4;m np ii^lw^cs, ^ ^^WjWi; .^ft^js^^qr^ 
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AHil«l^#f umiiKitfritlly tad toto&fidBr 
ilft^^M (tf ^ ar^mnit^ ift defence of 
d»Go<|^I^^if«tttes, idiwmiitMi^ibe «■]«> 
tytdotA bf'^t ty« witiftffts «if tlieoH 
■gtM^MMblk il ii eoHisiimto ImvfroM 
yi>«riiaiiiinr, «li§taiiNli c» i|vi furpefe) 
^ tHK llMM« liittPt lRftii<iftai(tytk«nipftgft 

^ aliM^ id dM»n^^ ^pMfeibrs «f^ 
'*%nit i«14g<kb«^, %hiit tiiftory ptefedtt>^ 

^'liiid «(kNni ftheir 1i<(«B %i ^Uiftittidi^ of 



Digitized by 



Google 



•9^ 
1^ tug V pff^ fd &Ttsf^y. i»t h^ ^vm* 

tffi^^ no pflopf t)m it TPa% i? ^, TJ0 

a# 4he.q>di9^» tl;i^ \m^ M» line 
right J *Bid #8 is tjM? iffte^ pf jijs^^t^jl, 

^ the fm^^d, Whenever, Aerefeive, m(t 

4fi|n? tor d^epa 111^ j^proy^ jaQt^^ 
t^j^egff fti^pereip hc^evi^g prmciplfif 



blood, were not ^ ,e^,Qf ^«i4«l^ 
biafles on their ^minds, by means of Which 

j;Hit4ii^t^fefy,j«5er«.fg!upiid DD^a ijff^Krna/ 
fe^cq^^: 4ir€j«||Jieej;j;«othHfilifo, ^ 
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indeedj all die othar caofes which, m tht 
tifual couife of things, concur in forming 
teenV opinioQS. dppofed their embi'acing 
thedo6lr!nb of the Grofpel. Their hav- 
ing embrac^ ttiefe ' dc^rines ' cannot, 
therefore, be accounted fbr, in the manner 
we account for the belief ^ erroneous 
dpinions. Kow, then/ can we account 
for their embracing them? only one wky : 
^^vreniixfk admit, what they affiiint to have 
been the cafe; that they were convinced by 
miracles ; by the moft ftup^i^dous Works 
performed by ;J^^, during the fpace of 
three or four years, works which damped 
the authority of Heaven on his words^ 
So that their becomii^ Chriftans ditfnot 
happen from ttufting' to their own felfi- 
ble judgment, or that of others, but from 
jbelieving th6irowny?^i; 

The Apofties, th<ireft>re,^^ttd witneffes 
n^Jefus's miracles, if we wottM reprefent 
tl^ir cafe fairly,^ aure not to be confidered 
as dying for [^cuMive' o^iotis^ which 
might be folfb ttougfi they believed them 
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to be true } but they are to be confidered 
as witneffes of what they thcmfelves had 
fecn, — as dying, for the truth of matters of 

faa. 

Now though Hien may believe fpecula- 
tive opinions to be true, which are falie, 
yet is it fcarcely to be conceived that they 
can ever fo &r deceive themfelves^ as. to 
believe they law fa£b which they did not 
really fee. If ever this happ^ied* it can 
be accounted for^ oh no other principle 
than of tbe power of imaginationt which 
ofb^n^has ftrangeeffe3s on the perceptions 
of zti enthi^idfiic or difordered brain^» 

* Tarn fiupenda autetii eft imaglnandi vis, ut non mintts 
lalfaeKqimm riere imagiQes afl^ci^ot^ ubi iheos iisaiBdue ^t 
addiiQa. — Oninibu^ ootam eil, quam mirabilibus modis la 
jnelanc^olicis mens perturbatuFf Hie ex vitro caput Abl 
k&vim putat^ ir, ne frangaturi foras prodire metoit. IHe fe 
mortuum efle credit, & cum mortuU fine cibo debei« v^- 
tari* Talia fexcenta memorantun Memini me novifle 
virum lileratum« qui fe in ventre infantem geftare aflirtna^ 
xet^dequo in lucem cdendo valde folicitus erat. Duos 
letiam vi^iy qui, cum foli ellent, voc^ fibi in aures loquei^* 
tiumaudire putabant. Nequt aliayHt opinoi:! conditio eft 
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TheMdm&aft m^ poffibi^ faney he Tees 
6b)<fed8 vEuch no vhete exift, in the fame 
fflanfM^ as he is pofitive that he has eon^ 
verfations with God^ aqd can miftake ih^ 
wild rovings of his own fancy, for im» 
piilfes 6£ the pivine S{Ntrit, Iliis, I lay^ 
ndy pofl^Erly happeti, though^ I bdiev^ 
Very fe^ Inftanee^ of it csln be affigned; 
or, itf^ any infiatices^ at alh oan beal^n^)) 
they a^ oT^rigfe fifrfam, each deceiTed ak 
to the cxiftence of a difereilb fa£l $ not of 

iy dbeeirai as iK» die exiftencf; of the (anie 

fa£tii; Andt therefbr^ when fo maiiy p(dr* 

fbm^ ii^ithefKs df the n^o^l of J^jj^s^ 

jigrped in the fame tcftimonyt we may be 

f tirtatnt that the matter 

feiuft hav« hskd fomtt « 

caiife, rfeally exiftihg, a 

forniiy, qij the fcnfe* of eycry one ^ 

tfaem* 



'fbrptl§ ftgital. 
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3eGd«i, that they wfvfl . non fo^M by 
cnthu0iiCp, tp fiincy riieiy, b^d i«a yhat 
never happened, is to be inferred from 
ilm con^mtioiw that tnih^/H^ tL-mys 
A^ w ^qin^tmxy to the StvpuritA nokioos 
of th^ p<^o» vrho « hmxtA by. it, and* 9 
?n.* e«^ii)wt ytit^f «xpr«ffe9 himitiC tie 
f«9^ 9k>r« tDori tigmfi thet/tf tkm «i^ii 

How; t^^ cfo H; b^ftippoHtd that en- 
tiy^O^fm vritt fhccoittRt for (ho belief of the 
wit5i?fle^QftbiBCoffp«ll9iwcIf«, vhottwe 
£mi faei certaifi that th^ir ijiiagiflfiuons 
*«f^ not, « lt«ft: fr0»: tbti bfligiiifliiig, 
}m^ isxhyaw. <>f ChrilMajiity? That 
fpcb perfQW ifeoiiW <<P»1 tf»eir teftiowmy 
wtb tbfir bkK}d» is thu higbeft proipf dint 
cap, be giv^i?,,nfl^ only tb»t they fittjewly 

♦ jfteei ObArfft$itKVr<i»n *fCfn?>rfiW ttSi PwJ; the 

CtU^ iirguoirm$ of which Sipri^ b^t maA^j^^ pf^/ormnncp, 
though draivn up fp ^ to t>e peifonal to S|. Paul, ro|i^, 
By li very Ihiail altenttion, be applied to efl«ibliih the cha<* 
(alfters of all Che ApolUes, and fi#li praaehefn of Chfif* 

4wity. ., s. 
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believed ivliat they attefted, but that what 
they attefted, had really happened. 

But there >s ftill another objtftion to be 
taken notice <»^*' Ttiat the hiftory of 
^ iciai&iad ^bouftds with inftances of per^ 
^^ (dm dying with a lie in thfcir raouflis : 
•* particularly^ the cafes of maIefk6lors 
•* who,' though, certaifily "gcaky of the 
♦^ k£ts laid CO il^ip charge, perfift in do- 
^ nyiog them with their Iweft breath, are 
^ urged to (hew diat, though ihe witnefles 
** of the miracles of yejiis fealed their tet 
•* Umony with their blood, tliis is no cer^ 
** tiin msLxk that what they attefted was 
•* troe.^— " As an • arfwer* to this ; I thitik 
there is not the leafl refemblance bieftween 
a malefa6);or^$ denying his^crime^ and the 
publifhers of Chriftianity affcrting the 
truth of their raafter*s miracles, in their 
laft moments. A malefaftpr may think 
the confident denial of his critne a prp-^ 
bable means of procuripg a pardon; 
or, if he has no hopes of faving his 
life, Ihame aijd obftinacy may induce Ijin) 
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W perfift in declaring his innocence, i»% 
ConfdBion of his guiit would liot better hli 
condition. Whereas, tlie witnefles of the 
miracleg otjfefusi were brought to fu^cr 
for i» other crime but their teftiAroiv^; 
tod had it in their povrer to efcapte their 
unhappy fate by tetpaQting it* This, you 
will obferve, makes a wide difierencc. 
Couidyou, indeed, produce inflances of 
a niiqabef of malefadors^^who perRftiii 
denying ^hcir guilt, dioogh 9 pardon be ' 
ofiFered on condition of a confelOlioa of it^ 
this would be foibethtiig to yckir purpofe* 
But that ever any £bch inftancehas hap« 
pened^ or ever can happen unlefs in tlus 
cafe of a difordered judgment, cannot be 
affirmed by any one who is, in the leal^ 
acquainted with the fram^ of human na- 
ture. Ao,^ yet this muf]: ,be affirmed by 
you, odierwife the. laft-mentioned objec« 
f;ion is foreign to the purpofe ♦. 

♦It may be propef juil to bint, that tbe difparaging rew 
pr^eDt^tioQ, wbicb pr. ^iddleton gives us» in bis irec 
Inquiry^ of ib^ Tiews.and npiotives that influenced tb^ 
fnj^rfyrj of tbe primitive ages of Cbriftianity (^a repreieiita* 
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If what has been offeredi ubdertim 
hctd^ do oot fatbfy you that the teOhnony 
for the miracles of Je/us is as ftroc^ as 
any teftimony cao be^ I own I fhaU be at 
a lob to gnefs at any caufes of your con* 
tinuing unconvinced, confident with yout 
profeQioiis of being open to cfmvi^ioii. 

But the miracks of 3^^» are not the* 
^nly ones on which Chiiftianity is bdilt« 
For the very fame jperibos who gave itich 
femarjkable proofs of integrity as wknefl^ 
of theoii claimed alfo to thebiielves a pow* 
er of performing works equaUy miracu* 
loiis. The pretended mirades whkh havQ 

ti^ by tli^ byt| as ut)ciUK}i«l| m U ii fatidcai) 4ofB$ not 
affed the force of ibe argument for (he truth of the miriicles 
of Jefus drawn from the martyrdom of the Apoiklet, and 
otiber Dlfci)[>les eye-witnefles of thefe miratles; nor from 
Uie ntanyr^om of tb# tyt-miimik^ of tbe tnirMile^ lof ibe 
preachers of the Co()^ in tba Apo^U4ic 119^ AH tbeie 
martyrs died attefting matters of fad wbich they them* 
fdves had feen ; this could not be affirmed, by the Dodor, 
tb be the cafb of the martyrs of tbe ffecon^ and third cen- 
ttiri^^bo are tbe perlbns whofc Aicaders be plae^i ia 
1V> unfavourable a light.— Ste the Fnc Inqainf.ftom p.MO, 
to lcl4. 
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fometimes beto reprefec^ by unbetiev« 
en, as on thfc Saait footing of Gitiditnlicx 
with tfaofe recorded in the Ncw Tefta- 
nelit* have, genenlly^ been fitigle BtOi, 
OTi at lead, fa^ rdlated of one &o%U pelv 
(iHii Wher^is* it it not one miracle, dor 
Uie minuses gE one perfoo tihnct that yrt 
urge i bttt a focceflioo of miracles, cAltkid 
on, and performed through along tts^ of 
time, by different perfons, in diff^:«iit 
places, all co«operating towards the fame 
te^d-^^Hhe eftebtilhitaanl of thd r^%ion 
^ught by }tfus* Let nit therefiMre^ now 
«9tamine whether there ht afiy dde^ in 
the <iVklence^ on th6 ilrength of which we 
Relieve that th^ firft preacher^ of Chrif. 
titaity, y^us*6 Pifciplea, atid thofe whom 
^ley alfoeiated to themfelves, were really 
Sifted with a fuperaatural power. 

Now, that after 7{^ had been put to 
S^xdk in yudoAi his Difcipl^ feparated 
^emi^lvcs, diroughout U^e wide extei^t 
«€ 4tt ItoHMH empim ^t^ehing faith in 
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their crucified mafter,^ and afluming tx\ 
themfelves a power of working miracles, 
as proofs of their bdng Teachers from 
God, tbefe are fads not ody. affimied by 
the writer of their a£ls, himfelf an eye* 
witnefs, and companion of fome of them, 
bnt which appear alio from their own 
epifUes, addrefied to the conyerts whom 
they had made in different |)arts of the 
world. 

Should y^u deny thefe writii^s to he 
genuine, and affirm them tp be the prc^ 
du6lion of a later age (though he who 
would affirm this will never be able to 
prove it) yet ftill a full aflurance could 
be had, that the Difciples of Jfefiis realJy 
laid claim to miraculous powers, and that 
this claim was. well known at the time, and 
in the very places when and where it is 
faid to be made. For that .Chriftianity 
was profeffed.to be received in the world, 
upon the belief of miracles;, or thatit^ 
Hvii coI^rert8 alleged, as the.xDQtive xjf 



Digitized by 



Google 



their cdnv*rfidn, the miracles (jf its pfeSfclt^ 
ers, is a fa^ alloWdi, and which muftb^ 
allowed, by tvety^Oner Mt/ho knows thStt 
Chriftianity was then preached^' •^And 
^ (as is obferved by one of the itidft 
^* powerful chatopions which thfe &ofpel 
^' has had in this, or ihdeefd ih any age) 
^ this ^beir teftkrronj^ is the fame* kind df 
*' evidence for thofe ftnra^tes, as if thtf 
^ had put it ^in writings atid thdfe writing^ 
'' h«d dome do\*4i*4Q U^.- Arid it is i^ 
*^ evidence, becaufe it is of fafts, which 
^* they had capacity and foil opportutiity 
<^ to infortn themfelvfes of. I{ is.alfo dif- 
« tin6^ from the dir^ of tx^rdft^hiftoHf- 
** cal efxridence, > though it is -df the fatrifc 
^ kind: and it would fee allowed to bfc 
'^* diftin^.ift all cSitfes. For were a f*ft 
*' related by bn6 or moi^e atKifem hl<torf»- 
*^ ans^and difputed inafter-afg6S,^«nhis 
^ fsi£h is acknowledged to have been be- 
^ lieved by great numbers^ of the ^age, ih 
*' which the hiftorian fays it was done, 
•* wdiild be allowteJ ah additional proof 
" of fuch fad, quite diftinft from the ex- 



Digitized by 



Google 



834 

<hac Uk (ioQVierfioQ of (9 miQ/, both 7/vr 
«iMi Gfiiii«ks» t0 Chafti»ii(y» In the time 
pf ihe A^ioftks« on Uie ilrenglth of naijv 
{:l«i, if • proof that QKraeie^ were pre* 
KjMifld io in (tfnnt «ge, iliftind |roi» the 
(teftuaioi^ pf i^ writer of the 4!^ ^ the 
AfififiMft fmA of (the wiiw of tfee E^ifiUt, 
m4 trpvJd hviie SweiP li)flicsie9t evidence 
iDf Che fa^« eten al^owgh ^ pottrnpo- 
iraiy hidoiMn h»d put it «ito m^q^ 

7%eiaei»c|»oii4e»tioivilKS^Eeiic>W!^ 
JMtumUy preleots il6tf is,'«^KiJ^r ihefe 
pfSttK^tms -to :miraiQjle0 lofttheifirft pneach- 
«>;« of ^ChlliftianHy ^wy&i^e e^wur ^dtf^od to 
4>e ^fc.— ntet iliefie«»over tun a^y ifiich 
ilcAeQiOfiy iev(»y i«Ap»rti«;[ iaqwner wriH 
iNiRitfaick^^vdbenjhetieflQSfB that* if das had 
ib Appeticft ftiJOHdiwe jieen haaMiied^wn 
JK> us« jtfid 'would hsveibeco fo oBudh tm- 
iprov^ hy ithe>QiiMtnes iof the tCoipri/'Who 

-p. 355. . r . 



TV 

Digitized by 



Google 



335 

Imd povreti leaning, and ike prcgndkes 
of die people on tfa^ir fide, asmnfthave 
cfiecked its propagaikm^reyeri-^Batl 
decline enlarging on tkic ai^g^utnent^ oat 
otdy liecanle what Was dfered vk3i regard 
to^lhe rairades of 7<g^s nay l)e<appl3ad 
to ^ofe of his ov/n DiCcipieg, bm» .a^ 
becBufe a «i6dem «i]i>elietier vriti faaodi^ 
venture ti^ affitM^ ^v^t &i$ predbecdTaiB 
in the earKeil ages^ had it not in dtttr 
poWerflto^O^. 

' And afi the miracles of the Apoftdicai 
age, never were^ffte6l;ed'iobe impoftusi^ 
lettiS, ti^xJt, fee whether ^fiii^ circufiiftM^ 
^ces ^did not tittend iSiem, as ^ppove iA^A^ 
1iadftey1)een impoflupes,^ey<x)tfld nwiit 
liavc avoided a-det<S^on: 

'* Ittlkli'fpf afeing 'ofSt. PtL^i cMldhtiim TiriwvfwrJMi- 

A|HldC!yiiiJL3.\Oiie.who excelled every other deeeiver4yr 
triclM he performed Arough the {>ower of magic. '^ that 
hei^lfl a conf<^ofi of 4he tkfts, lilifle drey i^e t ilifi^%^ 
cribiiig them to a reproachftd^UHlle* 
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dttffin^ which this pietieofioa ^to Hiii^lc;iS 
iiras^kept up* Now from the commence^ 
mcnt of the mioiftry of the ApolUes^ to 
the dcadx of St. 3okng who furvived all 
ihe reft, a |>enod of abp?e ditfeefcore year^ 
dapfed. Is it then* atall^ credible, thaf 
a (yficiti of fcaud ihcyuld ilQtc^ave betfayt 
cd itfiJf iq kfe tifae thaft thisj? Wbea 
.tidfacles are the tx\A of the few? tojmpqfe 
upon the iiiany, this, of rtecfeffity^ xoor 
trafts the duration of the pretenfion to 
thein ; b^caufe frauds, of loBg continu-^ 
mnce cannot alvfays keep in the. fame 
liaKtd^. jQ0?r4Qr;tp;c^rry AeiB op,^ci;c 
mfiSk be a fucceifiqiii of.qw^edera^^ ap^ 
fttch a ijicqeffli^n. would ; produce, a rde* 
teflion of the whole. Befj^es^ ^ ^^^?T 
repetiuon of an impofture endangers its 
Cfedit^it is nQ/wqpplider^bl^ prQqC,tbat 
the miracles of-tbeinfpiredvpubliflieif^pf 
Chriftianity wefe riot irtijpoftures; 'fibiS^ 
.jthQilgh,repe^,tedfo^^ 
£t remained unfbakemo*iivpri ^ *^^'^ i. 
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^iiis receives additional Wfeigbt wheii 
We confider, that thefe miracles were ndt 
confined to one particular fpot, and to one 
particular fet of witnefles ; but the fcenes 
of them were laid in moft of the great 
dties, throughout the wide extent of the 
i?(W2^72 empire.— If the workers of them 
had remained fixed at Jerufalcm^ or if, 
when they did preach the Gofpel at othei^ 
places, they had all moved thither in a 
body> fuch a fituation might have enabled 
them to fet a confederacy on foot ; and it 
might poflibly have been alleged^ that 
their pretenfion to miracles was backed 
by a party previoufly inclined^ nay inte^ 
refted to fupport them* Bilt^ how, all 
pretence ibr fuch a fufpicion is cut o£F4 
The Apoftles, unlike to ccmfederated im- 
poftors^ did not keep in a body, to aid and 
fupport each other^ but feparated them-^ 
felves id the different cornets of the 
earth: — a condufl this, which as it was 
neceflary in order to propagate their reli-i 
gion, would haVfe been the height of folly^ 
had their religion been btiilt on fraud and 
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f;;beme of fraud mull have dwindled to 
fiiOtMng; DO regpular plan could be pur* 
fued^ no unity of defign oould have Tub* 
£fled, no community of intereib been 
prefervei In a word, this condix^ ren- 
ders the fuppofition of a confederacy 
abfurdj hccaufe it put it out of their oyrn 
power to have any nuniber of confede- 
rates. For they could not poffibly meet 
with any party, in the cities where they 
firft preached^ inclined to fupport them* 
The inhabitants of Antdcch^ of Athens^ of 
Corinth, or of any 04iier of the places where 
thte Apoftles preacKed, nev«f heard of the 
name of Jig/tti, before the nuiiacles appeal- 
ed to excited them to beKeve. To foppofe 
a confederacy, dberefore, in this cafe, 
would be to fuppofe it, where there was 
an impoflibility of having confeckrates. 

If to the above reflcftions we add, that 
the fame circumftances attended the mi* 
racles of the Apoftles among the Gentiles^ 
whick attended the miracles of J^fw 
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»m©iig tJid y^tosi that thofe perlohi t6 
whain they were pmpofed, were neither 
biaffed by a previdUs difpofition of their 
-own to admit them^ nor reftrained by any 
power lodged with the propofcrs, from 
examining them ; but that, on the con- 
trary, the Apoftles were^as much oppofed 
by ^ Pagan pricfts and magiftrates, as 
their mafter had been by thofe df thfe 
Jews ; if, I fay, we take all this into oiit 
confidcration, the conclulipn Will appear 
Jufty to every impartial inquirer^ that the 
Apoftolical miracles were neither fcreeii- 
cd by any confederacy, nor owed theif 
credit to want of examination^ 

Having then Ihewft that the miracle 
recorded in the New Teftament are fup- 
ported by a teftimony fo full, fo free froni 
every defeft, and that the circumftancei 
under which they were pubUChfed> affur* 
us, fo unqueftionAbly) bf their triith, I 
own myfelf »ot a little furpriited> to fee it 
afferted by the author of the Effay on 
.Miracles^^* That there is not to be found, 

2 2 



Digitized by 



Google 



S40 

•* in all hiftory, any miracle attdle^ fey ft 
" fufEcient number of men, of fuch «»• 
'' queflioned good fenfe, education and 
'^' learning as to fecure us againft all delti* 
'* (ion in themfelves ; of fuch imdoubted 
** integrity as to place them beyond all 
" fufpicion of any defign to decdve 
" others ; of fuch credit and reputation 
•* in the eyes of mankind as to have a 
'* great deal to lofe in cafe of being de- 
** tefled in any falfehood ; and at the lame 
'< time attelling fa^ performed in fuch a 
'* public manner, and in fo celebrated a 
f * part of the world, as to render the de* 
" teflion unavoidable : all which circum* 
" fiances are requifite to give us a full 
" affurance in the teftimony of men *•" 

However confidently this be aflerted, 
from what I have offered it feems plain^ 
that in every circumfiance, really effen- 
tial, the teftirtjony for the miracles of the 
N?w Teftament, has. the qualifications. 

; ♦Pbilofophical Effajt, p« 1 83. 
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which this gentleman requires. Can he 
iay, Aat they are not attefted by a fuffi. 
cient number of witneffes ? This cannot 
t>e affirmed with any juftice ; for we have 
feen, that, independently of the teftimony 
of the Apoftles themfelves, every perfon 
converted to Ghriftianity by its infpired 
publifliers, may be fuppofed to be a wit- 
ncfs of tpiracles performed by them.— ^ 
Will it be aflerted then, that none of 
them had good fenfe, learning and edu- 
cation enough to fecure themfelves from 
delufion? To give this charafter of the 
many thoufands, converts to Ghriftianity 
on the evidence of miracles, would be toa 
yn\d an aflfertion. However ; one would 
think that learning atnd education cannot 
be very neceffaiy, to make men adequate 
judges of matters of faft prefented to their 
eyes; and that common fenfe was all 
that could be requifite in the witneffes of 
the Gofpel miracles, to fecyre them from 
delufion* Btft perhaps they may be fuC^ 
ped:ed of an intention to deceive others 
|i»d wanted integrity,— . What ? Can tbofe 
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pcribiif be fufpefljcd pf wanting integrity^ 
who, as we h»ve km* far from j^ioing 
^ny lining by thw teftiroony, wtre ia» 
volvcd by it m every hard(hip aof) difr 
trcis ?-?f Will he next fay, that they VFcrc 
not of fuch credit and reputatioa in tho 
^y e$ of ii^en as to have a great cleal to loCe^ 
in ^aSf ofbeill^dete^ledinaay faJiehood^ 
firrTo this- I would ^Mrer* that th« wit» 
neiles of th^ Ne^ JeftamgiU miraplest 
though you reprefent \hem ia as delpicar 
hie a light as yon plcafc, with regard to 
i:redit ani reputatiop in the eye^ of the 
world, yet ha4 agreat d^l to lofe ;-T-Tbcy 
|Coul4 fufier pain, they could fmart und^ 
(co)irges, they could feel, the r^lkaiAtS of 
imprirppmenti thejMOuId blieed under th^ 
hands pf the i^xecutioner. Surely they 
Hrho had their lives to lofe, and a^ually 
loft them,jpuft bff owRed tplofe^a grea| 
deal.-T-Of,, laftly» will this; gentleman fay^ 
that the Qofpcl. curacies wcrcL not per* 
formed injbpiiblie amamier, andinfq 
celpbfiatediapart oCthc wprld;as.topepdeir 
g.<leiP^to WflftVOidable? If hf WB aim 
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this, txr if you, after what I have coHefttdt 
<^ this point, fhouM concur in the aflef- 
fton, I (hall then fit down and defpftir of 
convincing you : — I flialF look upon you 
as being determined agaidft oonviftion^ 

I Ihail only add^ that as the teftitnony 
for the miracles of the New 'i'eftament^ 
has been proved to have All the circum- 
fiances, which this great champion againft 
the miracles, in general, thinks requifite 
to give a full afFurance in the teftimony 
of man, I hope that I have fufficiently 
eftabli^ied theii* crolibility ,- efpecially as^ 
I attempted; and I? hope not unfuccefsw 
fully, in the beginning of this treatife, td' 
anfwer that reafening of the lame gcntte-^ 
man,, which would make the miittculbus 
nature of ii faft, to hteaf dcmonftration of 
its impoflibihty. 

l^houghyotjr patience has, by this time, 
been fuflScietitly triedi yet as< the import*^ 
ance of my fubjeft i*e<5[uii*ei?, ti&at tiothing 
filOuld^bc omittetf wHitlfr may ftrchgdicii- 
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pny argumeiit, I muft beg the conianuaqc^ 
lOf your at^entipp^ wk^ I gQ through thfi 
laft head which I prppofe4 to tre^t of^ aQ4 
attempt tp p^pye 

That, befidies the imexceptipnable proof 
^om teftimpny; the credibility of the Gpf? 
pel piiracles is pon^rnijed to jus, \)y cplkr 
teral evidences pf the inpft firikipg nature^ 
and which no fpurious miracles can boafl; 

k ■ ■ 

The firft pircupifiance which X 0ia}^ 

ipention, as a collateral evidence of the 

• . • . . > .... . ^ 

r.eality of the Gpfpel miracles, an4 a? 
^ddingjypigjit fp the te(|bimpny by wjiich 
jthey are fuppprted— is the great cb^inge 
jptroduf:c4 into the ftate pf religipp^ by 
^e firft preachers pf phnftianity , 

Indeed, this ppifit has been fp frequent- 
ly and Ip yrpll ^ndled, and ^^i^tqadpfj fp 
amply thrpugh all its branches, ^peci|i|ly 
|n the npblc difcp^rfes pf Bifhop Atter^ 
iury, ^;^ \n tji? wcur^ perfgrmafigeof 
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Mr. Wejl^ that it would be entirely imne« 
ceflary to enlarge upon it here* It will 
fufiice, therefore, to obferve that unle& 
we believe the firft publifhers of Chriftiao* 
^ty to have been vetted with miraciiloijs 
|K>wers, thereby commanding attention 
afad proving their divine miffipn, it woul4 
he impofTible to aflRgn any one caufe ade- 
quate to tte eftabliftiment of the religbn 
of Jtfas^ on the ruias of Fts^un fuper-? 
ftition. Once diveft them of the powers 
of working miracles, which we afcribe to 
them, and we Oiall not be able to coni<? 
prebend 1*qw they could gain fo much ay \ 
iOi^ convert to theif religion. Every 
difficulty and difcouragement, that ican be 
imagiuiedi oppc^ed the propagiition of the 
Go^i. Whether we confider who its 
publifiiors were, nuen in the loweft ftatiom 
pf life^ without riches to bribe, authority, 
%o awe, i3q>vtation to influence, learning 
confu^. or eloquence to perfuad^ thofe 
p whom they ^tddreffed jthemfclves ; or/ 
wjtether lye ppnfidei: ?yhajt they h^d tQ 
Uru^le with^ the power of the civil ma* 
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gidrateSi the tnfluefice of the priefts of 
the eftablifhed religions, and theprejudi^ 
cts of every hearer-— ia aay of diefc views^ 
the eftablifhmem of Chriftianity^ mikk 
vre admit the reality of the miracles kid 
ciaim to, muft be looked upoa^ to have 
been morally impoffible. Sooner cpuUi 
the inconfiderable nymber <^ Qinftian 
preachers have conquered the Ronuvi^eM- 
pire without arms, than extended their 
religion without miracles* Rob- them of 
this weapon and we are coi^wiickdac tlie 
execution they did« 3ttt cmce fuppofe 
them thus fitted for thf combat, and tiie 
vifkirks which they gained will appeario 
be no more than what might njuiurally be 
expe6led. Then {hall we comprdhend^ 
how' Cbriftianity (hould fpmad iltfelf i^^ith^ 
fuch rapidity; bow mea fiKMiiti be f<K 
«kger in embracing it, tliougb tkcy wcm^ 
fiire alfo of embracing mifery apndt perie- 
cution;^ and how Co maoiy eomsCTts^could^ 
J^ added te t!he Chnrph^ amidft the groans*^ 
oPcKpiring martyrs. > 
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But as I am fenfible that T propofb w-t 
gumcnts to one, who will make them pafi; 
JftriSIy in review before him, I cannot 
difinifs the prefent one, without obviating 
what you will, perhaps, objeft againft its 
jbeing conclufive. — It may be argued, then^' 
pn order to weaken this argument, drawn 
from the effeft which the hiiracles of jfe- 
Jpbs and his Apoftles had, that many who 
mijft have feen them were xiot convinced 
}py them ; that Jefus, far from' converting 
|he bulk of the JewSy was put to death 
|>y than, and that the Apoftles and firft 
{n^eachers of the Gofpel, to the Gentiles^ 
ffjktt with the fame fete* 

In oppofition to this objeftion, I beg 
leave to obferve, that, if it has any weight 
litalf, itwll prdve this— That the fame 
ifiviifenpe muft appear With the fame de-' 
grec of ftrength to every uqderftandit^g ; 
ikit impoffibiljty of which refqlts from the 
very frame of our nature^ Education^ 
prejudice, principles diverfely efpoufed, 
different capitcities, arid difl[erent ways of 
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thinking, all- thefe arc fo many caufes 
\irhich wiU| neceflarily* make men to be 
differently affe6ied with tranfa6lions to 
which they are witneffes. Not that I 
would afhrm that a man's particular biaf$ 
of iqiad can ever fo far influence him; 
«s to make him difbrud his fenfes, provi* 
ded his feqfes \>e under the governmepk 
of hb reafon, and induce him to difpute 
the reality of a fa£i; which he himlelf 
faw. My meaning is, that a man's pre- 
judice^ may induce him to refill the con- 
fequcnces which arife from this fa6l; 
ipay induce him^ not to pay that regard 
io it which he ou^ht^ to put the wprft 
conflru£lion (Ki it, and to cafl about for 
ways of explaining it away. And, m 
this manner, it is eafy to give the reafon^ 
yhy fo many Jew^ and Gentiles were poif 
converted tp Chriftianity, though they 
were convinced of the reality of t^emif 
raculous fafts afcribed to Jejus and h^ 
^poftlesy 

Jhat both Jenfis and Gcffiiki ?ouId oq^ 
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but be ^verfe, to admit the tJlaim of tlic 
publifhers of Chriftianity to be Teachers 
from Grod, is a point whidi will not be 
difputed by any one, who recollcfts that 
the declared end of this new religion, 
was toabolifh the Jeivifli law on the one 
hand, and the Pagan fuperftition on the 
otjber. Prepoflfeffed, therefore, againft the 
doftrines which thefe miracles were de- 
figned to confirm, no wonder that many 
who were fpe6lators of them, (hould re- 
fufe to admit them as proofs that the 
performers of them were Teachera fropa 
God, and have recourfe to the inexpUca* 
ble operation of magic^ or to the abferd 
interpofition of Belzebui^ prince of the 
devils, to account for them. So that 
the rejeftion of the Gofpel miracles by 
fo many Jews and Gentiles^ fpe£lators of 
them, cannot be urged as a proof tha^ 
the miracles were falfe ; it can only prove 
that many, through their prejudices af-. 
cribed them to wrong caufes.— <Add to 
this, that an immoral praftice^ fear of 
temporal inconvenience, nay, even mere 
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SBftHy iBipediir^iats to a ccmterfion to 
Chriftianitjr, on many ^o could not 
call in doufot the reality of the miratkk 
appealed to. 

The rejcfUon of the Gofpcl miracles^ 
hfjbme, does not, then, at all, invaMdaie 
the prefumpticm we have of their truth, 
drawnr from the efFca which we Iwiow 
they had upon other ^tne£fes of them* 
Thati vaft muhitudes,both Jews ^nd Gen^ 
iiks fliould be converted to Chriilianity. ^ 
omiot be accounted for, without &ippof« 
tag the truth of the miractes, and that 
aU were not converted, could not but 
happen, whether ^t cxmfider the general 
frame of human nature, or attend to die 
particular impoiiments which I have 
pointed out. 

- I come, now, to confider a fecond col- 
lateral proof of the reality of the Gofpd 
miracles. 
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A poWer of working miracles, is only 
one fpecies of. divine ailiftance^ and men 
may, in other inftances, be under ^fuper^ 
ned^wraiirifiuence. As, therefore, the fiip^ 
pc^d incredibility of a divine afliftance, 
in general, is the chief reafon, why the 
abfolute incredibility of this particolar 
kind of divine affiftance — the working of 
cniracles, is alTerted, I cannot take a more 
effeftual way to fatisfy you of the truth cf 
the miracles afcribed to the firft pdbliih* 
ers of Chriftianity, than to Ihew Aat Goi 
was with them, in other infiances. 

And, firft, that Jtfus and his Apoftles 
were not without a divine influence with 
regard to what they taught ; or, in other 
words, that they could not have t>een the 
authors of fuch a religion, unlds they hatl 
been inftrufkd from above, will appear 
a very juft conclufion from the following 
refleftions. 

Whp, the0> were the perfons who in- 
troduced the Chriftwn relig^n into the 
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world ?— Men, whofe country; wfadfeMU^ 
cation, whofe fiation in life, incapacitated 
them from polifliing or improving any 
abilities, which they might have from na- 
ture, by the helps of learning, and fcience. 
Jfefus, ihcfon of a carpenter, and twelve, 
illiterate fifhermen, publicans, and mecha* 
lucs, do not promife great matters, when 
they take upon themfel vcs to commence 
teachers of religion, to treat of the ab* 
ftrufe points relating to a Deity and Pro- 
:vidence, and of the important obligations 
of morality. 

Great, therefore, muft be our furprize, 
to find, upon looking into tlte books which 
contain their precepts and doftrines, fuch 
a view given of God as approves itfelf to 
right reafon, fuch methods of worfhip 
prefcribed, and fuch terms of acceptance 
propofed, as are moft worthy of God to 
require ; fuch a fcheme of conduft in life 
enjoined towards thofe connefted with us, 
as is moft ufeftil to the public, and con* 
4ucive to our own private felicity \ and 
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fuch motk^a td ^ediefitre urgedi iS atre 
moft eflfeaaal to dpeKtteJ oti iheti ^ e^%tf 
temper >— Ifi a wdf d i to fed theJf Wfkifi^ 
flMed, with th6 nidft ttobte tefle^k)**, «i«i 
with fentiments thaif do Ii^nd^ t^biSfiili 
nature*. 



• Here if maj be 6bjcaed, <^ tbtt t bft^d ^VeA fr JitfretiA 

^< view of the reli^on lafttght in thf Newfefttneal, pat# 0f 

*^ wkieb, it majr be HMd, (ar fr«m being agreeable tor right 

** reafoD, is myfterious and incpmprehennble, by us«'^ — ^The 

t^ath of this i^ ackiiowletJged ; bift it da€i not, hi thcTleitft; 

affe^ my argument. — If we met with a book the greateft 

part of which was in a language we underftoodi while fonra 

few pages of it were in aa unknown tongue, on a fuppo^tioQ 

that tha bulk of the book which we underlland, containei| 

nothing but whi^t is reafoBable, we Ihould have ^(^ufKcien^ 

grounds for 6«/<>i7ti7^ that the fame vein of good fenfe ruif 

through thofe places which we do not underftand, as.thf 

f^mehand was the author of both.-«-Thiris extnemely apv 

plicable to the Chriftiaa religion. It is a fcbome imperfe^^ 

ly underilood : wbat we underftand of }t^ which is by far 

the greater part, is wife, reafonable, and beneficial. Iff 

then, what we do not comp^ehen^^ coma (at it certainly 

does) from the fame perfons who taught the reil, we have 

fuffictent grounds for b^i^ing that the whole fcheme, eTen 

in thofe parts of it which are incomprehenfihle by us, is 

agreeable to right reafon. For a do^rine may be abovt 

reafon, without being contrary to it; and what is incompre* 

benfible by men, may, to mora exalted underftandings, be 

A A 
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Should it be. faid^ that all thefe are 
points difcpyerable by human reafon, and 
confequently that the publifhers of Chrif- 
ti^ty might have taught them^ without 
being fupcrnjiturally ipftruCied ; I would 
defire you to refleft, that we can have no 
other rule of judging what is difcoverablc 
by human leafon, but by'obferving what 
difcoverijes human r^fon has a6iually 
made; and what the unafiifted faculties 
of man have ever been able tq do^ iq 



|>1aiD and intelligible* A^d as there are Ibme fuck dodrine^ 
contained in the New Teftament, fo can we give a very fa* 
tisfadory account why they are there. For the ChriiUan 
revelation does not enlarge the faculties of the human miod, 
it only propofes truths which were unknown before. Now 
as many truths relating to the infinite Creator and GoVem<^ 
or of the IJniVerfe mud, neceffarily, feem piiradoxes to our. 
limited underftandings^itisnot, at all) furprizing, that there 
ihould be myileries in Chriflianity not to be fathomed by our 
reafon. Such points could not but be mentioned, in a di" 
vine revelation' prefcribing a rule of faith : but till our 
faculties be enlarged in a future (late, it will be impufllble 
lor us to have any adequate notions of them. If they \m 
revealedj this is \noygh to fatisfy us th^t they are true : as 
to the manner of their being true, nothing being revealed^ 
pothing can be known. 
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planning a fyftem of religion, and rule 
of life, . 

And here I will not urge the extrava^ 
gancies of uncultivated reafon, the errors 
of ignorance, and the abfurdities of fuper* 
ilition, in the dark corners of the earth, 
but, to give the argument its full force, 
would defire you to confider how little, 
men of the moft^ exalted genius, in the 
moil enlightened ages of the Pagan world, 
could ever do ; how imperfeft, not to fay 
irrational, their notions of the divine na» 
ture ; how faulty and immoral, their opi- 
nions of human duty ; and how wild and 
indigefted, their ideas of the invifible 
world. 

If then a Socrates^ a Plato, an Arifiotle^ 
and a Zw//k, failed in their attempts to 
lay down a perfeft and confident fcheme 
of religion and morality, how can we ac» 
count for the fuperiority fo vifible in the 
writings of the authors of the NewTefta^ 
ment? Nothing is left for us, but eithet 

A A 2 
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tQ affirm, that the HUtcrate publifbers of 
Chriftianity were better qualified tq kt 
up for teachers of mankind, than the phi-r 
lofophers of Greece or Rom^^ who had 
learnt froni inftruftioo and fejencet all 
that gr^at abilities could learn, j or, if this 
be too abliird (as it indifputably is) we 
inuft allow, that they (royld not have 
taught fo perfeft a fcheme of religion and 
morality as they dijd, had not the darknefs 
of their naturaj faculties been removed, 
by the infpiratipn and influence of the 
Plyine Being. * , 

I know not, wtII^ what can b« offered 
to invalidate this argument, uplefs it be 
objefted, that many of the moft ii?port» 
ant articles of belief and pra^ice, which 
we receive on the authority pf the Gofpd 
revelation, hfive. been, dsm'fjifiy^^fd ai^ 
delineaf^d Q^i prir>cijplQ^ of inere„ roafon, 
3ut with regard to this, I would b^ leave 
to obfcrv^ that there is a wide, diflfereac* 
^ecvwfea proving a doQ»riae tq be agrec-^ 
able to reafQo^ ?iftec its ^mm^y i« QBtce 
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to re&fotij b^fort we h«v^ tfny tlOttott of 
its certainty. Though every one is not 
cfepfehle Gf difcoVefiflg a pmp&t^Mti in 
geometryj every one wJU readily aflfeftt td 
k| dfWr it is demotidfmed. In Uke thaft' 
fter, though humift feafoii ttt&^ not b<§ 
capable of dJfcovet-ifig the great trtttfli 
revealed in the Oofpel, yet thefe tftrthi 
ifiiy be fo agfeeable to, hiid £a weH Cdft* 
fie^eSd vrith other ttilths whklK are dbviaai 
10 rettfofi, that, Wheiievct they afe pf ti* 
pofed to u^i Ve «iiy be enabled <dd}fedv(** 
this confteftion, whkh wotfW, Gther^/lftj 
hftve efe*ped u«* Aftd M^ k, \tt faft, ih6 
Ctie: thofc learned iiien who, flnee th* 
sppi:nfitntt of Chriftianky, have dedtt^ 
all the great principles of ricUUtal rdli^ibfi 
from reafon, knew, previoufly, from reve- 
Ittfidii, tfee certaimy 6f the dbftrifies #hich 
fhey treated of; ind t Curhieflarid, A 
Clarke, or « WaUafldri, MofMkzxtt\f haVe 
fucce^d better <haft P/^rfo, or dcefa^oA 
done htfdfe, if they herd not bo^tof^ed 
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Kghts from that revelation^ which they 
were fo happy as to be acquainted with. 

As, therefore, there is the greateft rea- 
fon for believing, that Jefus and his Apof- 
tles were fupernaturally aQifted, fo far as 
relates to the rule of duty, and fyftem of 
religion which they taught — whyfliould 
it be thought incredible, that they (hould 
be fupernaturally aflifted, in another re- 
fpefl, and enabled to work miracles ? If 
there was a divine interpofition in< the 
former cafe, there cannot be the leaft 
reafon for withholding our belief that 
there was one in the latter, fince we have 
all the evidence for the faft, that the 
nature * of it can admit of— unexception* 
able teftimony. 

But, left the above argument, drawn 
from the perfeftion of the religion taught 
by Jefus^ fhould not be thought conclur 
five, fuflfer me to add another, which, in 
\ manner, demonftrates the certainty of 
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his afting linder a fupernitural influ-i 
chce; 

i have here, in my view, his prophet 
tics recorded in the Gofpels* There we 
Inay obferve, his foretdling, that he wa^ 
to be beti-ayed by Judas; and denied 
thrite by Pef^eri that he was to fuflfer by 
a violent death, and to be reftored to life 
on thfe third day ; and that his Apoftles 
Wete to faieet with the moft cruel perfe- 
tution, ^rid to lofe their lives dn account 
of the religibn which he appointed thenl 
to publifh to the world. Befides thefci 
and bthfers which might be inehtionddi 
Ve have a riioft remarkable prediftioni 
of what wa$ to happen to Jemfaltm ind 
the Jtwijh nation, related very circum^ 
ftantially^ by three of the EvangeliftS^ 
Matth. ch. 24; Mark, ch. 134 Luke, cL 21* 
It confifts of many different parts, each 
of which may be cpnfidered its a diftiiift 
prophecy. Many very extraordinary oc- 
currences, nay prodigies, that were to 
precede the principal event foretold, af^ 
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p^rdculiurly owuBcratod ; the remarkable 
drcomflances attending the fiege o{ Jt^ 
rufaUm ; the extremities to which the be* 
figged verc to be leduced ; the uncommon 
l^vecity of the befic^rs^ who were to mia 
|h«cit)r, w\ oot to leave one Ikme upcm 
^ao^her of the temple i and the fingnlaf 
Sue 9f (b^ 7cm who were to be led cap^ 
tivf$ into every ^^tion ; all theie particu- 
Isn^fp clearly ivemioned by J^/i£x^ and 
l^^Qfy fttmifte& the moll fatisfadcMy 
prQQ&^ that ^ey have been completely 
vwaSoi*. Ih^ therefore, whocaafup* 

-t Tilt isftder who woiiM fee* bow. lemarkably this prc- 
• 4t£tk(p agrees witl| the events related by the hiftoriaps, will 
receive full faiisfadion from a perufal of Archbifliop Til- 
loU^i'a fem^mt i^ Ike fobjn^ where he will obferve the 
itreryd pa/tic^iilaf^pivMij^led Qf the ijeftrtK^tipu of Jeru&iem 
iViv4 tfaei9r^rua^iDg events conneAed with rt, corroborated 
\iy the exprefs teftimonies of Dion Caffius, Tacitus, Jufe* 
phuSy and other hift^fians. — See, alio, Biftop Pearfes Ana* 
lafia of the Prpp|i©cjr» in Dr. J(ortin*i Repaart^ ^n Bcclefi* 
aftjp^l Hiftory.*r-We q^ t\oi reC^r tp the tidtiwopy o# 
hiftory, to know whether the Jews hate been led captives 
into all nations as our Saviour foretold ; ibr tbe-pref^nt 
fiiuation of thai reprobi^ipd. Mlion is as welt known, as^it 
. »* VQ^ieri&il aQ4 vljovir ^u|d ijEi^^t^a arfuin^nM^hifh 
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pofe that fo many difUnt| coniie£ied 
cventti could be forefeen without the gift 
of prophecy, muft, to be confiftent with 
hiailelf» allow it to be pofliblej, that the 
£c>rtuitous dafhes of a pencil could pro^ 
ducc a number of regular figures ib aa 
hiftorical pifture *. 

may be 4Tawn from it, hi confirfiialaon o£ Chri^iemHp 
placed la tbe (Irongeft light» will read, with pleaAire, the 
French author of the Priocipes d^ la Foj Chretienne, as 
quoted by Mr. Weft, p. 395—409* The learned, (though 
alajpft fofgotte^) I>r. J«ckfoii'»collcaaons# rotating t^ Ak 
ftate of the Jewg compaMd with the prophecies coDcerning 
them, alfo, greatly dtfcrve to beconfulted. 

• Some figurative particulars mentioned in this predic* 
tion have given rife to an opinion, that a prcdidHon of the 
deftrudiion of the world, is interwoven with that of ihe dc- 
ftruiSion of Jerufalem. But the favourers of fuch an opi- 
nion would do well to conlider, how they can reconcile it, 
to th6 plain declaration of our Saviour, who adds, Verily 
I fay unto you, this generation (hall not pafs away, till a// 
thefe things be fulfilled. Accordingly, Dr. Hammond ex- 
plains thefe figurative particulars in fuch a manner, asfliewf 
that they had a real completion at the dcftruaion of Jeru- 
falem : and if the reader will turn to Sir Iftac Newton's 
chapter, on the Prophetic Langgage of Scrtpture^in his ob- 
fervations on Daniel, he will be fatisfied that fuch an intej^- 
pretatioft of them is far from being fjorced and unnaturaL— 
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since then, w6 caii bt at a cfertaintjr^ 
that Jefus was fupernaturally afltfted iil 
this inftance^ of fcreteHing future cdntin- 
gencies, why fliould we i*efufe to believe^ 
upon unexceptionable teftimony, that he 
was fupernaturally aflifted in another in* 
ftance-^that of working of miracles ?•— I 
need fcarcely add, that this collateral evi* 
dence is peculiar to the Scripture mira* ' 
cics, f6r that any of the pretended won-* 
der-workers, whofe exploits have been {o 
much boafted of, were veiled with the gift 
of prophecy, cannot beafHrmedi 

ttoWever; If Uny one (tiould beoJfopiDion> that the deflrucii 
lion of Jerufalem is predid^d in fuch terms as are typical of 
|he deflrudion of the world> I ftiall not be-averfe to fub- 
fcribf to it ; and (hall only obferve^ that Chriil's coming td 
take vengeance on the Jews, and his coming to judge th<i 
worlds feera to have been thought by the^ primitive Chriiii- 
ans, as one and the fame event \ a plain proof this of the 
g^nuinenefs of the prediction in quel^ion, which mud have 
teen in their hands before Jerufalem was deftroyed^ others 
, wife they could never have entertained an opinion, which 
Ihofe who lived after that event mift have feen to b* 
^roundleif. 
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I come nowi to a third collateral proof 
of the genuinenefs of the miracles admit- 
ted by the Proteftant Chriftian. And at 
this fhall be my laft argument, fo do I 
think it a moft important one. 

Whether we confine ourfelves-to the 
miracles of the New Teftament, or extend 
our confideration to thofe of the Old 
(which we equally admit) we ftiall, con- 
ftantly, and without any exception, find^ 
that all thofe perfons who are, there^ faid 
to have performed miracles, affumed the 
charafter of Prophets, or Teachers fent 
from God, and that their miracles were 
intended as credentials, to eftablifh their 
claim, to add authority to the meffages 
which they delivered, and to the law 
which they taught. This is not more re- 
markably true of Jefus and his Difciples, 
than it is of Mofes and his fucceffors the 
Jewtjh prophets : and, after ufing the beft 
means of information, I think myfelf war-, 
ranted to believe it to be equally true, that 
none of thofe perfons amongft the P^/>^jit^ 
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to whom miracles have beed ftfcribeclt 
even laid claim to fuch a divine mifiion 
as that by which the workers of the Scrip- 
ture miracles are dtftinguiCbed : and that 
their not having laid claim to this charader 
of Teachers from Heaven, will greatly 
ftrengthen the objeflions I have urged 
againft' the credibility of the miracles re- 
ported to have been wrought by them, 
will, perhaps, appear to be a fair condu^ 
fion, if we attend to thd following cb* 
fervations** 

The laws eftabliflied in the univerfe, or, 
in other words, the courfe c^ nature ; may 
be akered either by God's mmfihle agencjf 
or by the X3ifible agctuy of men made ufe of 
as his inflruments, and vt^A with powers 
for this purpoie. Kow, though we may 

*}t mtty not be impiopei to ob^rve hef^, thwk fhmigtk 
the gmnd impoftor, wbo fouidkfl the Mdi«m«taii idqgivnt 
affumed the charaAer of a Prophet or Teacher fent £rom 
God, yet it it well known that he exprelsly difclaimcd all 
pnwer c^ workring mirae^* Sec bis Life by Dr. PrN 
deaiix, p* 34— 26. 
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be certain thai God will never rcverfe tfce 

courfe of nature, but Cor important etvis 

(tlie courfe of miture bcdng the plan of 

government Jaid down by himfclf) infinite 

wifdoflu may fee ends highly worthy of a 

miraculous interpofition, the importance 

of which may lie hid from our (ballow 

eomprehenfion. Were, therefore, the 

tniracles, about the credibility of which 

we how difpute, events brought about by 

iw^jUik Sffmcy^ thoogh our being able to 

difcover an important end ferved by a 

r^iraele^ would be no weak, additional 

motive ta our believing it, oar not being; 

9bltt txx difcover any luch end, couM be no 

motive to induce f» to rejeSl it, if t)^ 

txftiiDOBy proetoced to eonfinn it be un^ 

exceptionable^ 

But the miracfe^ about which we are, 
principally, concerned, are miracles aC- 
cr&ed to the mfihle agency of men; with 
regard «o which the cafe if widely differ- 
ent. For if, in a matter of this kind, 
biimao reafon can arrive at any certainty. 
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there feems fufficient foundation for aflert- 
ing, that God never will veft.men with a 
power of working miracles, unlefs fuch 
power be veiled in them, for this one end, 
to fatisfy the world that they are really 
under a fupeniatural influence, and are 
to be lSt>ked upon as Teachers from 
Heaven. That this end is of the higheft 
importance, our reafon enables us to di(^ 
cover, and I have already^ d>ferved to 
you * that miracles are the bed credeu'- 
lials, to gain reception to any thing pub^ 
lilhed in the name of the Supreme Being. 
But every other end that God can propole 
to ferve by piiracles, it (hould feem may 
be effefted without having recourfe to the 
inflrumcntality of A^mj;i ^jffn/^. Whether 
his moral government be to be vindicated, 
his fiipremacy to be afferted, calamities to 
be inflifted upon pr, happinefs communi- 
cated . to focietie? or individuals ; or if^ 
befides thefe, miraculous interpofitions be 
requifitc for any other providential end^ 

♦ S«c aboye, p. 41— 4^. 
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all this may be effefled by God s invijibk 
agency, without calling in the vifibleagen^ 
cy of men, and veiling them with power 
to perform the events. 

Now we cannot fuppofe, that God 
would make ufe of men as his inftruments 
in reverfing the laws of nature, when the 
ends of his miraculous interpofition could 
be effefted by his own immediate opera- 
tion. Fpr the fame arguments by which 
ve are enabled to difcover the wifdom of 
^e Deity, lead us to this conclufiqn, that, 
vx his opera^ons, he "will always aft in the 
moft fimple, and regular way, without 
flaking ufe pf unneceflary, fuperfluous 
jneans^ 

This confideratiop places^the Scripture 
miracles, and, particularly, thofe of Jefvs 
find his Apoftles, on a pecuUar footing of 
credibility. They were performed for the 
exprcfs purpofe oC confirming the trUth of 
^ charafler which the workers of them 
^flumed, that of being revealers of the wil^ 
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of God. This is a circumftance that muft 
add greatly to the weight of tbeteftimony 
fopporting thetn; if, as I. hope, 1 have 
afligned fubftantial reafons for believing 
that the only end of enabling men to work : 
miracles is to prove their divnie mifiSon, 
and that of all thde, to whom fuch fu]^r* 
natural power has been aicribed, nont 
ever afibmed the character rf Teacllers 
from the true God — except thofe perfdns^ 
wbofe miracks are rdattd m the Sctip^ 
tuxes. I fay the tnu Goi, any^elaMU of 
a Pagan wwidcr-wcwrker to a miffio«j, from 
^S&itfaifh objefls of adoration, beings ofify at 
feefk inAance of impofture, 

But^ perhaps, it will be alleged, that the 
miracles afcribed to the agency of the 
i{()M^ faints have this qualification, and 
iKere performed for the very &fltie pur« 
pofei tiuit were propded by the miracles 
ti j€fus zsbA his Apofiles'^the confirm^ 
atieiiL of doflrines looked upon to be e& 
fential to Ghriftiaaiity. 
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Ndtking can be farther fnom 1^ teuth 
than this affertion. J^us and his Apof- 
ties, we are certain, aflumed the charafter 
of divine Tcacbcrs^ and t3jC|Mrcfely bedimed, 
that their works nwre cffedentiaU of ^ 
ciliara6ler aSumed. But Sa hr u ihk fwm 
bei»g the cafe of any of the /Iflf^g^ &f«t«, 
that I think I ms^ fafely chatteoge ihm 
admirers, io {»rodace an^ writan^ of «9^ 
of them, in whidi a pow(^ pf viwliiflg 
jnii^ades is claimdL muc^ kfs f^m ^y 
'teftaoce any one lof them^ who pr^i>df4 
ever to have received saxy d^rims i^pin 
Heaj^B, which he m^^ coofir^m Ipf 
iraracies. The M0n^/k «hwch ^rjyosi, 9^ 
wie do, aid its doflrines fro^ this Ijiiftiri^ 
fWafelsBKr^ of Chriftii^ty^ and bS^tU 4:hat 
they ha^m been handfid >down t^ th^m^ 
eidier authorioed by the Soriptores^ or 
^rarrantod by ^tadkioiu : Nooe jof ibe 
pretences to miracles, itherc&«^ jMooogft 
^)€iii, can be odienwifeiiirged as |iiK»Q& 
4^ their do&rioes, «faa« asihey ane bfcrifeed 
^ perfons, who wi^re |idie«ea ^ ihfffe 
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do£lrines, fuppofed to have been ^xtsAy 
revealed, 

But ftill it may be urged^ that^ though 
the Romi/h miracle-workers have never 
affumed the charaQer of divine Teachers^ 
it was highly expedient they fliould be 
veiled with fuch a power, in order to 
prove the truth of their interpretations of 
the Scriptures, it\ oppofition to Protefe 
lants and other heretics* Neither will 
this pretence ferve their caufe. For we 
defy them to produce an inftance of a 
feint, who ever declared that he was veiled 
with a miraculous power, for fuch an 
end. — ^Befides ; moft of their famous won* 
der- workers lived bdbre the reformation^ 
when, as yet, no body difputed their inter-^ 
pretatioM of the Scriptures, or the aur 
thcnticity of their traditions. And thofe 
few who have had the lionour of miracles 
attributed to. them fince the reformation 
-(for inllances of miracle-working feen^ 
fmce that famous periods tp dimini{h«, 
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among Papijls^ in proportion as inftances 
of witchcraft have diminiflied amongft us\ 
have not performed their miracles under 
fuch circumftances, as could be of fervice 
in converting of heretics. The fcenes of 
them have been always amongft them- 
felves ; and none have ever had it in their 
power to examine into the evidences of 
them, but thofe very perfons whom we 
havereafon either to charge with cfedulity, 
or to fufpefl: of fraud. If Heaven, there- 
fore, had vefted the Romijh faints with 
miraculous powers, to prove the doflrinea 
of their church to be genuine, we may be 
certain that they would have been di- 
refled to exercife thefe powers, at places 
where thefe doftrines were not believed^i 
and in prefence of thofe whom it w^s 
intended to convert to the faith. — Let, 
then, the Papijls abftain (if they have any 
modefty) from boafting of the truth of 
their church from the glory of miracles, 
till they can fend, into an heretical coun- 
try, mifTionaries vefted with fuch a power, 
|ind afferting to themfelves the chara6ler 
3 B 2 
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of emlwjfadors from Qo^i 10 CQPfiri^ jp$m 
fefy. 

I fhall only add^ that as it is an incEfpula-r 
ble fkSt, that the Romtfit xxulfiooaries, 
preaching in the Indies, do not pretend tq 
be vefted with a pow^ of working mira« 
cles to confirm Chriftiaivly td P^tgaas^ 
this one confideratiop is enough to fatisfy 
^ny rcafonabk man, that none of the he^r 
roes of the breviary^ vftve vefled with 
fuch a powcTj to confirm J^aperyt t% 
Papi/ls. 

Though I have, now, extended thisj 
treatifc \o a much greater length than I pro* 
pofed at firft, I cannot conclude, without 
:piaking fome dbfervations upon th^ Ute 
<!ontroverfy about the miracles of the pri- 
mitive ages of the church, maintaii^ed on 
the one hand by Dr. MiddUten^ and oi^ 
the other, by an almoft ^ndlefe number of 
his brethren the clergy ; a controverfy 
vhich, though carried on by perfons 
^rofefling Chiiftianityj^ has-^ neyerthckfi^ 
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g»tot)y idtereited the enemies of Chnfikn^ 
kfi by die manner 'm which it has been 
cofiidaded $ and as it has furnilhed you, 
in partkalar^ with many of the objed^ionsr 
which I have attempted to znfwtt, I coukt 
n€t paffr k over uti^f^i^rked upoHi with^ 
out leaving niy fubjeaudinifhed^ 

In order then to form a true judgment 
of this difpute^ it will be neceflary to call 
to mind the diftin&ion lately mentioned by 
me, that miracles are of two forts, either 
events brought about1)y God's immediate, 
invifible interpodtion, or works performed 
by the agency of mem made iife of as his^ 
inftruments ; and to apply this to the quef. 
tion before us,. 

Now it is to be obferved, th&t the <ic(ft- 
troverfy does not at all relate to miracles 
of invifible agency. Had Dr. MiddJetcnt 
mdintamed, that there haveb^en noiuch 
ifiterpofitlons of Providence fince the 
publicatbn of the Gofpel, he could have 
beeneaiily refuted* For^ fome fuch isi« 
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terpofitions may be dearly traced in te 
early ages of the church, fo ftrongly at- 
t^efted as to leave us naroom for doubting 
of their having happened.— In particular, 
he who can fuppofe that the vaft multi- 
tudes of Chriftian martyrs during the per- 
fecutions. of the three firft centuries*, 

* The perfecutioD under tlie Emperor Decius about the 
year 250, defcribed as follows by Dr. Cave, will give the 
reader a juft idea of tbc reft.—" Perfecuting the Chriilians 
** was the debate of all public councils, and the great care 
*' of the magiftrates, wbich did not vent itfelf in a few 
** tbrealenings and hard woris, but in iludying metbods of 
«* cruelty, and inftruments of torments, the very appreheu- 
«* fion whereof is dreadful and amazing to human nature : 
«« fwords and axes, fire, wild beafts, fnakes, and engines t«i 
** ftretch and diftend the limbs ; iron chains made red hot» 
** frames of timber fet up ftraight, in which the bodies of the 
«* tormented, as they ftood, were raked with nails that tore 
«' off the fleft) ; and innumerable other arts daily invented, 
« every great man being careful that another (hould not 
*^ feem to be more fierce and cruel than himfelf. Some 
^ *' came as informers, others as witnefles; feme fearchcd all 
** private corners, others feized upon them that fled, and 
** fome who gaped for their ndgbbour's eftaies, took hold of 
•* the opportunity to accufe and perfecute them for being 
" Chriftians. So that there was a general confufion and con- 
«* f ernation, every man being afraid of his neareft relatives, 
'f the father not confulting the fofety of his child, nor thfe 
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Whofe firmneTs and intrepidity amazed; 
i*ay even wearied out their inhuman petfe-^ 
Gutors> and whofe behaviour under all 
the variety of fuflferings and torments, w% 
account of their religion, wa3 To fuperior 
to th6 utmoft efforts of human nature in 
the ufual courfe of things ; he, I fay, wha 
can fuppofe, that this venerable hoft of 

'* chiW regarding Us duty to Its parents $ the Gentik fx^n 

V betraying his CbriiUaQ fatbtr^ and the Infidel father ao» 

V cufing his fon for embracing Chriilianity ; and the bro* 
** ther afccoUnting it a piece oT piety to yiolate the laws of 
^ nature iti the caiife of religion, and to condemn his^o;vn 
V^ brother betaitfe a Cfariftiau, By this means the woods 
!* became feill,. and the cities empjy ; and yet no fooner 
*' were many houfes rid of their proper owners, but they 
'' were turned into common gaols, the public prifons not 
^ being able to contain the multitudes of Chfiftians jt}iat 
^^ were ient to them. You could not go into the markets, 
** or places of ufual ccncourfe, but you might have fe.en 
** fome apprehended, others led to trial or execution ; fome 
^* weeping, others laughing and rejoicing at the commoki 
^* roifery ; no regard had to age, or fex, or virtue, or merit; 
** but as in a city flormed by a proud and potent conquer- 
** or, every thing was, without mercy, expofed to the 
** rage and rudencfsof a barbarous and inhuman enemy •*- 

Cave's Lives of the Fathers, p. ISK 
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holy confei&n> cwid. have braved dcatti 
with a fortitude fb oacomtnon, if God had 
1^, by his iflvifibleskgeticy, imerpofed to 
€Oinfoft and (leafgthen their minds ondcif 
ftttJk difti^Ts^ wiU bdieve « lUiracle great* 
«r th«ft «iy of tkdfe to -trhith ure ChriA 
ihww apfitoU But ftich ptrfbml affiftaitf 
. tes, hoinvevur cereaia the fttiJoittst to i^rhom 
they were granted, might be o( their 
reality^ a« of a nature incapable ^ being 
ftrjJpchfted by teftimOtty, atnd cdHfequentfy; 
properly fjteaking, not miracfulous ; to us 
at leaft, it caanot be made to appear fo.— 
There arCi however^ oUier inftances of 
iriferpoiitlons of HeaVen, by iiiviflble 
agency, capable of being proved by tefti- 
HiOBy, tt) be riict with in the writers of 
the primitive ages, which fe^m to have all 
tbe marks of truth that teftimony can give 
to matters of faft. And, not to mention 
dtty dthfer*,that,7te/«^« attempt to rebuild 
th6 templfeof Jerufatem waS defeated, by 
a fignal interpofition of Providence, ap* 
pears to be highly credible, when we re- 
coiled our Saviour's prophecy, that mt 
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pnefimefiMidbekft upon anothef^ of that 
edifice *• 

Btic k was not Df* MtddleUn's cfefign, 
to enquire i*rtO the incredibility or credit 
bility of fach ittiracles as thefe. And hi^ 
fVei Jtriqliity is not^ l^heither any tnirac^lei 
were performed after the times of the 
ApoftfeSi but whether, after that period, 
hiirictilofts powers fuWifted in the church j 
AOt whether God interpofed at all, but 
Whether* he inter pofed, by making ufe Of 
then as his inftruments +. 



* See Bifliof^ Warbuptoh's JafiaD, a bo^k writt^h Wtt!> « 
i(Miky of ftrgumenly which might always have been eic- 
peeled from him, and with a fpirit of candour, which his 
enemies thought him incapable of till now. 

+ Dr. Middleton's opinion is bed exprelTed inJais own 
words. " The pofition which I affirm, is -, that after the 
** days of the Apoftles^ no ftanding power of working mira- 
*• clei was continued to the church, to which they might 
^* perpetually appeal, for the conyidion of unBelievers. 
** This is what the title of my work implies ; what my 
*' whole reafoning turns upon, and what I have often figni- 
** fied in the courfe of it tp be my meaning. Yet all ray 
•« antagoniils treat my argument, as if itabfolut«ly reje^ed 
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The ^ifion of the qufeftioh^ thus ftatcc[> 
Whether we hold the negative with Dn 
MiddJctoriy or the affirmative with Drs* 
Doiwell and Cht^ch, is a matter of the 
utmoft indifference to the caufe of Chrif^ 
tianity.. Our faith is not built on the 
foundation of the fathers^ but on that of 
7{/ui and his Appftles* And, therefore^ 
though the miraculous powers^ mentioned 
by the former to have fubliiled in their 
age, (hould be doubted of» nay given up^ 
00 (incere Chriftian n^d be alarmed at 
fuch aconceOTion^ if^ at the fame time> it 
be {hewn> that the reafons for making it» 
will not, in the leaft^ affe£l the miracles 
recorded in the New Teftament, and that 

^ eiwry thing of a miraculous kind, whether wrought withm 
*• the church by the agency of meti, or oii any other otca*- 
♦* fion by th« imnaediate hand of God. That God ciii 
** work iniracles whenever he pleafes, no body, I dar^ fay» 
*♦ will deny : hut whether be has wrought any or not, fince 
•* the days of the Apoftles, is an inquiry Which I do not at 
^ all enter into : the Tingle point, which I maSataih, is, that 
** the church had noftanding power of working any."^ 

Vindication of the Free Inquiry, p. 32— 3!J» 
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whkteVer becomes of other pretenfions* 
tkefe will remain unfhaken. 

One of Dr. Middleton's antagonifts iias 
indeed dTerted — *^ That if all miracles 
*^ after the days of the Apoftles, attefted 
" unanimoufly by the primitive Others, 
^' are no better than enthufiafm/cheat and 
** impofture, then we are deprived of our 
'^ evidence for the truth of the Gofpel 
** miracles,, and Chriftianity may be called 
*' in queftion*."— Could this affertion bet 
well fiipported, I own that far from its 
being a matter of indifference whether we 
believe or rejeft the miracles of the fa- 
thers, thofe of the Gofpel muft ftand or 
fell with them. — But I am confident, that 
every one who has examined the queftion 
before us, with any accuracy, will be of a 
very different opinion, and \vill find: rea^- 
fon to fubfcribe to that of a writer welU 
known in our church, that the miracles of 
the fathers may be rejected xmthotd any rmf 

• Preface to Jackfon's Remark* on the Free In<juif/, 
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ard of their mtfteTt flUty (nmturtttunedas 
true and certain**, 

6ut the judgitt^Dt of one viio ttefnt 
|}rofel!«d himfelf an advooate for the mi* 
racks of the fathers, is lefc to our prefent 
purpofe thaft the judgment of tbdr ex^ 
jMrefs champions,-^I>r< BernntanvrhociOL 
digeft the witd> ridiculous imracles of the* 
fourth and fifth centuries^ tbofe agev of 
Credulity and fuperftkion, itj^ " that 
" thefe caimot be difcr«di«ed without re* 
** j«£iting all accounts of miractes except 
•* thofe of the Sicriptur« f :" by vrldcfa 
exception he exprefsly aDow» that the 
Scripture mirack» fiimd opon a htet 
footing of credibility, and would remain 
linfhaken, though ali the ted weM difere* 
dited.— Another learned ditit»^ the firft 
who entered the lifts agaiftft 0r. Middle* 
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caurfe, <}piicwr5 in the faiae opinioD, whea 
h^ (ells US5 that ^^ if not ib much as oxm 
^* true miracle could be found after the 
^^ days x?f the Apoftles, the foundations 
^ of ChrilUanity would be eijually ffti 
« cure*'' 

Though I cannot recdleS any fuch €x^ 
plicit declaration of Dn Z)«faBv/?, yet I 
find Dr. Cfwrch telling us '* that the mirav 
<* clcs recorded in the Holy Scriptures 
<^ muft be owned to be a (ufficia:^: founda- 
<^ tion of the Chriftian faith, though we 
^ had no accounts at all of any fubfequotit 
^ ones, or none which we could vindi<^te 
^ and approve f."— Nay, ferther^ which 
is extremely remarkable, he obferves^ 
^' that the Scripture miracles arc related 
<* more circumftantially than moft of thofe 
^ of the iprimittve church.? We are told 

^ (%(erTatiQns cm bx. MiddBetcm^s Intradudory l>Vt 
^ourfe, p. 30. fuppofed to be written by Dr, Stobbing. 

t Yiudi^ationof IhemirfltCHlQiw powers, &c, p. \5. 
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•* not only that tliey were wrought, but 
^ where J on whom, and before whom they 
^ were wrought. And this I own and 
^ willingly allow, to be a confiderable ad- 
^ vantage, and fuch as ^vfes them a fu- 
* periority and pre-eminence above aK 
♦♦ others. Yet ftill, will our want of 
** knowing the names of the perfons, 
^ who received benefit from miracles, and 
•* the circumflances of place, company, 
** £?r. deftroy their credit? — No furely* 
•* There are different degrees of probabi^ 
^ lity. The accounts of the ancient fa^ 
'* thers may be and are fufficiently fatis^ 
•* fa6tory,and worthy of our belief, though 
** they do not carry with them the felf- 
** fame very clear and convincing proofs 
^* of their truth, which the relations of 
^ the Evangdifts do */• 

' From all thefe quotations then, you fee 
that it is a peint about which Chriftians 
(even thofe who arc the" moft fanguin^ 

• Ditto, p. %r. 
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oppofers of Dr. JdiddletorCs opinion) are 
pretty well agreed, that the miracles oF 
the fathers do not iuirry with them the fame 
very ckar wtd convindng proofs of their 
truths whiQh the relations of the Evange^ 
fij,s dQ. So.that^ I again repeat it,evea 
^ipon the principles of thefe gentlemea 
^hemfel ves, all that-Dr. Middleton contends 
|br may be admitted, and yet the credibi- 
lity of the* miracles recorded in the New 
Teft^jpept^ will rpmaip upfhakcn. 

Whether the lame arguments which 
led Dr. Berriman, the author of the oi>- 
fervations, and Hv. Churchy to allow that 
the miracles recorded by the fathers, do 
pot Hand upon the fame footing of cre- 
dibility with thofe of the Evangelifts, 
ought not alfo to have led them to rejefit 
them altogether, is a connaeration I fhall 
not meddle with. But thus much I can- 
not help obferving, in order to be con* 
fiflent with myfelf, and with the principles 
I have laid down in this treatife, that tlie 
;?niraculous poweys mentioned hy the 
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writers of the lecoiid and third centuries^ 
are apparently liable to fome of the oiv 
jefiions, which I have urged as grounds 
for our difbelieving the fpurious preteo^ 
fions of Popery; and that moft^ if n^t a]}^ 
thefe objeftions, are applicable^ in their 
full forcet to the miracles of the fourth 
and fifth age. To be particular upon 
this head^ would lead me to a repetitien 
of what has been fo copioufly infilled 
upon, by Dr, MiddkMn and his airfWer- 
crs. Suffer me, therefore, juft to obferve, 
that though our not knowing on whom^ 
<xc by wkom^ ox before ztxAani^ the miracles 
Tccorded by the ^hers of die fecood and 
third centuries were wrought, ihouid be 
allowed not to defir4^y their credii (though 
this is a concefEon very few will i^ake to 
J>r, Ckur^h) y£t the fa6ls appealed to are 
of fo ambiguous a kind, that gianting they 
did happen, it will i^main to be decided, 
by a confideration of the circuisnftances 
^tending the performance of them, wbe-? 
ther there was any miracle in ^ cafe, 
or np» For, tf we except t^e t^fti»o»i«S 
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t>i Pdpias and Irenads^ who fpeak of the 
raifing the dead^ (and what I fhall fuggeft 
in the note will ferve to prove that their 
teftimony is foreign to the prefent quef- 
tion.*) I can find no inftances of mira- 



♦ The point in difpute is, whether miraculous poii^ein 
^ere continued in the church after the Apoflles. Papias 
IS quoted as fayitig that m dead perfon had been railed in 
his age. But what can this prove, when it is a kr.own 
fad that Papias was cotemporary with, if not a difciple 
of fome of the Apoftles, and confequently lived at a \xMt 
^heu both parties are agreed miraculous powers did fub- 
fift ? The teftimouy of Papias will appear ftill more foreign 
to the debate, by quoting the paflage of Eufebius where 
it is mentioned ro fAiv oo# narei rqy 'l«^«v«Xfy ^>mnro9 rtift 
ai«oroXoii ci^ML reus ^vyatr^dt&t har^i^ou, ii» rm Wfob^9t ^a^v^ftrro/* 
^f Kocra rws avrws o Tlavtaf ytfOfAxiof ^tnyn^'v ^eofttXDtptfjn 
^xviAaatacf vvo roy rov ^tXnrtrou Ovyatrtfuf (Aimfijonvtf rawv ^vnixtwnn 
wxfot; y«f a¥%^»crif necr avrwt ytyowtatf ts^t n att aKKat ^i I 
avrds ovypafkvs tis tn ^xfc^ocrws oiyfotfw its avrof ixovra 
ffa^acTtBttrou, 

Eufeb. L. III. C. 39. 

** That Philip the Apoftle and his daughters lived at 
** Hierapolis hath been mentioned already. As Papias, 
•* who was their cotemporary, relates a wonderful hiftory 
** as told to him by the daughter of Philip, I (hall take 
" notice of it here. For he tells us of one's being raifed 
*' from tb« deady at that time— ^nd the fame author 
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cla mentkHied by the Others before the 
fourth century, as what were performed 

** hat related other things wUo, as beiilg haoded down to 
'' him hy onwritten tradition." It is obvious then from 
this paflage of Eofebios, of which I think I have given a 
faithful traaflation, that Papias does not mention this in- 
fiance of a perfon's being railed from the dead on his own 
knowledge, but as a fad, the tradition of which had been 
handed down to him by the daughters of Philipi whom he 
was perfonally acquainted with, as they lived at liierapolis, 
of which he was Bifhop, Kow theie daughters of Philip 
are mentioned in the 21ft Chapter of the Ads of the Apof- 
ties. We may well fuppofe, then, that they were eye-wit* 
ncfles of miracles perforated by their father and the other 
ApoAles; and confequently, the infiance related by them 
to Papias, of one being raifed from the dead, muil be 
allowed to be a miracle of the Apoftolic age, and foreign to 
the prefent debate. But if the teftimony of Papias be foreign, 
what Ihall we fay to that of Irenaeus ? Dr. Middkton. re* 
prefents this father as telling us that the dead were frequently 
raifed, in his time, that is, in the fecond century, and 
lived for many years after; and this teilimony the Dodor 
thinks he has fufficiently invalidated, by giving us inilances 
of credulity, &c. in the charader of Irenaeus, and by (hew- 
ing, from his coteroporary Theophilus of Antioch, that the 
Cbridians of that time, were not able to produce to theiif 
Pagan ad ver fanes, any one perfou who had been raifed 
from the dead. 

Kow, in my judgment^ the Dodor might have well 
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by Chriftians in their times, but the curea 
of difcafes, particularly the 'cures of d*- 

avoided the invidious taik of depreciating Irenaeus*s teU 
timony. For though both he and the gentlemen who havtf 
anfwered the Free Inquiry, have taken it for granted that 
Irenaeus fpeaks of the power of raiitng the dead as fub- 
iifting ilill in bis own time, this point, about which both 
are agreed, will not appear fo evident if we examine the 
paflage in which Ircnseus is fuppoCed to give this teftimony. 
As our copies of Irenseus want the original Greek here, 
1 fliall give it as preferved by Eufebius, L. 5. C. vii. P. 127. 
— 'Too-otrrw ^f avohwo't rov yrxfov tyttfsu )t»9sifs o xvpios fryttp* x»t 

hat TO avx^KxtoVf x*f rvis K»roc ronfov tx^-ncixs vxfrns atnii9»iuvnt 
yuiTOb vnfews woXXtjf, xat Xtramxs, tm^'^t ro ifttvfjix rov rtrtJ^w 
KOTOS f Kxt t^xfAifi I xfOpvTfos Totis wy^oUs rsifv aytu9, ** Thcy 
** indeed (the heretics) are far from being able to raife the 
'' dead, as our Lord raifed them, and as the Apoftfes and 
** many of the brethren raifed them by their prayers. But 
** frequently, upon fome neceflary occafion, by the prayers 
*' of the whole church of the place, offered up with much . 
" failing, has the fpirit returned to the dead body, and 
^* a man been given back to the prayers of the Saints/'—^ 
The drift of Irenaaus*s argument is to confute an opinion 
of fomc heretics, who affirmed that Jefus did not truly 
life from the dead but only ^avraaiw^us^ in appearance^ an 
opinion founded on the fuppofed impoffibility of a refurrec* 
tion, and which Irenaeus ihews to be groundle& by appealing 
So fa^ts, to inftances of perfons who had been raifed frortu 
the dead by Jefus himfelf, by the Apoftles, by other brethnen^ 
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moniacsj by exorcifing ihcm, which lall 
indeed feems to be their &vorite Jlanding 

and by the united prayers of fone cborches. But I appeal to 
every one whether he has given theleaft hint that any foch 
miracle was frequently performed in his own days. He 
aiferts that fuch miracles had happened in the church, but 
iays not a word of their continuing JtUl to happen ; and 
therefore he may well be fuppoied to allude to what had 
kppened in the Apoftolic age, when all ChrifUans arc agreed, 
that miraculous powers flill fubfifted. 

B.ut let us attend to what followt next, as quoted from 
Irenaras by Eufebius, in the fame place, and we (hall fee 
farther grounds for concluding, that raifing the dead is not 
one of the miraculous powers, faid by him to be exercifed 
by Chriftians in his time, t» rv ntwiw twopuxri w a}jSait avrw 
fMiOnTan, ma^ ocvrof Xot^oms rw x^*^y tvtrtXx>v(rif, rtr wspyeo"/* rn 

wiv t;^owi ro/v fuXXof Tftf», hm onrrecaMSf tea* ^atts ZTpo^rtxas. 
«AXw J« TOW it»fji.mras ^tu nos ruv x*'P*»^^ t^tOtaius /Aryroi— A Sg 
xaiQus ifa/Af », x«/ rntfot vyipdn^rat*, kxi vx^tf/^twif avf vif^i* ncacms 
' trtai. '« They who are his (Jefus's) true difciples do in 
♦* his name, confer bleffings on others by a power received 
" from him— for fome cqfi out Daemons,— others have know- 
^ lege of futurity, and >L'e vifions, others again. cwr<r the 
•' fick by impofition of hands. Befides, I have obferved 
** already the dead have been rai/ed and have lived many 
" years amongft us." From this paflage, then, thus clef ly 
tranflated, obferve, that when Irenaeus fpeaksof the call- 
ing out daemons, of the cures of difeafts, and of the 
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miracle, and the only one which I find 
{after having turned over their writing 
carefully, and wdth a view to this point) 



virions and other perfonal gifts of Chriftians, bis expreflion$ 

denote actions of the prefent time, Ja</xo>aff iKxvwvci — 

pMfjivorras tei;yraif (mroca-ias s^ovart — thefe then were the mira* 

culous powers which he fays ilill fubfifled. But when he 

fpeaks of raifing the dead, he immediately changes his 

flilcy and fays ^mfoi frp^^on have been raifed, not 

tyt^ovTott, which he would have ufed had he mentioned this 

power as ftill fubfifting. If w'e turn to the Latin tranf- 

lation preferved in our copies of Irenasus, the fame 

difference of expreflion may be obferved there, " Alii 

** enim daemon^s excluduntj alii autem prsfcientiam habent 

**^ futurorum, & vifiones-— alii autem laborantes aliqua in* 

** firmitate curant & fanos refiituunt. Jam etiani, quem- 

** admodura, diximus, & mortui refurrexerunty & perftvC'' 

" raverunt nobifcum multis annis." Iren. L. 2. C. lvii. 

V. 218. From all this then, I think it is pretty evident^ 

that the miracle of raifing the dead is fpoken of by 

Irenaeus, only as what had been performed formerly, not 

as what continued in his time equally with the other 

inflances, which according to him, were dill fubfifting in 

the church. Dr. Middleton in his pollhumous piece, P. 

69, juftly corredls Dr. Dodwell for giving a prefent fenfe to 

vfft^tfrm. But unlefs he himfelf runs into the like miflake, 

Irenseus's faying mtfot viygpBua-av cannot prove, that he 

fpeaks of the dead being ftill raifed by Chriflians in his own 
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they challenged their adverfaries to come 
and fee them perform*. 



* It nuy not be Ibrdga to ray argament to place before 
tbe reader fame few of tbe many appeals made, by the 
Chriftiaii writers of thofe ages, to the ftanding power of 
cafiing out daemons, by exorciiiDg them in the name of 
Mos. The firii I (hall mention is from JvJUm Martyr. 

mAXoor MMTtt watrrm tot ititaym^ juunm ifMrn^ vdAci , voAXoi 

T»r I«9ov Xfifov vw foKfvAiyrtf mv IIomqp^ILAdfTw, w»» ti^j «X» 

mourn^ xaurKtw9 tunrotf xarofywms xm oitMtorrts rousxafn" 
^(prrms rws »Afvwous ^fioyaf* Juftin Martyr, Cohorlatio ad 
Gracos, P. 45. Two paflages to the fame purpofe occur in 
Juftin'b dialogue withTrypho> P. 247 and SlU—TcrtuUUm 
boaiis in the following manner ; £ldatur hie aliquis fub 
tribunaliboa veflris, quem dxmoqe agi conflet: Juflus a 
quolibet chridiano loqui fpiritus illus, taor fe dsemonem 
confitebitur de vero, quam alibi deum de falfo : .£que 
producatur aliquis ex iis qui de Deo pati exiilimantur, qui 
aris inhalantes numen de nidore copcipiunt, qui rudando 
^urantUTy qui anhelando praefantur. Ifbi ipfa virgo cceledis 
pluviarum pollicitatrix, iileipfeiErculapiusinedicJnarum de« 
monftratofy alias de moriturib fcordii & denatii &c afclepiadoti 
fubminiilratory niii fe dsemones confefli fuerint, chriftiano 
ipentiri non audentes, ibidem illius chr'ftiani procacidimi 
fanguinem fundite. Quid ifto opero maniftllius, quid hac 
probatione fidelius? Siniplicitas veritatis in medio c(^; 
YJrtus illi fuaafTi^it^ mbil fufpicari licebjti magid aut 
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' Now, not to mention that the fame 
Fathers who afcribe fuch powers to 

aliqud faUacia fi^ri. Didis non fietis, fi occult veftri & aures 
perroiferiiit vobis. — TertuU. Apol. C. 13. See alfo, a 
fimilar paifage of the fame author — Ad Sca^mlaro, C. 2. 
P, 6. — St. Cyprian appeals to Demetrianus the Proconful 
of Africa, with like confidence. O fi audire eos velles & 
videre, quando a nobis adjurantur & torquentur j^iritualibus 
flagrisy & verborum torraentis de obfeffis corporibus ejici* 
unter, quando ejulantes &c gement^s vocehumana, & potef- 
tatedivinaflagella& verbera fentientes, venturum judicium 
con£tentur, veni & cognofce vera efl« quae dicimus.-— Cyp. 
ad Demet. S. 12. Minucim Felix triumphs to the fame pur* 
pofe. Hasc omnia fciuntplerique, pars veflrum, ipfos Daemo- 
nas de femetipfis confiteri, quoties a nobis tormentis ver- 
borum & orationis incendiis de corporibus exiguntur. Ipfe 
Saiurnus & Serapis & Jupiter & quicquid dsemonum colitis, 
vi£ti dolore, quod funt eloquuntur ; nee utique in turpitU' 
dinem fui, ndnnuliis prsfertira veilrCkm afliflentibus, men-* 
tiunter. Ipfis teflibus eos efle Daemonas, de fe verum con* 
^tentibus credite ; adjurati enim per Deum verum & folam, 
inviti, miferi corporibus inhorrefcunt, &, vel exiliunt ftatim^, 
vel evanefcunt gradatim, prout fides patientis ad^uvat, aufr 
gratia curantis afpirat.— M. Felix. P. 30. — Jvlius Firmicm 
agrees in the fame defcription; £cce Daemot) ek qnem 
colisy cum Dei & Chrifli ejus nomeaaudierit^ contremefcit, 
<S?, ut interrogantibus nobis refpondcftt trepdantia verba, 
vix fe cplligit ; adhaerens homini laceratur, uritur, vapulat^ 
& ftatim de commifTis fceleribus confitetur. — De Errore 
l^rofan. Relig. — LaHaniius gives us the fame accouutof tbft 
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ChriftianSt allow equally that they wei^ 



behaviour of tie Dxmont wbich were difpofleffied in hi^ 
time. — Quo audito, tremunt, excltmant^ 6c uri fe verbera- 
rique teftantur ; interrogati qui (int, quando venerint^ quaodo. 
in bominem irrepferint, confitentur ficextorti, & excrqciati; 
virtute divini numinis exulant; propter bsc verbera& 
minas, fandos& judos viros Temper oderunt* La^» da 
JuiUtiai Lib. y. C. 12. 

But of all tbe work$ of tbe fathers of the (econd and 
third age* OrigaC% Defence of Chriftianity against CelfuSj 
both on account of tbe length of the performance, and" 
of the nature of the argument there treated, is the moft 
likely to giye us a complete view of the nature of the 
miraculous powers, claimed by Chriftians at that period. 
It will not be unneceflai^ their^forej to quote here the prin- 
cipal paflages of that work, where any mentioi;! is made 
of fuch powers. — Origen tells i^s (P. 62. Ed. Sp.) that 
ever (ince the coming of Jefus there were qo prophets, nor 
miracles to be found among the Jews, whereas there were 
fome footfteps of them, dill amongft Chriftians, which he 
bad leen himfelf. Efiv wn thtv laru mv Idow tv*^(jux9, Iou« 
ianovs KoraikikHfAfAtvws — 'HPu fjinitf tnifjt^Mf rw uvau rtvat ^gioryivc^ 
m»^*avrm, owe rri yetf wfo^nrai, ot^ npa$-/«. an xai tyin ivt 
vocrov vatfot ^f teams ivptaxirxtf tuu rmxyt fjutJ^f^ot, xact u m$vt 
BO'fMv >jtyovrtSy it^xacfuv xsu vfuts. What then are tbe parti- 
cular inftances brought by Origen, in fupport of this general 
affertion ? — ^The following are all that I have been able to 
meet with. He mentions (p. 80.) that in his time 
cures were performed in the name of Jefus: TtfmmVif^v 
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cxercifed by Pagans, with the affiftancc 

««; Ina^Vj to (a^XJP* ^^/^f^^ ^^fxvtvta^xi ru owf^^rt avrov^ cvs ^ 
tBteof ^ovXira/. He affirms <p, 1«4.) that fome ChriftUn^ 
were able, by invoking the name of God and Jefus, t<^ 
fure thefick ; and that hehirafelf had feen many freed, ia 
this manner, from the feverefl difeafes, fuch as madnefs 
and the like : rtns & ffTtf/jtet, vw tiknipttxi n lioc Ty^ mpf ravrmk 
V»^a^o^onpoy, t^t^ttKWvrai tt ois Btf»mvw<Tiu ov^v ot>X9 Ka?iotm* 
res m rovs ^co/Aixovf ^efctmtasj^ n rov swt irxai Qtov.f xcci ro rovt 
Inaw owyiM fj-iTa rvis mpt avrw l^optau rwrots y«f Jtai viptxts lu^** 
xotfJitv vokkovs aifaXKxyitrais ^oMiruv 0^/x9rrA;/xarAnr, xatt <xf«* 
ciA/y KM fJMyteuv, tuu dtXXo/y iMJftm^y ain^ ovranB^wot ovrs, ^^/fioie^ 
^BtfaTnvcrav, — He tells us (p. 133.) that the Daemons quitted 
the bodies they poifeffed, • whenever adjured by the 
name of Jefus : ^aui/jons rof ovpiAxn avrov OiitayyiKKoyAfdj IM909 
ntxavrts wtay^tufwi avo ruv tvatvruf voXf/xot^/AcvA/y. — In another 
place (p. 335.) he fays that many Chriilians could caft out 
flaemons from the poffeifed, without any magicat incanta* 
^ions, but merely by exorcifing them with prayers; that 
^ven the moil fimple men could do this; and that this 
power was generally ej^ercifed by laymen : Iwotov mts xau 
TO retnf ^a^ift.ovuv yiwSf Ivs wnc oXiyoi ^^/r/avo/y aTFiXacvvovo'i ran vaa^ 
^ovreifVf cw ov^ivt vt§n§yej xau /JMyixM u papfjiMM^rtxaf VfxyyiMn^ 
m>^Xx (JMim <t;^|^)}-7~}axi oca av ^vvmto w^ctysif avXovfsfos avOpuwof^ 

its nrtirav yat§ ihureu to Twot/ro* v^atrrovat, Thefe then be* 

iDg the iingle inftances produced by Origen, to corroborate 
\kh general aifertion as to the continuance of miraculous 
i)owers in bis time, this perfedly agrees with the reprefen- 
Ration which I haye given of them^ viz.^r-that they confiiled 
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of their demons or Gods*^ and admit 
that there were exorcifts among the 

in the cares of difeafes, and particularly in the cures of per- 
ibos fuppofed to be pofleflbd by fome daemon. 

* Origen in his Treatife^ which I have quoted fo often, 
Ibems to allow (for argument's fake at leaft) the power 
of curing difeafes to iEfculapius, a daemon Skilled in pby* 
iic; and of prophecying, to another dasmon, Apollo* 
Im ^f KOti ^v l»vpiKOf TIME /loifAjoyx Otpavtwv crvyLOtratf nn Kjxkwyui'' 
yoff Aa7(Xnvioit* unroty^af irpos rws ^auyuaJ^orrots to roioatrOf n rvir 
AwoAXryyo^ iJiAfruatff &c. &c. P. 124. But if Oiigcn does 
not come up to the point, Athcnagoras, a father of the fame 
age certainly docs; for he mentions it as a matter 
about which Cbriflians were agreed, that in different place?, 
cities, and countries, there were fome extraordinary works 
performed in the name of idols, ro fat ^yixarx rcmws, teat 

9tovs ifOfMov(Mv rovs tfi%cairtp» gnpynavcvrts, Athenag. Legation 
pro Chrift. P. 25. 

I ftall only add, that it feems to appear unexceptiona-t 
bly, from the paflages quoted in this and in the former 
note, that the Chriilian writers of the fecond and third 
ages, did not deny the exiftenceof the Jupiter, the Saturn, 
tic Scrapis, the Apollo, the Iris, the uEfculapius, and 
other objeds of the Pagan worfliip, but only laboured to 
prove that they were not gods, but daemons : In Cuppori 
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Jews and Gentiles, who by the vfe of 
certain forms of words ufed as charms, 
and by the praftice of certain rites, caft 
out devils as well as the Chriftian exor- 
cifts*, not to mention this, I fay which 
fome may think puts thefe feats of jug- 
glers and impoftors, upon the fame 
footing of credibility with the works af- 
cribed to Chriftians) may it not be al- 
leged, that the objeftions urged in the 
above treatife, againft fuch inftancesof a 
miraculous power in later ages, are appli- 
cable alfo to thefe ?— May it not be al- 
ledged, that the cures afcribed to the 
prayers of Chriftians, to the impofition 
of their hands, &c. in thofe early time^ 

of which they urged the confeffioo of thefe 4asmons them- * 
felves, whom they fuppofed to poflefi men's bodies, and 
oTer whom the Chri^an exorcifls had fo commanding an 
influence. 

** This appears indubitably from the Jollowing autbori' 
tie?. Juftiii Martyr's Dialogue with Trypho, P. 311. 
Irenaeus, L. 11, C. \. P. 123, and Origen againil Ceifiw, 
p. 17. P. 1S3— 184.. P. 262, which parages Ijvoid tratw 
icribing, for the (al>e of brevity. 
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might, for aught we know, be really 
brought about in a natural way, and be 
^ accounted for in the fame way, in which 
we have accounted for thofe afcribed to 
the Aib^ Parisy and thofe attributed by 
the fuperftitious Papifts, to the inters 
ceffion of their faints ? And, particularly, 
fince thefe primitive cures, are, as Dr, 
Church allows, related to us without any 
circumftance attending them — how know 
we, whether the grounds for afcribing 
them to a fupernatural interpofitioq^ 
were fuch as would bear examination, 
if w^ had the means of examination in 
our power ?-r- With regard to theex<H^ 
cifing of devils, the only miracle which 
the Chiftian apologifts challenge the Pa, 
gans to come and fee them perform, — 
will it not be obvious to afk, why, if 
this power was continued in the church 
as a proof of the truth of chriftianity, 
powers alfo were not appealed to, left am- 
biguous in their nature, and other works 
performed, which admit of no folutioa 
from natural caufesj, and were incapable 
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of being the efFe£ls of fraud and colIu« 
fion*? 

If any one^ after weighing thefe ob- 
jeftions, fliould ftill think the accounts 
of the miracles, mentioned by the fathers 



* Gregory, ufually furnamed Thaumaturgus, flourifhed 
about the middle of the third century, and many of th<t 
miracles afcribed to him are fa6b which can admit of no 
folation from natural caufes.- Will not this then prove 
that I have given a partial view of the miraculous powers 
of the fecond and third ages? I think not; and for this 
reafon. Though Gregory flouriflied in the third century, 
no cotemporary author mentions any thing of the ilrange 
wonders which he is reported to have wrought ; nor can 
ihey be traced higher than the time of St. Baiil and St. 
Gregory of Nyfla, who were brothers, and both lived about 
a century after his death. They, therefore, are juftly 
rejeded as inventions of a later age, and can be believed 
by thofe only who can admit the miracles afcribed to Apol- 
lonius, or thofe reported, fo long after his death, of Igna- 
tius. — Gregory of Nyfla, according to Dr. Cave's charader 
of him, Hifl. Liter. P. 132, was apt to be too credulous. 
No wonder, therefore, he gave too much credit to old 
women's tales — as the Anecdotes of the Wonder-worker 
rouft be allowed to be, when related (as we learn from St. 
Bafil, Epift. ad Neoceflar. 75. P. 131. T. I.)hy his aged 
grandmother Maori na. 
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of the fecond and third age, to be 7^-* 
dmtfy fatisfaSory and worthy of bdicf^ 
let him enjoy his opinion ; but however, 
let him not blame thoie who are more 
(crupulous in admitting a claim to mira- 
cles ; and who, while they have the mi- 
racles recorded in the Gofpels confirmed 
to them, by fo full, fo clear, fo com- 
manding an evidence think themfelves 
at liberty to doubt of, nay to difbelieve 
the miracles reported by the fathers cm 
evidence far lefs fatisfaftory. 

Thus much with regard to the miracu- 
lous powers of the fecond and third cen- 
turies* — But if there ftiould be room for 
allowing (and I am far from denying 
this) that thefe ought in juftice to be 
diftinguiflied from the more modern, and 
more fufpicious pretenfions of Popery, 
furely this favourable opinion cannot be 
extended, by any one who has examined 
the fubjeftji to the claims of the fourth 
and fifth centuries. For though the 
wonders afcribed to the heroes of 
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thofe times be related in, the moft cir- 
cumftantial manner/ and, in general, 
muft, if they were true, be allowed to 
be fupernatural, fo that the defefts ob- 
fervable in the accounts of the two 
former ages are not applicable to them ; 
yet do they fo exaftly referable th^ 
boafted wonders of the Romifli Saints, 
that a Proteftant who goes fo low, will 
never be able to give a fatisfaftory rea* 
fon why he will go no lower ; why, 
while he admits the miracles of thofe 
frantic enthufiafts of the fourth or fifth 
centuries, of a Paul^ an Anthony^ an Hu 
larion^ a Simeon Stylites, he is not equally 
an advocate for the miracles of the four-* 
teenth or fifteenth centuries, for St. 
Nicholas Tolentine and his chickens, and 
for another Anthony preaching to hiai 
fiOies. 

There feems lefs reafon for my ufing 
of .caution in giving my opinion as to 
the miracles of the fourth and fifth ages, 
both becaufe Dr. Church and Dr. Dod^ 
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Wtii, by confining their defence of tti^ 
primitive miracles to thofe of the three 
firft ages, feem to give them up, whic^h 
k alfo done by Mr. Jaci/on and Mn 
Brooke in their anfwers to the Free In* 
quiry) and becaufe even Mr. Dodwill 
the &ther, who has deduced the hiftory 
of the primitive miracles to the eftablifh-^ 
ment of chriftianity by human laws, 
fhuts them up then; declaring that 
many things concurred to recommend 
the credit of the preceding ages, which 
have no place in thofe that followed ; 
and who fpeaking of the life of Gregory 
called the wonder-worker, written by 
Gregory of Nyjfa^ a bi&op of the greateft 
piety and gravity, fays, ** in this life 
•' there are many things^ which breathe 
<* the air of impofture, and the genius 
" of the fourth century, fo that I d^re 
^* not mix them with what is more ge* 
•* nuine, for fear of hurting the credit 
•^ofalh"* 

♦ See Mr. Dodwelfs DifT. Iran, as quoted by Dr. Mi4- 
dlttou, Free Inquiry, P. 128, 129- 
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1 (hall only add, that if ever there were 
any accounts of miracles, which paffed 
current without being examined into at 
their firft publication, and which confe- 
queatly will not bear the teft of the third 
rule which I laid down in this treatife, 
this may be affirmed of the miracles re- 
corded by writers of the fourth and fifth 
ages ; when Qiriftianity^ now freed from 
the terrors of perfecution, and aided by 
the civil magiftrate, began to be corrupted 
by its credulous, or ill defigning pro- 
feflbrs, and the foundation was laid .of 
thofe inventions, which have gathered 
like a fnow-ball, in every fucceeding 
age of fuperftitious ignorance, till at lad 
the fun^-fliine of the reformation began 
to melt the monftrous heap. And if we 
think ourfelves warranted to pay no 
regard to the accounts of more modem 
mirJacles propagated in favour of image* 
wotftiip, purgatory and tranfubftantia- 
tion, the yery fame reafons will lead us; 
if we be confiftent with ourfelves, to rani: 
in the fame clafs, the miracles of the 
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fourth and fifth age, propagated in favour 
of monkery, and of the worfhip of faints 
and reliques. 

Though it may be a matter more of 
curiofity than of ufe, to endeavour to 
determine the exa6l time when miracu* 
Jous powers were withdrawn from the 
churchy yet I think that it may be de- 
termined with fome degree of exa£lnefs. 
The various opinions pf learned Pro- 
teilants who have extended them at alt 
after the Apoftles, (hew how much they 
have been at a lofs with regard to this ; 
which has been urged by Papifis with 
an air of triumph, as if Proteftants not 
being able to agree when the age of mira- 
cles was clofed, this were an argument of 
its not being clofed as yet.— If there be; 
any thing in this objeftion (though per-; 
haps there is not) I think I have it in 
xn^ power to obviate it, by fixing upon, 
a period, beyond which we may be cer-^ 
tain that miraculous powers did not 
fubfift. 
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In order then to this, I muft defir* 
you to recolleft that I have endeavoured^ 
under my laft head in the above treatife^ 
to (hew, that what we know of the at- 
tributes of the Deity, and of the ufual 
methods of his government, incline us 
to believe, that miracles will never be 
performed by the agency and inftrument 
tality of men, but when thefe men are 
let apart and chofen by God to be his 
embafladors, as it were, to the world, 
to deliver fome meflage, or to preach 
fome doftrine as a law from Heaven; 
and in this cafe, their being vefted with 
a power of working miracles, is the 
beft credential of the divinity of their 
miflion. 

If we fet out with this as a principle—, 
then fhall we eafily determine, when it 
Was that miracles ceafed to be performed 
by Chriftians ; for we fhall be led to 
conclude that the age of Chriftian mi* 
racles, muft have ceafed with the age 
of Chriflian infpiration* So long as 

D D 2 
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Heaven thought proper to fet apart any 
particular (et of n^n^ to be the aathcmzed 
preachers of the new rdigion revealed 
to mankind, (b long^ may we reft has- 
Bed, miraculous powen wac conti^ 
miied. But whenever this purpc^ was 
anfwered, and w/piraiwn oealed to be any 
longer necefiary, by the complete publi*» 
cation of the Gofpel, then would the mi-^ 
raculous powers^ whole end was to prove 
the truth of infpiratioD, be, of courie^ 
withdrawn. 

I will not take upon me to (ay, that 
we can trace with any certainty, the 
cxaft year when ChriCHanity ceafed to 
be preached by perfbns really inlpired^ 
St. Johuj we know, who furvived the 
reft of the twelve Apoftles, died very* 
near the clofe of the firft age. However^ 
this we know likewife, from perufing 
Qur New Teftament, that the twel-w 
were not the only infpired preachers, oi 

*^ In the year 09^ 
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Chrillianity ; but that^ befides them, 
many other difciples were vefted with 
the fame charafler^ and for this purpofe 
enabled to perform fueh works as might 
prove that God was with them. And it 
is far from being improbable^ that 
fome of them did furvive the laft of the 
Apoftles^ and codfequently^ that miraca^ 
lous powers were not totally with- 
drawn, at the beginning of the fecond 
century* 

But if they were continued thus long, 
there is all the reafon in the world to 
conclude, that they did entirely ceafa 
foon after. This, at leaft, is certain, 
that none of the venerable lathers, the 
ornaments and hesKls of the church in 
the fecond or third age, whoTe works 
have come down to us, or wh<^e names 
only are preferved, ever pretended to 
put themfelves upon a footing with the 
infpired publilhers of the Gofpe^ or 
afiumed the charader of teachers from 
Heaven. The Gofpel revelsition wad 
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clofed with the Apoftles and with the 
apoftolical afliftants; and antiquity is* 
unanimous in afluring us of this ki&, that 
in the very age immediately conne£lcd 
with that of the apoftles, their works were 
diftinguifhed from any other writings of 
Chriftians^ and univerially efteemed as 
the oracles of truths as the ftandard of 
Chriftian faith and praflice. A moft 
convincing proof that no future infpira- 
tion was claimed; or, if claimed^ wds 
allowed of. 

From what has been offered, then, 
under this head, we may eafily infer, 
that Dr. MiddJeton might have denied 
that miraculous powers were continued 
in the church after the apoftolical age, 
and yet have done no diifervice to Chrif- 
tianity ; nor have furnifhed us with any 
grounds for calling his faith as a Chrif- 
tian, in queftion. And if his Free Inquiry 
has had both thefe confequences, this 
has arifen from liis manner of fupport- 
ing h}$ opinion, not from the real ten^ 
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dency of the opinion itfelf.— ^He has 
juftly provoked the indignation of every 
ferious Chriftian, by the indecent con- 
tempt with which he treats the earlieft 
fathers of the Church, whofe names have 
been venerable in every age, and whofe 
labours in defence of Chriftianity, for the 
truth of which moft of them laid down 
their lives, ought to have fecured them 
from infuU, if they could not procure his 
eftcem. And if there be any fuperftitious 
conceits, or weak prejudices to be met 
with in their works, a veil ought to have 
been thrown over them, as thefe are 
faults not of their own, but of the times 
ift which they lived ; and which, if they 
difgrace the pages of the fathers of the 
Chriftian Church, detrafl; equally from 
the merit of their cotemporaries, ,the 
philofophers of the Platonic and Pytha- 
gorian fchools. 

But this is only a fecondary reafon for 
the offence taken by Chriftians at the Free 
fnauiryofDr. Middhton. Charity forbids 
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us to pot the word conftruflion on the 

intentions of any one living, but it would 

be more ungenerous to treat thus one 

who is now no more* — And, yet, I think 

that Dr. MidMeion^ if he meant to rc^ed 

only the miracles fince the Apoftolical age, 

while he admitted thofe of Jefusy which 

every Chriftian muft admit, took the raoft 

obvious fteps to create a fufpicion that 

his book was levelled equally at both. 

One thing is certain, that gentlemen of 

your perfuafion, have been furnt(hed 

with weapons againfl Chriftianity» from 

his magazine. For while he labours fo 

ftrenuoufly to overturn the crcttbility of 

^11 miraculous powers fince the ApoftIes> 

Jie leaves his readers to draw their confe- 

quences, nay encourages them to extend 

his arguments as they pleafe. And manyt 

it is notorious, have extencfcd them to 

thofe miracles recorded by St^ Mattkcws 

or iS/. Luke, while thofe mentioned by Ire^ 

nous, or Jvfiin MaHyr, are the only <Mies 

exprefsly aimed at. — Dr. MidMeim^ we 

Yfill fuppofe, was not aww^ of thi^j wbea 



Digitized by 



Google 



409 

bis Inquiry was firft publiflied. But after 
he was aware of it, after he had feen that 
the manner in which he treated his argu- 
ment, not the argument itfelf, had done 
fo much harm to the religion he pro- 
fefied, it then became his duty, it was 
expefted, it was neceffary, in order to 
his convincing the world that he had no 
other defign befides that which he 
avowed, that he fhould give the antidote 
as he had adminiftered the poifon; by 
pointing out the fuperiorty of the evi- 
dence by which the miracles recorded in 
the New Teftament are fupported, and 
by fhewing that the reafons afligned for 
rejefling the miracles of the fathers 
are not applicable (as I have proved 
they are not) to the miracles of the Evan* 
gelifts. 

-Had he done this— far from looking 
upon him as a betrayer of his caufe, I 
fliQuld rather have compared him to a 
mh and prudent generalj who abandons 
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^tworksthe maintaining of which woul4 
lay him open to the infults of the enc-* 
roy„ and retires behind baftions, sigainft 
which all their attacks will be ineffe6lual.r-T 
In wordy had Dr. MiddUton done this« 
he would have done real fervice to the 
caufe of Chriftianity, by removing a fund 
of cavilling, and a fource of obje6lions 
which have been furnifhed to the fcoffer, 
by fome injudicious d^enders of the 
Qiriftian religion, who have blended its 
evidences with conneflions equally fuf- 
picious 9S they are foreign, and by aim- 
ing to prove more than was neceffary, 
have brought into doubt what^ other- 
wife, would have been thpught fufl^ciently 
prqvc(|» 

But a&this was not attempted hy ^^^ 
JAiddleUm fand it were to be wilhed that 
we could difcover in his fubfequcnt 
writings that he had any inclination to at^ 
^pwpt it*) the kamed and worthy perfb^is^ 

f IIL5 Trefitife on Propl»ery : * worfc where we bav45 
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wKo undertook to confute the Free Inquhy^ 
fcould have made this the principal view 

faore of in^e^Hve than of argument^ and which will be « 
lading proof that no digniiy of chaFa^ter, or fuperiority 
of abilitiesi can fecnre one from the attacks of envious 
fpleen mnd difappointed a^ibition: tind his podhiunous 
vindication of the Free Inquiry, in which from P. 5. to P. 
11, he feeros rather to flrengihcn than to confute the 
charge^ which had been brought agaioft him, of having 
dropt hints of his allov^ing of no revebition bcfiJcs l^^t 
'^ which God has made of himfelf from the beginiui\^v 
^ and placed continually before our eyes in the wonderful 
^^ works and beautiful fabric of this vifible world.^ 

Pref. to Fjee Inquiry, P, IS, 

And yet after all ; as I fiiould be very forry to give 
up, to the enemies of ChriAianity, ^ writer of Dr. Mid« 
dieton's abilities (not to mention any thing of bis pro- 
(eflion) it is with a degree of pleufure that I meet with the 
following declaration of his feutiments, in his introdudory 
difcourfe. '' As far as miracles can evince the divinity 
•^ of a religion, the preteniions of Chriftianity are con- 
'' firmed by the evidence of fuch, as of all others on record^ 
*' are the leaft liable to exception, and carry the cleareft 
^ marks of their finc^rity ; being wrought by Chiiftand 
" his Apoftles, for an end fo great, ^o important, and fo 
•* univerfally beneficial, as to be highly worthy of the 
** interpofition of the Deity; and wrought by the miniftry 
"f* of mean and fimple men, in the open view of the people, 
I^H^ the teAimonial of that divine mllTjoii, to wliick 
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of their anfwcrs.— Inftead of making the 
caufe of the fathers, as it were^ the caufe 

** they pretended ; and delivered to us by ©ye^witneflfei, 
^ whofc faonefk chftfaAers exclude fuCpicion of fraud, ao4 
** whofe knowledge of the fads, which they reUted» 
*^ fcarce admits the probability of a miftake. This is th« 
** geauine grouad on which Chrifiianity refti." P. 94. 
Pr. Middleto^ expreiies himfelf ftill more firoogly in tbo 
^fotory difcour(e to his letter from Rome. ^ That my 
^ fentim^ntf therefore (lays he) on th«t bead may 
^ neither be mifiakeD, gor fulpeded ; and that I may giv« 
^ fatisfa^on, as far as I am able, to ali, whom, by any 
^ freedom of expreffion, I may poilibly have oflended, 
^ either in this, or in any other of my writings, I take 
*' this occafion to declare.; that I look upon miracles, 
** when accompanied with alt -the circiuaflanceS| proper 
" to perfuade us of the reality of the fads, (kid to be per- 
^* formed, and of the dignity of the end, for which they 
*^ were performed, to be the moUt decifive pfaofs, that ca^ 
** be given, of the truth and divinity of any religion. 
*» This was evidently the cafe of the Jewifii and of the 
^ Cbridian miracles ; wrought in fuch a manner, as could 
*^ leave no doubt upon the fenfes of thofc, who were the 
'' witnelTes of them ; and for the nobleft end, for which 
^ the Deity can be conceived to interpofe himfelf; the 
•* univerfal good and falvation of man/'^^-And again. 
** The innumerable forgeries of thiiJ fort, which have been 
^ impofed upon mankind in all ages, are fo far front 
** weakening the credibility of the Jewifh and Chriftian 
•* miracles, that they flreugthen it. For how could we 
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of Chriftianity (which was tlie Very thing 
the enemies of Chriftianity could wiih) 

** account for a pradiee fo univcrfel^ of forging miracle* 
" for the fupporl of farfe religions, if on fome occafionr 
** they had not a^ually been wrought, for the confirmation 
** of a true one ? Or how is it- poflible, that fo many fpu- 
** rious copies fliould pafs upon the world, without fome 
" genuine original, from whence they were drawn ; whofir 
** kiK>wn exiftence and tried fuccefs might give ao ap- 
** pearance of probability to the counterfeit V P. 84 — 87*' 
Whether Dr. Middleton has not in many of his works,, 
from the famous letter to Dr. Waterland, down to the 
pofthumous vindication of his Free Inquiry, dropt hint^ 
nay even defended arguments, which cannot well be re-^ 
conciled with the above declaration of his fentiments, may 
periiaps admit of a debate. However, as every one would 
ifitift upon it as a matter of mere jtiAice, that his cl^r'anl 
pofitive declarations (hould be the rule of determinifi^ 
the real meaning and tendency of his more ambiguouf 
txpreflions ; for this reafon, I think that Dr. Middleton 
cannot be claimed by writers on the fide of infidelity, and 
that ive have not fufHcient grounds, notwithflaDding th^ 
many fufpicious circum (lances in his works, to reprefetit 
him as a diibeliever of the miracles on which Chriftianity 
is built. — The liberty I ha've taken, I think jullly, in 
feveral places of this treatife, to pafs cenfures on Dr. 
Middleton, mufl fatisfy every one, that nothing but 'm 
regard, to truth could have drawn from me the attempt, itt 
the prefcnt note, to clear his chara^er from an impu^ 
tation; which however ca&not ba called a malicious oiie^ 
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tlicir anfwers would have done more e^ 
fe£lual fcrvicc to their religion, had they 
begun where MiddUUm ended, had they 
fupplied what he omitted ; in (hort^ had 
they joined iffue with him as to the mi- 
Iracles which he rejefled, and which 
they themfelves look upon as of no confe- 
quence to the caufe of the Gofpel, and 
(hewn that this would not affeft the 
Credibility of thofe miracles on the truth 
of which the Gofpel undoubtedly, is 
founded* 

Mad this been done, your cavils as to 
the want of a criterion to diftinguifli true 
from falfe miracles, would have been ob- 
viated, and this taflc, which I have now 
performed been, in a great meafure, un- 
neceffary. A talk, I own, which I 
fhould never have undertaken, had not 
the importance of the fubjeft made me 

Wi he has \vritten M»th a freedom of expteffion in fome 
*>f hi^ works, according to jiis own confefliony whicb 
Lit ro<nu to- his aniagoiiilh to miiktike or fufpod hi« r«ai 

itfiiLrments^ 
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forget Day inability to do it juftide, dud 
the filcnce of others better able to defend 
Chriftianity, fecured this weak attempt 
of mine, from a charge of prefumption^ 
And, i^ after all that I have offered, you 
fiill continue unconvinced, y(!m miift im- 
pute to the unfkilfuln^efs of the championi 
what certainly ought not to be imputed 
to the weaknefs of his caufe* My weapom 
were good if I could have ufed them 
cffeflually. 

But though I may have failed in tny 
attempt to convince jy(?z^, my labour has, 
at leaft, been crowned with this happy 
fflfefl :-^it has ftrengthened my own 
faith. For by being obliged to confider, 
with more attention than, perhaps, I had 
done before, the nature of your objec* 
tions, their infufficiency has appeared in 
a ftronger light : And the clofeft fcrutiny 
and moft impartial examination of the 
evidences which fupport thofe miracles, 
on the credibility" of which the truth of 
the Revelation in the New Teftament is 
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tiuilt» have ferved only to fatisfy me ttiat 
Oiriflianity is founded upon a nek, and 
that civery attempt to fap its foandationi 
tends to difcover their ftrength the 
more.*^^This conviflion^ a convi£lion not 
the efieft of blind prejudice, but the re- 
fult of honeft enquiry, has filled my 
mind with a fatis&£lion, that tan be felt 
by thofe alone who are fincere believers 
of a religion, which every one would wifll 
to be true, who would wi(h to attain to 
that glorious immortality, which it has 
irmigkt to light and promifed to man* 
kind» 

/ am, &Cs 



tHE END* 



W, Hint, Printer, Old Bailey. 
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